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May the words of my mouth… 

 

Today, we gather on this most special day to celebrate, and to remember All the Saints.  Those 

we’ve known, those we don’t know, and those who still walk beside us-they could be our 

parents, friends, mentors, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders, other family members.    These 

people these Martyrs (Witnesses) are special to us because they have, in some way or another, 

played an important role in our faith lives, or continue to do so.  But we also gather to remember 

the martyrs who have died in he faith, who alongside the prophets, and apostles -the great 

multitude, as the Book of Revelation says,  stand before God’s throne, night and day worshiping 

Him.   

And, it doesn’t just stop there.  You and I are called to be saints.  We are called saints because of 

the love the Father has for us, through His Son, with the Holy Spirit.  It is only by what Jesus had 

accomplished that we are called beloved children of God-Saints.   And we are reminded of our 

sainthood today with the “Sermon on the Mount” or also known as “the Beatitudes.”  Matthew 5 

speaks powerfully to us today, as we lovingly remember all God’s Saints.  But, in a way, I think, 

the Beatitudes are more for living saints than for those who have died. “Blessed are the …for 

theirs..” 

Makarios is the Greek word used here to describe blessed, fortunate, happy privileged.  In the 

early church, the happy ones sometimes referred to the martyrs.  But it is hard to picture a smile 

on the face of those suffering.  Yet, Jesus says“blessed are you when people hate you, revile you, 

and persecute you”.  How can blessedness be associated with such unpleasant things?  On the 

one hand it is not.  The present state of affairs for believers may include poverty, broken spirit, 

humility, and mourning.  Blessed are they, Jesus says, but clearly not because of their current 

circumstances, because “for theirs…”.  

Their very blessing lies in their being a part of the Kingdom of God, which exists both in the 

present and in the future.  For God is at work in the present world, bringing the Kingdom to 

completion.  Therefore, those in the present kingdom of God who “are” in difficult 

circumstances “will be” blessed when our Heavenly Father brings about the new creation.  And 

those of us here today, who find ourselves in difficult situations, take comfort because you will 

be “blessed” when God makes all things new. 

This is even true for the faithful who are humble and poor, and is even more evident among 

those who show mercy, strive for peace, are pure in heart, and endure persecution all for Jesus’ 

sake.  We all know or have known saints who have lived this Kingdom living.  And, we are 

called saints only because of our relationship in and to Christ, but that it is Christ who brings 

about any all possibility of goodness or holiness.  This is the power of Grace. This Grace makes 

it possible for us to be sanctified called to be Saints, children of God, in Christ Jesus.   

And it is important here that we are not gathered to invoke the saints, but we are nonetheless 

encouraged to honour them and to seek to be inspired by their examples.  For after all we do 

claim to believe in “One, Holy, Catholic, (universal) and Apostolic Church,” and in “the 

Communion of Saints” In other words, the church, the body of Christ, is One, and all who are or 

ever have been faithful to Christ are members of that one Body.  (Cemetery circle).  Those we 

see and those whom we love but see no longer.  It’s so beautiful to know that the church is one-

One Body, One Communion and Fellowship that is not hindered by space and time.  Revelation 

paints a beautiful picture of that.  It gives us a glimpse of where we will, one day, go from 

earthly worship to heavenly worship where we will gather around the throne of the Lamb. 
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And what does this all mean for us today?  It means we should ourselves, in our own generation, 

seek to become saints.  For what is the point in honouring to follow the example of the Saints 

(those we know, and those we do not know) if we are not ourselves intending to become more 

saintly-to follow the Saints as they followed Christ?  And this in turn means that we should seek 

to be a distinctive people in the world.  After all, if we are following the example of the Saints, 

who Always look to Christ as their example, we are not likely to end up looking just like the rest 

of the world.   

And actually, that’s what the Beatitudes reminds us of-being a follower of Jesus is not easy.  

There will be challenges because the ways of God’s Kingdom are not the ways of the world.  

And God requires much of us His Saints, and He lovingly asks us to live our lives in accordance 

to the name we bear-“Christians.”  For we are meant to be representatives “ambassadors,” for 

Christ and His Kingdom in this foreign land-we are called to be as C. S. Lewis said “little 

Christs” in this world- to actually take up the cross and follow Jesus.  Be like Jesus! 

But we don’t try and be like Jesus alone.  The Church, over the centuries is to be a kind of “tag 

team of holiness”.  Think of it like the image of a parent taking the hand of a son, or daughter, 

one generation of the Church taking the hand of the next, one saint taking the hand of the next: 

that is what All Saint’s Day invite us to celebrate.  The passing down of the Faith, of God’s 

Grace and mercy, of God’s redeeming unconditional Love available to all.  This is the Day that 

invites us into the most wonderful, mysterious, and fulfilling adventures: of seeking to become 

holy, by following the examples of the Saints as they followed the example of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.   

So what can all of this mean for the “saints in the making” (you and I) to whom we preach on All 

Saint’s Day?  It means that we align ourselves today with that long historic chorus of brothers 

and sisters who have been sanctified by Christ, people who, in happiness or difficulty, found thei 

hope in Jesus and made their way as part of the Kingdom of God. Today, we join their work, in 

our own generation as people who live according to the Kingdom values outlined by our Lord in 

our Gospel for today. And we celebrate that our blessings reside both in the present and the 

future.  For you and I are blesssed to belong to the Kingdom of God that is ever moving toward a 

new creation, and we are blessed to be called Christ’s ambassadors, to spread the message of 

what His Kingdom is all about. And we are blessed because Jesus promises an eternal life of 

blessedness once this life is over. 

My friends, as we gather here today remember and rejoice in all the blessed Saints of God, those 

we walk with now, and those who we honour but celebrate their faithful Gospel witness.  May 

we remember them for the holy lives they lived.  Let us seek to follow their good examples, 

examples passed down through the ages by faithful Christians all over the world, for the 

remainder of our days, until that great triumphant day when the Lord of Heaven and earth shall 

wipe away all our tears, and welcome us with those comforting words “Come you blessed of my 

Father, inherit the Kingdom.”  And we too shall be markarioi, blessed, happy in the presence of 

our God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, to whom be all honour and glory world without end.  Amen 

 

 

 

 


