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Epiphany 2B 2018 – John 1: 43-51 

 A grade eight student named Jerry was heading back into the school because the lunch 

break was almost over.  Just then he heard loud voices and saw that a group of kids had gathered 

together.  When he got closer he could see that there was going to be a fight. To his horror, he 

saw that one of the two students in grade 6 was his brother.  Many of the kids were yelling, “hit 

him”, “hurry, before the teacher comes”, “fight him!”  Jerry didn’t want to see his brother get 

into a fight, especially when the other grade six student was way bigger than he was.   

 Jerry almost yelled at his brother to walk away…..Jerry almost broke through the circle to 

go and drag his brother out of there, but he didn’t do either of those things.  The voices kept 

yelling, “hit him”; “fight!”  These voices were at war with his conscience and Jerry knew that he 

should stop the fight, but he didn’t feel brave enough to step into that circle.  As Jerry was 

anxiously trying to decide what to do, his body decided for him….he fainted.  After Jerry came 

to there was a concerned teacher there asking him what happened…..did somebody hit you?  

Jerry told the teacher that he remembered hearing all those voices yelling and he became so 

nervous and confused that he just got dizzy and blacked out.       

 In a similar way to what Jerry experienced, every single day people feel the confusion of 

many voices calling out.  Granted, most of these people don’t faint, but the confusing noise that 

the voices make is still felt just as much.  There is no harmony to these voices such as you would 

hear from a well-practiced choir.  There is no harmony, no rhythm and no pattern to these 

voices…..only a confusing jumble of noise.         

 What voices am I talking about?  Well, basically the voices of the world.  We hear loud 

voices telling us that this product is better than another one.  We hear voices saying that we 

should vote for this political party and not the other one.  We hear voices telling us to look out 
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for number one and other voices saying that we should look beyond ourselves.  We hear voices 

of the creationists battling with the voices of the evolutionists.  We hear pro-life voices trying to 

be heard over the pro-choice voices.  We hear voices from within us saying that we should keep 

working while other voices say we should retire.       

 Sometimes we just get plain tired of listening to the voices of the world.  It can get too 

confusing and stressful and we long for some peace and quiet where we can just simply be.  We 

call for a time out so we can have at least a brief opportunity to think about what voice is 

speaking the truth.  No wonder there are people who take leave from work…..no wonder there 

are people who live in perpetual stress…..no wonder people sometimes get so anxious that they 

faint.              

 As Christians, the struggle becomes trying to figure out what God’s voice is saying in the 

midst of all of this noise.  Samuel heard God’s voice in our first reading for today.  He heard 

God’s voice not once, but three times.  Each time he thought it was the priest Eli calling him.  

The wise, old Eli sensed that Samuel was hearing the call of another voice.  “Go, lie down; and if 

he calls you, you shall say, ‘speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’”     

 The only problem for us is that when we say, “speak Lord, for your servant is listening” it 

is sometimes very hard to single out God’s voice in a world that is so full of noises.  But make no 

mistake, God’s voice is there.  The call of God is always sounding without ceasing, calling our 

names and waiting for us to respond.   But despite our best attempts to listen solely to God’s 

voice we may confuse it with the noises of the world or the rumblings of our own emotions. And 

there is another thing…..sometimes we dismiss God’s voice because it comes from somewhere 

we wouldn’t expect to hear it.  There are times when we dismiss God altogether because he 

doesn’t come from where we would expect.        
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 This is exactly what Nathanael did in today’s gospel reading.  When Philip told 

Nathanael, “we have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

son of Joseph from Nazareth”…..Nathanael quickly dismissed it by saying, “can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?”  Instead of believing someone he knew well, Nathanael gives a smart 

aleck remark about Nazareth and how nothing of importance could ever come from that little 

place.  And notice Philip's reaction to Nathanael's dismissive remark.  He doesn't launch into a 

speech in order to convince him, as some people might…..he doesn’t get defensive, as other 

people might…..or walk away hurt or angry, vowing never to share anything with Nathanael 

again. He doesn't do any of these things. Instead, he just takes it in stride and answers, "come and 

see."            

 Such simple, inviting words, “come and see.”  Words that we are all called to speak.  It 

just seems so easy on the surface doesn’t it?  Inviting someone who doesn’t come to church, or 

someone who dismisses church, to come and see for themselves.  But as easy as it seems, for one 

reason or another, it can actually be quite difficult because most of us aren't comfortable talking 

about this kind of stuff. I mean, maybe we're just nervous about sharing our faith in a culture that 

doesn't exactly encourage it.  Or maybe we don't want to come off as some kind of religious nut.  

Maybe it's these things and maybe it’s because we don’t think that good things can come from 

ourselves.  Maybe we don’t believe that we can explain things well enough.  Maybe we say, 

“that’s the pastors job.”  But please note once again what Philip did…..he didn’t explain, he only 

invited.  “Come and see.”           

 The voice that we are called to add into the jumble of noises in the world is one that 

invites, not explains. We have to start small, inviting them to come and see something that you 

yourselves have felt and experienced at church.  If you have enjoyed something about being in 
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church…..if you have ever been comforted, or lifted up, or amazed or encouraged by the gospel 

of Jesus Christ…..then other people will be too.  No explanations are needed, just a “come and 

see.”               

 And like anything we do, the more you do it, the easier it becomes.  Philip did it…..so 

can you.  Even if you think that nothing good can come from you…..it can.  Even if the other 

person doesn’t think anything good can come from you, or from church…..it can.  Even if the 

other person believes that nothing good can come from some important man from Nazareth, 

don’t be scared of the result.  If the other person says, “no thanks”, or “we’ll see” or “just 

dismisses you altogether, you have planted a seed that God will grow.      

 A baseball player by the name of Mike Piazza was drafted by the Los Angeles Dodgers 

back in 1988.  He was the very last pick that the Dodgers made that year.  He was only drafted 

at all as a courtesy to the Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda, who was a long-time friend of 

Mike Piazza’s father.  Mike Piazza attended Miami-Dade College in Florida, a very small school 

that no famous baseball player ever came out of.  There were no expectations for Mike Piazza to 

ever become a great baseball player.  Less than two years ago Mike Piazza was named to the 

Baseball Hall of Fame for his outstanding career with the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New 

York Mets.  He is known today as one of the best hitting back catchers to ever play in the major 

leagues.             

 Yes, good things can come from places that we don’t expect.  The Mike Piazza story 

makes me wonder how many other sports stars never got the chance to become great because 

they were dismissed…..simply because nobody expected that great things could ever come from 

unexpected places.  This also makes me wonder how many people out there never get to know 

the life-giving power of the gospel simply because they were dismissed as hopeless.  Because 
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they have first dismissed the church, for whatever reason, we have dismissed them.  Many of 

these people need help to get them started…..just because they have dismissed church in the past 

doesn’t mean they always will.  Maybe what they need is an invitation to come and see for 

themselves.             

 And so,  there is always hope.  Even when there are so many competing voices in the 

world, there is hope.  There is hope for your voice to be heard in the midst of the clamor of the 

world because the voice of the gospel stands out.  The one thing that separates God’s voice from 

all the rest is that his voice is one that speaks love.  Of all the voices out there, his is the only one 

that speaks of true love.  And the voice of love touches more than just our ears…..it touches our 

hearts and our souls as well.           

 No matter where people are in their faith walks…..whether they are long-time Christians, 

whether they are people that scoff at the church, or anywhere in between…..the one thing that all 

people need is God’s love…..even if they don’t admit it or know it.  That is why your voices of 

love are so important.  Just speak the words, “come and see” or other words that are similar, and 

leave the rest to God.  There is always hope because great things do come from unexpected 

places.  Amen.   
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