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May the words of my mouth… 

There was a little boy who wanted a special watch for Christmas.  He kept pestering his parents 

about it.  One day his father said, “Son you are driving me crazy.  If you as much as mention that 

watch again, you are not going to get it.”  A couple of days later the family gathered for dinner; 

the first time in quite a while the whole family was at the table together- mom, dad, and the three 

children.  Dad said, “Before we eat, let’s go around the table and share what we like most about 

this time of year. I’ll start. “The little boy was the last to speak.  When they finally got to him, he 

said, “What I like best are the Advent readings at church.  My favourite is Mark 13:37-“What I 

say to you, I say to everyone: “watch!”” 

Early Church Father St. Augustine, in his book entitled Confessions, wrote “Thou hast made us 

for thyself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” 

We are all searching for something or someone.  Not just the small things, like our house keys or 

a parking spot, but also bigger things, deeper things, people, places, and relationships that we 

hope will fulfil us, bring us joy, grant us peace.  The fact is we are all searching for something or 

someone.  But experience teaches us that that something or someone is elusive.  For example, we 

photograph the perfect sunset, but when we look at the pictures later, it looks rather ordinary.  

The excitement of a new career settles into a humdrum of a job.  Even when we find what we 

think we are looking for, we may find the experience leaves us unsatisfied. 

Throughout history, spiritual writers have been reminding us that what we are all searching for, 

whether we realize it or not, is GOD.  He is the only one who will ultimately fulfil us, bring us 

joy, and grant us peace.  Everything else will leave us unsatisfied at some level.  But life is 

transient, and the search for true fulfilment and true love continues. 

In our Gospel for today, Jesus tells his disciples to “keep awake—watch!”   
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Speaking of watch…today Jesus is telling his disciples to “keep awake—to watch!” It is a 

pinnacle time in his ministry; they have just left the temple, where he told them that someday it 

would be thrown down, with not one stone left upon another.  The disciples, being shocked by 

this, pleaded with him to tell them when this will be.  Jesus responds with a long discourse 

involving apocalyptic (end of time) signs-like the sun being darkened and the stars falling from 

heaven.  It’s rather glim to hear this on the first Sunday of Advent, but..In the midst of all of this 

doom and gloom, there is an assurance that someday Jesus will return to set things right.  And 

yet, no one knows—no preacher, no pastor, nobody in Steinbach, or anywhere else in this world 

knows.  And guess what? Not even the Son himself knows when all these things will take place.  

So be weary of pastors and preachers who claim that they have been revealed when these things 

take place.  Scripture is clear-Only God the Father knows when these things will take place.  

Therefore, Jesus says since we don’t know keep awake, keep alert, and keep looking for the true 

Lord who will bring all things to fulfilment!   

So, we keep watching and waiting, and looking for that something, and that something is far 

better than the perfect job, perfect relationship, or perfect wisdom.  Because these things lead to 

disappointment because with them broken promises, broken relationships, broken hearts and 

spirits.  What we are seeking is God-for He is the only one that can truly fulfil us and the desires 

of our whole universe.  That is why Jesus calls on us to keep awake, to watch, to be vigilant 

because there are many false messiahs out there that preach a very convincing message that 

easily lures us away from our true God. “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.”  

Advent is the 4 week season in the church year when we try to reflect on who or what we are 

truly searching for.  It’s a time to mediate and pray about what it is that will fulfill our heart’s 

desires. The Good News of Advent is that God is also searching for us!  And the story of Advent 
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is not a story of a God waiting to see if we humans will finally figure it out and find Him.  The 

story of Advent is actually God coming to us, and better yet…that He has already found us.  But 

in our searching and seeking, we often fail to see that the gift has already been given, the gift of 

“God with us” the gift of Emmanuel.  There is a clue in the very word “advent’ which means 

“coming” and that refers to the coming of Christ in the past, in the present and in the future.  

Advent is basically saying that there is never a time when Christ is not with you.  And at its 

deepest level, Advent is an invitation to give up our search and let ourselves be found by God 

who came among us as a child, by the God who comes into our hearts, by the God who will meet 

us in every future.  And in the midst of the hustle and bustle of life, isn’t it comforting knowing 

that we have already been found and loved unconditionally by the God who is with us always, 

even to the end of ages? 

Shortly after his conversion St Augustine penned these words: “Thou wast within me, but I was 

outside, and it was there that I searched for thee.  Thou wast with me, but I was not with thee.”  

In other words, all his life Augustine had been searching for love and for God.  Eventually he 

found Him in the most unexpected of all places, inside himself.  God and Love have been inside 

him all along, but he hadn’t been inside himself.   

I think there is a lesson for us as well…We don’t pray to make God present to us, for He is 

already present, but we pray to make ourselves present to Him. Like the young Augustine, we 

are away from ourselves, strangers to our own experience, seeking outside of ourselves for 

something that is already inside us.  The trick is to come home. 

The season of Advent begins today. It is the season of hope and expectation.  Waiting and 

watching for Jesus in our midst is not about passivity.  Jesus’ message about his second advent 

encourages readiness and alertness, active and patient preparation, not idleness or impatience.  
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Expectancy means looking eagerly for opportunities to embody Christ’s purposes in the present, 

as well as in the future.  We expect he’s all around us.  

These words of Jesus do not warn us to keep a physical vigilance as much as a spiritual one.  The 

message warns us to resist the weariness of the world around us.  We are not to become so 

enmeshed in the cultural values and lifestyles that we fall asleep to the spiritual reality that is 

unfolding before us.  Jesus’ message should compel us to discover the complex truth of living in 

the world but not being of it. 

CS Lewis once wrote: “God will invade.  But I wonder whether people who ask God to interfere 

openly and directly in our world quite realize what it will be like when He does…God is going to 

invade, all right...” 

But the question we need to ask ourselves is:  “are we ready for His invasion?” 

Over the next four weeks, we will be hearing the message of Advent-Stay alert.  Keep awake.  

Lift up your heads.  Watch!  So, I invite you in the midst of the chaos of the Christmas rush, to 

take time to look to the horizon.  Watch.  Look for the God who lovingly comes to us, who came 

to us, who is with us now, and will be until the end of the ages.  May you all have a blessed 

Advent! 


