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Pentecost 7A Sermon – July 23, 2017 

I would like to begin by telling you about Janice.  When Janice went off to University 

after high school she was much like every other student…..she had equal amounts of fear and 

excitement as she set out to study in the big city.  Janice always had a kind heart and during her 

time in University her heart was captured by families who lost relatives to drug abuse.  Janice 

had a cousin who died from a drug overdose while she was still in high school and that lead to 

her passion for her war against drugs.          

 She joined a group at the University that focused on increasing awareness of drugs and 

all the harm they could do to your body and to your life.  Janice enjoyed her time with the group 

but she felt she needed to do more.  She couldn’t believe that there were people in her 

community that made money off of other people’s suffering so she went to the city police to see 

how she could help to bring these people into the custody of the law.  She thought that maybe 

she could take some training and do some undercover work of some kind.  It was a noble 

thought, but when Janice left her interview with the police she was more disheartened than ever.   

 The police thanked her for her work at the University and encouraged her to continue 

with increasing drug awareness.  They told her that there would always be drug dealers no matter 

what the police or any other concerned citizens did.  They promised her that they would continue 

to work hard to enforce the law to the best of their abilities, but the war against drugs would 

always rage on.  Later that night, in the midst of her disillusionment, Janice said to her 

roommate, “sometimes I wonder why we should even bother…..it seems too big of a problem to 

fix.”              

 If we allow ourselves to be completely honest, the truth of the matter is that we are 

imperfect people living in an imperfect world…..and sometimes bad things happen to good 
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people.  We know what we would like to see the world become…..Janice knew what she would 

like to see in terms of drugs, but despite many heroic and courageous efforts on the part of many, 

evil still exists in our world and sometimes it seems as if we should just give up because what 

good can we do anyway against such a huge enemy?  Maybe Janice had the right of it….. “why 

should we even bother…..it’s just too big of a problem to fix.”     

 Sometimes we forget that what lies beyond our power also lies beyond our responsibility. 

There are problems in us and around us that lie beyond our power to prevent or correct.  Today’s 

parable about the wheat and the tares has much to say on this matter and it is a very practical 

reminder for all of us.  Tares were a poisonous weed called "bearded darnel."  In the early stages 

of growth the tares so closely resembled wheat that it wasn’t possible to tell one from the other. 

By the time they were distinguishable, the roots of the wheat and tares were so grown together 

that it wasn’t possible to weed out the tares without uprooting the wheat.  It was important to let 

them both grow together until harvest time.       

 In the parable, a farmer sowed good seed in his field, but in the night an enemy came and 

sowed tares with the wheat.  When the crop began to mature, it became obvious that the noxious 

weed had been sown with the wheat.  The servants offered to pull up the tares, but the wise 

farmer said, "no, let them both grow together until harvest time.  Then we will separate the tares 

from the wheat."  The not very nice picture of an enemy sowing tares in a wheat field was 

familiar to the people of Galilee who first heard this parable.  This mean deed was sometimes 

actually done.  This crime and its punishment was written down in ancient Roman law.  

 The disciples were puzzled by the parable and asked Jesus to explain it. He replied by 

saying that at the end of the age the angels of God would separate the evil from the good.  The 

parable helps us to understand that there will always be tares in the wheat field.  One of the last 
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things that Jesus said to his disciples in the gospel of John was, “in the world you will always 

have trouble." And in Matthew Jesus said, "the rain falls upon the just and the unjust." Life is 

difficult.  Jesus never promised us that we might become so good or so wise that no tares would 

ever grow in our wheat fields.  Things happen in our world and in our lives that are beyond our 

power to prevent and beyond our power to fix.  No matter how hard we work or how good we 

may be, something or someone comes by while we are sleeping and sows tares in our field.

 The parable teaches us that sometimes there is not much, if anything, that we can do 

about the tares in the wheat.  Jesus teaches us that there are situations in life so tangled up that 

they can never be untangled in this world.  As Janice discovered, there are knots which no mortal 

can untie.  We tend to be a generation that believes everything that goes wrong can be 

fixed…..and fixed quickly.  Our modern culture encourages these quick fixes by assuring us that 

we can have a pain free life…..but, of course, this is a myth.  So once again we think about 

Janice and her disillusionment when she said, “sometimes I wonder why we should even 

bother…..it seems too big of a problem to fix.”         

 A man came home from work eager to see his wife and his two young children, but when 

he walked through the door his eagerness was replaced by shock.  His wife was in the process of 

cooking dinner and looking after the two youngsters.  Both of the kids were crying and the pot 

on the stove was boiling over.  The husband came in the kitchen and noticed that his wife was 

also crying.  He asked her what the problem was.  She told him that everything was just going 

wrong.  He immediately asked her what he could do to help.  She looked up at him with teary 

eyes and said, “what’s done is done, just comfort me.”  There are times in which there is nothing 

you can do except to give comfort.  If this is all that you can do, then it is enough.  

 This parable teaches us that there is an evil force afoot in the world.  There are evil 
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persons and evil situations which we cannot change in the way that we would like.  This parable 

teaches us that unsolvable problems will be properly handled in the end by God who alone has 

the wisdom, the power, and the right to judge.  And for us Christians…..just because there are no 

easy answers to the hard problems in life does not mean there are no answers.  The Gospel 

solution is not a quick fix.  It is a life-long commitment to the kind of faith and love that is so 

clearly seen in Jesus.  It is not easy and it is not quick, but when you see it lived out in someones 

life, no explanation is needed.        

 Let me tell you a story.  In 1947, just months after Jackie Robinson’s major league 

baseball debut, the Cleveland Indians signed the second African American player by the name of 

Larry Doby.  He was reputed to be a good player, and an excellent hitter.  He came to bat in this 

first game, and the fans waited to see if he was as good as they said.  It was a disaster.  He swung 

at the first three pitches and missed them all…..in fact, he missed them badly.  Whether he was 

nervous or whether it was something else, we don’t know.    After he struck out, the fans "booed" 

him off the field.  Larry Doby stared at the ground as he walked back to the dugout.  He went to 

the end of the bench, sat down, and put his head in his hands.     

 The next batter was second baseman Joe Gordon, an All Star hitter, who had always hit 

this particular pitcher well.  Everyone knew that Joe was a good hitter and he happened to be 

swinging the bat very well at the moment.  He stepped up to the plate, swung at the first three 

pitches, missing them all badly.  The fans could not believe it.  A huge silence fell over the 

crowd.  Joe Gordon stared at the ground as he walked back to the dugout.  He went to the end of 

the bench, sat right beside Larry Doby, and put his head in his hands.    

 That is the stuff of which baseball legends are made.  Even today people wonder, did he 

strike out on purpose?  Of course, nobody knows for sure, except Joe Gordon.  But, I can tell you 
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this……it is reported that from that day on, Larry Doby never went on the baseball field before 

reaching down to pick up the glove of his teammate, Joe Gordon, and hand it to him.  Even if 

this act on the part of Joe Gordon meant what we think it did, it did not cure the problem of 

prejudice in the stadium that day, but it did represent everything that one person could do at that 

time and place to help.           

 Maybe you can’t fix the big problems in life, but you can do something.  If you have 

done all that you can with some problem that is beyond your power to fix, then it is enough.  

Jesus tells us today to trust in God…..to trust that God will finish the job at harvest time.  Until 

then we are called out into the world as Christ’s disciples.  Being a follower of Christ and 

trusting in God the Father doesn’t mean that we can prevent the tares from springing up amongst 

the wheat….it doesn’t mean that we will eliminate evil and hatred.     

 But it does mean that we can do our part in our corners of the world…..it does mean that 

we can lift others up around us.  We can stand up against evil and hatred shining the light of 

Christ into someone else’s life.  There is great, lasting, life-changing power in seemingly small 

acts.  Striking out in a baseball game isn’t really that big of a deal, but when it comes to what 

really matters in life, it can be much more powerful than a home run.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

 

 

  

 

  


