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Pentecost 8A – Matt. 13: 31-33, 44-52 

 Have you ever been disappointed or frustrated because someone was supposed to do 

something…..and in the end they didn’t?  For example, someone was supposed to meet you at a 

certain time in a certain place.  You show up at the correct time at the correct place only to find 

that the other person doesn’t show up and you end up feeling disappointed or frustrated.  Or how 

about someone close to you forgetting your birthday or an anniversary?  When that happens you 

are definitely left feeling disappointed or frustrated.  Yes, expectations can be rough.  We have 

expectations of people…..like remembering a meeting, birthdays and anniversaries and the like, 

and other people have expectations of us.  And quite often in life those expectations are 

disappointed.             

 But it isn’t always the fault of the one who did the forgetting.  Yes, if a husband forgets 

his wives birthday, that is most definitely his fault and he is deserving of anything that might 

happen afterwards.  But sometimes disappointment is the fault of the one who is disappointed.  

Sometimes we have expectations that are too high and it isn’t really fair of us to expect them to 

be carried out.  Like a boss who expects perfect attendance from his staff…..like a school teacher 

who expects his or her seventh grade students to listen attentively through a two hour lecture.  

Sometimes our expectations are either too high or are misguided.      

 There are many people in the church who are left disappointed and frustrated because 

they expect too much from religion.  I’m sure you have all heard someone say, “I stay away from 

church because I asked God for a sign and I didn’t get one.”  Here we have an expectation that is 

both unfair and unreasonable.  God is not there to immediately prove his existence to everyone 

who asks for a sign.  God doesn’t exist to open up parking spots for us….God doesn’t exist to 

make sure the weather is perfect for our holidays and to make sure our favorite sports teams win 
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the championship.  People like these are looking for the right thing in the wrong way…..their 

expectations are unrealistic and misguided.          

 In today’s gospel reading we hear several short parables from Jesus about the kingdom of 

heaven.  In two of these parables Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a treasure.  One is 

like treasure hidden in a field and the other is like a merchant in search of fine pearls.  In both of 

these comparisons the person finding the treasure sells all that he has and goes and buys the 

treasure.  Parables like these…..parables about the kingdom of heaven tend to make us really pay 

attention.  We try and try to figure out what Jesus is talking about so that we can learn more 

about the kingdom that awaits us.          

 When we read these two parables certain questions often come up.  Where exactly is this 

treasure?  Is the treasure to be found in the Bible?  Is the treasure to be found in the church?  

How can we afford to buy such precious treasure?  We ask questions like these because don’t we 

want the kingdom of heaven?  Don’t we all want to be there with our Savior and our dearly 

departed loved ones and spend eternity with them?  Last Sunday the disciples asked Jesus to 

explain the parable of the wheat and the tares because they didn’t immediately understand what 

it meant.  Unfortunately, when Jesus asks the disciples if they understood today’s parables, they 

say, “yes.”  If only they had said “no” then Jesus would have given them, and us, more 

information about this treasure.          

 And this is where misguided expectations come in.  This is exactly where our disjointed 

expectations cause us to be disappointed and frustrated.  This is exactly why so many people 

don’t seek to grow in their faith.  They are frustrated and beyond disappointed at not knowing 

exactly what to do to earn the kingdom of heaven.  They want to be there as badly as anyone else 

but they begin to doubt when they are left not knowing what the treasure is and how they can 
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possibly afford to buy it.  We certainly don’t want to doubt…..we want to be secure in our faith 

and we look for the leaders in the church to tell us what these parables really mean…..we look to 

the trained clergy to answer the questions that so many of us have.      

 Well, this trained member of the clergy can tell you this.  The treasure about which Jesus 

speaks in these parables is not something for us to find.   This treasure is not something that we 

have to seek out.  This treasure is not something that we have to save up and buy…..the treasure 

about which Jesus speaks is you.  You are God’s treasure.  God has given up everything for you.  

Our Savior died an agonizing death for you.  The kingdom of God is like the Savior of the world 

seeking you out, reaching down into your life, calling you his treasure, and giving you 

everlasting salvation.  And even if we would rather know, with certainty, what the kingdom of 

heaven will be like, we can take comfort from knowing that it will be far more wondrous than we 

had ever dared to expect.           

 So where does that leave us in the meantime?  Knowing that the kingdom of heaven is 

like being forever in a place where we are valued as treasure is certainly a beautiful 

thought…..but how can that thought help us now in the midst of our everyday lives?  Last 

Sunday I talked about how doing small things to make someone else’s life better are often way 

more powerful than we give them credit for.  This may remind you of another of today’s 

parables…..the parable of the mustard seed, and how a small seed can grow into something big 

enough for birds to build their nests in.  Small deeds done with good intentions can easily grow 

into bigger things, but there is more to it than that.        

 It's not just about how little things turn in to great big things.  It's more about how the 

kingdom of God takes over everything around it.  The mustard takes over the field.  The yeast 

takes over the bread.  They are small and seem insignificant, but they change everything around 
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them.  That is how the kingdom of God works.  When Christ comes again God’s vision for the 

world will be complete.  The absolute beauty and wonder of that kingdom will completely take 

over…..it will take over from the struggles of our lives.  It will take over the stress, the 

uncertainty, the suffering, the mourning…..and all that will be left will be love, beauty and 

wonder, the likes of which go far beyond our wildest expectations.      

 But for now we are called to be the wheat…..we are called to be the mustard seeds…..we 

are called to be the yeast…..we are called to go out into our corners of the world and help God’s 

kingdom to spread and grow.  Even though there are weeds out in the fields we are called to keep  

trying…..to be confident in knowing that these seemingly small things that we do to help others 

are making a difference.  And when we ourselves are overpowered by the struggles that life can 

bring, we return to the house of God to hear once again how much this God loves us…..to hear 

once again that we are treasure in his eyes…..treasure that was purchased by the blood of the 

Son…..to hear once again about the kingdom of heaven.        

  In the kingdom of heaven, God gives you all you need…..Jesus gives you himself.  

When you are struggling with something in your life and all else has been stripped 

away…..when you are most vulnerable and most in need, Jesus reminds you that he has offered 

you himself…..and he reminds you that you are his precious treasure…..in his eyes, you are a 

fine pearl.  Today, Jesus once again, offers himself to you.  He gives you his body in the 

bread…..he gives you his blood in the wine.  As you partake of this special gift, Jesus gives 

himself to you fully, so that you may know the forgiveness of all your sins…..so that you may 

receive whatever it is that you need the most.         

 Jesus holds nothing back from you so that you may know the completeness of his love.  

You are God’s great treasure, and God gives himself to you so that you may be his own forever.  
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A love this great is likely not what we would expect…..a grace so amazing is likely not what we 

would expect we deserve…..but you and I are treasure anyway.  Don’t try to rationalize 

it…..don’t try to make earthly sense of it…..just let it wash over you…..just let it transform you 

and walk out of here later today shining as bright as a fine pearl.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

   

  


