
Let us pray…May the words of my mouth… 

What a day to be gathered together! And no matter where we are gathered, our Lord is present!  

He is here, here in this place.  And today, we gather for a special reason-we gather to support 

Kadin, Justin, Erika, Luke, Cole, Drew, Michael, Hannah, and Arabella.  We also gather as 

witnesses to the vows which each of them will be making in a few minutes.  These vows are the 

exact same vows that your parents and Godparents had made all those years ago, before God and 

His church.   Today is the day that the whole church, both on earth, and the church in heaven 

rejoice; because today, you will be coming before God, saying Yes! Yes to continuing living 

your life as a disciple of Christ.  Yes, to continuing to be witnesses to the Gospel in your life.  

And what a day to rejoice with you, your family, your friends, all your Sunday School teachers, 

mentors, guides, presenters.  And all who have played a major role in your disciple training!   

And guess what?  Today is not the end of a journey, but just the opposite.  Like, for the early 

church when our Lord was crucified, they thought it was the end, but boys were they surprised!!  

God chose to call His people to play a vital role in proclaiming the Gospel of Grace and 

Salvation.  He equips us with the Holy Spirit, and a Christian Community, so that we can go out 

empowered and strengthened to boldly proclaim who He is to this world.  You and I are 

witnesses of these things!!! 

And so here we are on Pentecost Sunday.   The day the Holy Spirit comes down upon the early 

Christians.  There is much to say about the importance of Pentecost, and the impact the Holy 

Spirit had on the early church, and still does today.  

 While I was preparing my sermon for today, I discovered a short but powerful video interpreting 

one pastor’s own understanding of Pentecost.  The video begins with a series of powerful 

questions on the challenges of being Christian.  How can we be witnesses of these things when 



we’re bogged down worrying about the future of the church?  We are scared…how can we keep 

going on with so many challenges standing before us?  Money?   Youth?   Disagreements?  The 

future of the Parish? Divisions? How can we reach those people “outside the box”? (Called the 

church).  Will there be youth in the church? Will there be enough youth to keep the church going 

after I’m gone?  Is there a future in my community? 

At this point, the screen turns from black to white, and the video continues…there was a story of 

this once in the Bible…questions of how to get the message to the people.  Will there even be a 

future?  Then all of a sudden, in the upper room…. SILENCE (pause a few seconds).  The Spirit 

came! Yes, the Holy Spirit came…. to them! He didn’t take away their problems; come to think 

of it, He gave them another problem…this is the problem:  We’ve got a story to tell and we can’t 

help but tell it!  Because it’s Pentecost!   

What really stuck in my mind was the picture of a box (which represented the church in the 

video) Within the box was the disciples in the upper room-scared, afraid, confused, doubting, 

and worried.  It is where we find ourselves sometimes, just like they were.  Because we are 

uncertain of what the face of the Church is going to look like when we’re gone.   

When Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples were worried about their mission of spreading 

Christ’s message. “How can we be witnesses when we can’t remember much of what Jesus 

taught us?” 

But then, for the disciples, something awesome and mind blowing happened!  There came a 

fierce wind, and then fire from heaven.  Jesus left them with a blessing, and a mission!  But 

there’s a catch…Pentecost is about going outside the box.  And so, Pentecost presents us with a 

problem.  The problem is that the people can now hear the Gospel in their own language, so the 

disciples cannot stay in the box anymore—they must get out and preach!  The Holy Spirit, whom 



Jesus promised, has come! Now they have no excuse.  The barriers are down!  They must step 

outside the box—outside and share Christ’s message of grace and salvation with all peoples. 

Pentecost has also broken down national barriers, so that all might be brought back to the family 

of God, thereby undoing the punishment of the Tower of Babel, where “the true origin of the 

different nations and languages of the world were born.”   

And the Holy Spirit is still at work, wherever there is a Christian Community-HE is working in 

us HERE and NOW!  And He is alive and working as well within each of us.  Each and every 

day, God’s real power and presence, and His grace, peace, and love, come to us in so many 

different ways.  For C.S. Lewis, author of the Chronicles of Narnia and Mere Christianity, the 

Holy Spirit came to him in the feeling of a presence “that in a strange way was both about me 

and within me like a light or warmth.  I was overwhelmingly possessed by someone, who was 

not myself.  And yet, I felt more myself than ever before.  I was filled with intense happiness and 

almost unbearable joy, as I had never known before or never known since.  And overall, there 

was a deep sense of peace, security, and certainly.”   

We all encounter the Holy Spirit in different ways.  For some, it’s the words of assurance that 

you are forgiven, or through the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist.  For others, it is 

through the Word of God.  For still others, it comes in the words of hope when meeting with the 

Doctor.  Or the growth of seeds in your garden.  A miracle occurs or a thousand miracles occur 

and you know; you know first hand God’s goodness and grace to you in Jesus Christ through the 

awesome power of the Holy Spirit. 

So Confirmands, and all gathered in this place, whatever shape Pentecost takes for you one thing 

is certain.  Jesus promises us the Holy Spirit to help us, to challenge us, and to equip us with 

wisdom as we journey in faith, out into God’s mission field with His message.  And you don’t do 



it alone, we are called to help one another along the way.  So, where is the Holy Spirit guiding 

you today?  Where is the Holy Spirit guiding our Congregation?  Where is the Holy Spirit 

sending you? 

Confirmands, the road as a Christian is not easy, but have faith, keep courage, hold fast to what 

is good, and remember that your faith community is here to support you, walk along side you, as 

you come to discover Him more and more, and as you go out into the world using your gifts to 

share His Message.  And when you doubt, or are afraid, there are folks all around you who you 

can turn to, because I’ll guarantee they’ve been there to.  This is the beauty of being an active 

part of a Christian Community, whether it is St Paul’s, or another.  Look for opportunities to 

continue growing in your faith, because your new journey is about to begin.  

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of thy faithful people, and kindle in them the fire of thy love.  

Alleluia Amen. 


