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Christ the King Sunday 2017 A – Matthew 25: 31-46 

 I think it was way back in my first year of University, during a course in Psychology, 

when we talked about perception.  Perception is defined as a certain way of understanding 

something.  Perception can be tricky.  Many people perceive things to be one way when others 

perceive that same thing in another way.  For example, do you see something that costs $29.99 as 

closer to $29 dollars?  Do you say to yourself, “wow, $29 dollars, that’s a good deal?”   Or do 

you see $29.99 as being 30 something dollars after tax?  Do you see a summer rainfall as a 

nuisance…..as something that cancels your golf game or your fishing trip?  Or do you see that 

summer rainfall as something that will give life to the seeds in the farmer’s fields?  Is the 

baptism of an infant just jumping through the hoops……something that we are just supposed to 

do?  Or is it something much more special…..a welcome into God’s eternal family and 

something that comes with promises both made and kept?       

 How we understand things and how we see things in life depends on many different 

factors, but one thing is certain…..perception can sure have a large impact on us.  Take for 

instance our gospel reading for today.  This reading is one of those pieces of scripture that can 

really make us squirm in our seats or give us a good measure of comfort…..it depends on how 

we perceive it.            

 When you heard it read just a few moments ago, did you perceive this parable to be a 

warning?  Did you hear it as a, “you better do this or else” kind of reading?  Were you thinking 

to yourself, “I sure don’t want to be in the shoes of the goats when Christ comes again?”  Or, did 

you find some comfort in today’s gospel reading?  Now, to be fair, most people do not see much 

comfort in this reading.  Most people put themselves right into the situation and reflect upon 

their own memories of feeding the hungry, welcoming the strangers, clothing the naked and 
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visiting the imprisoned.  Most people think about their own performance and wonder if they have 

done enough to be a sheep on the day of judgment.  It’s a very natural thing to do, and if you 

didn’t do it just a while ago, I’m willing to bet that you have done so at more than one point in 

your life.              

 The first words of our reading say, “when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.”  This one sentence gives us an 

impression of an all-powerful God, who has been up to that point, somewhere up above in a far 

away, glorious kingdom.  It would be easy to come to that conclusion because God is all-

powerful and all-knowing.  After all, God created the heavens and the earth and he knew us 

while we were still in our mother’s womb.  We do indeed have an awesome, powerful God.  Our 

God is very much a king who sits on his throne…..and if he is an all-powerful king, who can stop 

him from separating the nations into sheep and goats?      

 But it may be hard for us to really relate to royalty in our day and age.  I mean, we know 

what a king and a queen is, but can we really relate to them since we don’t have a king or a 

queen of our own?  The royal family in England used to have some indirect attachment to us at 

one point in Canada’s history, but this is no longer true.  We have a prime-minister…..at this 

point I’ll bite my tongue and stay safe…..we have a premier and we know much more clearly 

what these positions are about.  So when we read about the Son of man coming in all of his 

glory, accompanied by all the angels and sitting upon his throne, this is something that is way 

beyond our abilities to comprehend.          

 There is something interesting in the reading for today.  Notice that both those identified 

as sheep and those named goats are surprised by what Jesus says.  “Lord, when did we see you 

hungry or thirsty; saw you as a stranger or naked or sick or in prison?  Both the sheep and the 
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goats are surprised when Jesus commends or condemns their behavior.  Neither the sheep nor the 

goats deny what they have done or haven’t done, they are just surprised that Jesus was in all of 

those places among all of those people.  In other words, they were both surprised by where Jesus 

hangs out.  That’s not where mighty kings hang out.  They are much too busy and much too 

important to spend time with all the lowly and the troubled people.  Mighty kings are supposed 

to spend time on their thrones being waited upon not walking around spending time waiting on 

people in need.            

 I’m wondering if the beginning of the reading today was a set-up.  Starting off with 

telling us about the Son of Man coming in glory with all the angels upon his throne…..I just 

wonder if Matthew was making a contrast between a glorious, powerful king who reigns from 

above and a compassionate king who walks with and gives comfort to all who are in need.  This 

king seems to be one that is with the people who are in the greatest need.  Most of our thoughts 

of powerful kings and queens involve them summoning us.  We would never feel confident in 

making the first move.  How many people actually feel good about approaching the throne upon 

which their king or queen sits?  Aren’t they too busy and important to bother with you and I?   

 Almost every Sunday we say in the Apostle’s Creed, “and he will come to judge the 

living and dead.”  Once in a while, we recite in the Nicene Creed, “he will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead.”  In relation to our reading for today, “he will come again in glory 

to judge the sheep and the goats.”  What this parable does for us today is to show us what kind of 

king our Savior is.  He isn’t absent while we wait for judgment day.  He isn’t sitting upon his 

throne in glory with servants waiting upon his every need.  He isn’t sitting there with ladies 

feeding him grapes and young servants fanning him with palm branches.  He is where the people 

in greatest need are.   
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 So when we think about being bold enough to approach Christ the King on this throne or 

waiting for him to come to us…..what should we do?  I would answer by saying that Christ the 

King has already come to you.  In your greatest time of need he was there with you.  He gave 

you strength when you had run out of your own…..he gave you companionship exactly when 

you needed someone the most…..he fed you with love when you were hungriest for it…..he held 

you when you didn’t need words, but just needed another’s understanding…..he wrapped his 

blanket of grace and forgiveness around you when you wanted to condemn yourself…..he 

patiently listened to you when you needed to get something off your chest…..he gave you hope 

when your very life was threatened.           

 This is Christ our King…..not some far away God who will one day come to callously 

judge the nations, but is the God come near to walk with us when we are in our greatest need.  

It’s all about perception.  Do you see this parable as one that forces you to help others so that you 

can save your necks…..so that you can be a sheep on judgment day?  Or can you see the great 

love and compassion that Christ our King has for us?  Because when Jesus shares this parable, he 

is on his way to the cross.  In the very next sentence after our reading Jesus tells his disciples that 

after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.   

 Can you see that perhaps when Jesus says, “coming in glory” that he isn’t talking about 

some final judgment at some point in the future, but is talking instead about his throne being a 

cross upon which he died?  That perhaps he is revealing himself as a king who loved us so much 

that he came to be with us…..all those of us who are at the same time saint and sinner…..all 

those of us who are at the same time sheep and goat.  You miss the whole point of Jesus telling 

us this parable if you do not see that it is not your good deeds that get you the kingdom. We don't 

earn the kingdom…..we inherit it.  Inheritance is determined by the giver, not the receiver.  
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There is not the slightest sense at all that somehow a person, you, I, anybody could get the 

inheritance by doing anything.  It is a free gift that Christ the King wants us to enjoy to its fullest.  

 This thinking about the judgment day to come…..that hard to imagine day somewhere in 

the future, if seen through the eyes of grace, re-directs us to today.  We don’t worry about 

judgment day so much that we can’t take our focus off of our own performance, but instead, we 

are released from that fear to see the hungry, the poor, the naked, the lonely and the sick people 

around us.  Have you ever wondered why it feels so good to give to someone else…..to do 

something nice for someone else in need?  Have you ever wondered why it just feels so good to 

know that someone else has benefitted from something you did?      

 If seen through the eyes of grace it isn’t about us or for us, but it is truly for the one in 

need.  And it feels so good…..a deep down in the soul goodness that is hard to explain.  And it 

feels so good because Christ our King was there.  In that interaction…..whatever it is you did for 

the other person in need, Christ our King was there.  Even if our brains cannot comprehend how 

this can be, our hearts and our souls know, because Christ our King was there.  This is the kind 

of King we have…..and he walks beside you helping you in your greatest need.  And when you 

walk with him long enough he will lead you to someone else in need where you will encounter 

him once again.  How is it possible to have a king that would act in this way?  Can you perceive 

of a king who would rather serve others in need than be served himself?  Accept it my 

friends…..for he isn’t just a perception…..he is our king.  And thanks be to God it is so.  Amen.   

  

 


