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May the words of my mouth… 

I’m going to start my message off today with a sentence we’ve all heard, and even 

perhaps have said ourselves… “I don’t go to church because of all the hypocrites.” 

I get this response from my two younger sisters when I ask them if they’d been to 

church lately... And honestly, when you think about it, we are sinners, and not 

perfect.  So, there will be times when we are hypocrites- a hypocrite is defined 

as a person who acts in contradiction to his or her stated beliefs or feelings.  I 

invite you, as I share my message, I invite you to think about that line today as we 

consider Jesus’ parable of the wedding feast.  

But first, we need to first learn what is church. The Greek word for church 

“ekklesia” is defined literally as “a calling out” as in the assembly of Christians – 

the gathering of the “called out ones.” In terms of today’s gospel, the church is the 

gathering of the invited ones that responded to the King’s loving invitation. The 

church is, first of all, the gathering of those that showed up when they were invited. 

We all have been invited to events-perhaps even a social or two? Or a Kitchen 

party.  Well, the fact is, not much has changed since Jesus’ time on earth.   In that 

day, it was common that when there is a wedding banquet being held in your 

village-you go.  You are culturally required to go. And actually, it was culturally 

unacceptable to refuse to go to the wedding feast. Sick or not, you had to be there.  

Knowing the culture of Jesus’ day, brings a sense of clout from the parable. For to 

have been invited not once, but twice and then not to have attended would have 
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already been a huge burn to the host. But as terrible as that seems, that’s actually 

not the worst thing that happened in our parable today! The guests not only didn’t 

show up, they abused and even killed the king’s messengers that came with a 

reminder invitation.  Very uncalled for! 

So with all that in mind, what are we to make of this parable?  Some have said 

that…, the banquet represents the end of days; a Heavenly Banquet prepared by our 

loving Heavenly Father given for all, who accept the invitation to the table. The 

banquet portrayed in Psalm 23, perhaps? Or perhaps it is a banquet portraying who 

is in and who is out? How about that wedding garment? What was Jesus implying 

here? According to church tradition, the garment represents all who have been 

baptized in Christ, like Daisy was today. We are clothed in Christ, symbolized by 

the wedding garment.  Because Christ is the Bridegroom and all who are baptized 

in Him-become the ekklesia, the church,  and the church is the Bride of Christ.   

Whatever angle you like to take on this parable, one angle we don’t often here 

about is on the problem of hypocrisy – and more specifically…calling oneself a 

Christian and yet neither responding to the Lord’s invitation to His feast nor-being 

ready for the feast when one did show up.  

Yes, we are taking the more challenging road here by not turning to focus on what 

many preachers will be touching on today…exactly what many want to hear the 

teaching about inclusion. Speaking of inclusion makes us feel good, and makes us 

look good, makes us culturally cutting edge.  But Anglican Bishop N.T. (Tom) 
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Wright points out. although “We want to hear a nice story about God’s throwing 

the party open to everyone and we want to be ‘inclusive’, to let everyone in. We 

don’t want to know about judgment on the wicked, or about demanding standards 

of holiness, or about weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew for Everyone: Part 

Two, 82). 

So for those that want this to be a story about “inclusivity”, remember, many 

people in the story didn’t show up for the feast even though they were invited to 

partake in God’s abundance.  Their decisions caused their outcome.  In other 

words, the never ending grace of God, freely given is actually refused, in this 

parable, and the tragedy is that the death of Jesus gets wasted when the resurrected 

and ever present Lord has no place in the lives of those who don’t attend His 

Heavenly Feast.  

But don’t you find this refusal of attending a fine feast a bit bizarre?  How many 

people do you know that have been invited to a free grand feast/a social, actually 

turn it down?  Is it safe to say that only a silly person would not come to a free 

feast?  Like, who wouldn’t want to join us for the amazing potluck we’re having on 

Reformation Sunday? And there’s more…not only a free feast, but silly is the 

person that is given a free set of wedding clothes (the garment of Christ’s 

righteousness, freely given at our baptisms, not by our own merit) and refuses to 

wear it. How many times have we ever refused free clothes? And really, who 

would refuse to come to the party wearing the free clothes provided them?  
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As silly as it sounds, this is the point our Lord was trying to get across.  Who 

would be so foolish as to refuse God’s abundance and grace?  In other words, as 

Bishop Wright says: “His [Jesus’] love reached them [those that were invited to the 

feast] where they were, but his love refused to let them stay as they were. Love 

wants the best for the beloved. Their lives were transformed, healed, and changed.”  

God’s Love leads us where our lives are transformed, healed, forgiven, and 

changed.  

 Thus, “The point of the parable is that Jesus is telling the truth, the truth that 

political and religious leaders often like to hide: the truth that God’s kingdom is a 

kingdom in which love and justice and truth and mercy and holiness reign 

unhindered. They are the clothes we need to wear for the wedding. And if we 

refuse to put them on, we are saying we don’t want to stay at the party. That is the 

reality. If we don’t have the courage to say so, we are deceiving ourselves, and 

everyone who listens to us” ( Wright: Matthew for Everyone: Part Two, 84-85). 

Furthermore if we do show up for the feast but we want to stay just the way we are, 

we’re hypocrites. Christ Jesus died on the cross for the ungodly, for your sins and 

mine, but that’s not the end of the story; it’s the beginning.  

You see, in the early church, and still in some places today, a new Christian was 

baptized naked and then was clothed with a white robe, signifying that the person 

had died to sin with Jesus and been reborn -- raised to a new life, clothed in 

Christ’s righteousness. 
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And Christ’s righteousness is a free gift, always has been, always will be. The 

wedding garment for the marriage feast is a free gift. God’s grace is a free gift. 

That is why Baptism is a way of life. And daily, we are called to renounce 

hypocrisy, and sin, so that we can be a joyful guest at our Heavenly Father’s feast, 

clothed in Christ’s righteousness. 

So may we gladly answer God’s loving call to come to the feast, where we will 

receive the body and blood of Christ in our empty hands. Gladly take off the filthy 

old clothes of your rebellion, and put on Christ Jesus every day.  

 

 

 


