
May the words of my mouth 
Yesterday was the 12th day of Christmas, also known as Epiphany.  It is also sometimes called the 

Forgotten Feast in North America. So it is very fitting that we celebrate it today.  Perhaps because it has 

been eclipsed by Christmas itself.  But did you know that Epiphany in the early church was one of the 

great feast days—second only to Easter in its importance?  In fact, nobody thought about celebrating 

Christmas until the fourth century.  So what’s the deal?   Or, as one of my Seminary professors used to 

ask “How come nothing Epiphs on Epiphany anymore?”  In other words, why was Epiphany so important 

then, and why is it so unimportant now? 

For those few who might have heard of Epiphany, chances are that you will know it as the day the Wise 

men came.  And that is right—well partially.  The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “revelation”. 

The coming of the Wise men is celebrated as the time that Jesus as Messiah was revealed to the 

Gentiles.  The Christmas story is seen to symbolize the spread of the Gospel—first to the Jews, then to 

the Gentiles.   

But it used to be that Epiphany celebrated more than the Wise men.  In the days when Epiphany was a 

great church feast, it also celebrated the revelation of Jesus in his first miracle—changing the water into 

wine at Cana—and the manifestation of Jesus as the Son of God at his baptism (so fitting to have 

Madden being baptized today). Those three things—the wise men, cana, and the Baptism were all 

lumped together to symbolize the revelation of God in Jesus Christ.  And such revelation was cause for 

great celebration!!  Christ’s birth would have had no significance if nobody knew who he was—if he 

were not revealed in some way.  Epiphany celebrates the first signs that God gave to the world of who 

Jesus was.  So if Epiphany is the “forgotten feast” perhaps it is in part because Christ’s presence in our 

lives can seem all too distant as we go about our daily routines.  We are called, right from our baptisms, 

to make the Lord manifest and known in our world today.   Epiphany experienced becomes Gospel lived.  

This Epiphany journey is not just the wise men’s journey; its our journey. 



Matthew’s Gospel tells us that the magi came with special gifts for the new-born king.  Gold, 

frankincense and myrrh—what strange gifts for a newborn child.  But then, what do you give this Child?  

When the Lord of the universe reaches down from heaven and touches the earth, condescends in love 

to come to us, a tiny vulnerable baby, come to do battle with all the evil in this world, what do you give? 

When one ponders the greatness of the gift we have been given in Christ, my little offering seem so 

puny.  Maybe that’s just the point.  We, like the wise men, are simply blown away by the awesomeness 

of God’s love that led him to become flesh in a little child.  What have we to give? But really, that’s 

always the way it is with our gifts to God.  All gifts we offer Him, big or small, really are small gifts in 

comparison to God’s goodness and love towards us.  All we can do is offer Him the best of what we have 

at the moment.  For one person, perhaps the gift and use of money and resources in His name; for 

another, a life of sacrificial service to friend or stranger. One offers her mind and scholarship, another 

his artistry or craft, yet another the discipline of prayer and contemplation. Gold, frankincense, myrrh—

what are they? Their meanings are as many as there are people in this world—the frankincense, gold, 

and myrrh appropriate to the hearts of all who see Christ, who are enlightened by his self-revelation.   

The best gift that we can offer the Christ child is the gift of ourselves.  How well have we given ourselves 

to God in response to His wonderful gift to us?  How readily and regularly have we spent time with Him 

in worship, in prayer, and in His Word? How readily have we shown that this King rules in our lives by 

letting Him make a difference in the way we live?  How readily have we used our gifts and talents for his 

greater glory?  How readily have we given Him not second best or simply ‘good enough’ but the very 

best we have to offer? 

So back to my professor’s question-why doesn’t anything Epiph on Epiphany anymore?There may be 

several answers, but I think one of them is that, for the most part, we no longer expect Christ to be 

made manifest.  Many Christians have sadly lost that sense of excitement and expectation.  God epiphs 

when we least expect it.  Thus, if we’re not expecting to see God revealed every minute of the day and 



in every place we go, we will likely miss His coming entirely, coming away unmoved and sadly, 

unchanged. 

This certainly wasn’t the case for the Wise men.  After the wise men have seen the Christ child and given 

their gifts, God warns them not to return to King Herod, and they go back to their own country another 

way.  This could well be one of the greatest truths in all Scripture.  Once God has been made manifest to 

us, once we have recognized Jesus for who He is—we must not go back the way we came.  Things must 

be different now.  To meet Christ requires that we turn from our former life and go out another way.   

God transforms.  He changes hearts and lives.  He is the one who is willing to take pagan astrologers and 

use their gifts for His glory.  If that change isn’t evident in our lives..if we end up going back home 

exactly the same way we came, all our words are merely noise.  The message of Epiphany is that the 

revelation of God is more than a one shot deal.  It’s not that Jesus came once and that was that.  It’s not 

that we have just one time in our lives when God Epiphs.  Christ is also manifest today in the Bread and 

Wine, the Body and Blood of Christ.  Christ is there when we turn to him in prayer, and in those times 

when we find ourselves without words and at the point of despair.  He is with us in the quiet of our 

hearts and in the places we call home.  God is here to be encountered—beside you in the pew, as you 

listen from the comforts of home, in the Holy Sacrament of Communion, in the Holy Scriptures.  From 

the songs we sing to the prayers we pray to the sermons that are preached, the ultimate purpose of it all 

is to experience the epiphany of God.  We must now become the epiphany of Christ’s presence in our 

world today. 

The wise men went home by another road. We too can travel a different road this year, a road where 

we can make the King of kings the living, active centre of all that we are and everything that we do.  God 

gave himself to us because He loves us.  The call before each of us is to make our life a gift worth giving 

to the King.  May his love be reflected in our lives as we worship and serve him with all that we have.  

That is our gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Let something Epiph for you this Epiphany.  Make space in 



your life to meet God, for He is all around you, waiting to be revealed if we are willing to look.  Expect 

it—expectit everywhere…But don’t go back the way you came.  Amen 


