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Easter 7A – John 17: 1-11 

 As we gather together today on this the last Sunday in the season of Easter, I would like 

to begin with a question…..how would you define “eternal life?”  If it was possible to have a one 

on one interview with all of you here this morning to hear all your responses to this question, I’m 

willing to bet that a clear central theme would emerge.  And don’t worry, many interviews were 

held over the question, “how would you define eternal life”…..so I don’t have to.  And the 

results of these interviews do show one clear central theme.  The theme is that “eternal life” is 

seen as an escape.             

 Even if people didn’t use the word “escape” in their descriptions of eternal life, they used 

other words to describe it.  To a large number of people eternal life is escaping the boundaries of 

beginning and endings…..it is escaping from time as we know it to a place that is infinite and 

everlasting…..it is escaping the grave and it is escaping from the mortality that we all face.  

Eternal life is escaping sin and separation from God…..it is escaping from stress, worry, anxiety 

and all types of suffering.  Most of us, in one way or another, would define “eternal life” as an 

escape.             

 You all heard the gospel reading from John…..did you hear something special in that 

reading?  I say that because the entire reading is Jesus praying for his disciples.  And he is not off 

somewhere by himself praying while the disciples nap…..not this time…..Jesus’ prayer to the 

Father before his arrest takes place around a table after a meal and, this time, the disciples hear 

every word that he says.  And in the midst of this prayer did you hear something special?  Did 

you hear Jesus tell us what eternal life is?  Jesus tells us in verse three …..he says, “and this is 

eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”   

 There it is…..there is the definition of eternal life.  “That they may know you….. ‘they’ 
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meaning his disciples….. ‘they’ meaning you and I.”  How many of you would have thought 

about eternal life in that way?  Most people would not.  Eternal life, we are told, is not only an 

escape from something horrible to something wonderful, eternal life, is first of all, knowing 

God…..it is knowing God as the creator and sustainer of all things, the one who called creation 

into being.  And the best way to get to know this all powerful, amazing God is to get to know the 

one who was permitted to leave his right hand and come to walk among us.  You have heard it 

said more than once from this pulpit, from more than one pastor, that the best way to know God 

is to know God’s Son.           

  John’s gospel gives us a good idea of what God is like through the actions of the Son.  

During the wedding at Cana you will recall that Jesus asked for six stone water jars to be filled to 

the brim.  He then changed that water into wine showing us that his grace is filled to the brim.  

His grace pours out in excess upon us.  So no matter what we have done in the past God’s 

forgiveness and grace washes us clean so that we are seen as perfect in the eyes of God.  Think 

about what he did for us in order to accomplish that.  To know the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom he sent, is to know eternal life.        

 You might recall a troubled Samaritan woman heading for Jacob’s well in the heat of the 

day.  You might recall that a certain Jewish man was relaxing by the well when she came to it.  

This Jewish man initiated conversation with her and she soon discovered that he knew 

everything about her and exactly why she was so troubled.  Many Samaritans came to believe 

because of this surprising conversation.  If you ever feel troubled…..if you ever feel troubled 

because you believe yourself to be too far gone for your Savior to love you, then please know 

that the living water that he gives is for all…..all who call upon his name…..nobody is too far 

gone to receive this living water.  To know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he sent, is 
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to know eternal life.            

 You might also recall from John’s gospel how Jesus went out of his way to heal on the 

Sabbath showing how he would rather care about us than follow ancient tradition.  You might 

recall about how he fed the five thousand and how they gathered twelve baskets full of bread 

after everyone was full.  Our Savior will give you whatever you hunger for and fill you in ways 

you didn’t expect.  You might recall how he walked on water calming the fears of the disciples 

in the boat.  In like fashion the Son of God will soothe your fears and doubts if you call upon his 

name and the storm that is brewing in your life will be stilled.  You might recall how Jesus said 

that he was the light of the world.  Following that light you and I will never stumble along in the 

darkness again.  Over and over again we learn about God through the actions of the Son.  To 

know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he sent, is to know eternal life.   

 Christ’s being born in a barn shows us how God comes from the lofty heights to dwell 

with us right in the midst of our often messy lives.  Christ chooses his disciples from all sorts of 

people to show us that we can all be his witnesses, not only prophets, priests and kings.  Christ 

went to the cross like a lamb to show us that he is much more a suffering servant than he is a 

demanding Master.  Christ’s sending of the Holy Spirit shows us that he is much more than just 

the Creator…..that he is Counselor and comforter.  Everything that Christ said and did shows us 

that God comes to us in love and forgiveness.  To know the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom he sent, is to know eternal life.         

 These are just a few brief, but important, reminders of who our God is and what he is 

like.  On this seventh and final Sunday of Easter what is a good way to end the season of Easter?  

Are these few reminders good enough to take home with you today?  They are good, but I think 

the reminder that Jesus prays for us today is even better.  He prays, “holy Father, protect them in 
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your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  Take this prayer 

home with you today…..take the message home with you that Jesus asks his Father to protect us 

so that we may be one as they are one.  He prays that we will be “one” not that we will be the 

same.  In all of our differences Christ shows us that we can be one.  Whether Samaritan, Jew, 

German, Ukrainian, French, Scandinavian or otherwise…..we are one in him.  Whether we are 

Mennonite, Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, United or otherwise…..we are one in him.  

Whether we vote blue, red or orange we are one in him.  Whether we have differing views on 

any number of topics, even those that upset us and stress us out…..we are one in him.   

 On June 18 we enter into the long season of green…..the season of Pentecost.  We know 

that the season of Easter is all about the resurrection.  Instead of seeing the resurrection as the 

end to the gospel what if we thought about it instead as the beginning.  What if we took that 

message into the long season of Pentecost with us hearing these words of Jesus:  “I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world.”  All of what Christ gives us…..the grace, the 

forgiveness, the healing, the nourishing, the comforting, the acceptance, the love, are for 

us…..but once we have tasted of this living water we are called to be the hands and feet of 

Christ, helping others to taste this water too.         

 We are in the world and we are called as disciples.  Every single one of us is called in 

some form or another to be witnesses.  Sometimes it is easy work…..sometimes it is not.  

Sometimes we see the results of our work….often we do not.  Sometimes it is greatly accepted 

and appreciated…..sometimes it is not.  But throughout all of the challenges, remember that 

Jesus has prayed to the Father to protect us while we do these things.  And remember something 

else…..while we long for that great day where there will be no more pain, death or suffering, we 

can get a taste of what eternal life is like here and now.  We can experience glimpses of eternal 
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life by doing our best to follow the footsteps of our Savior as he calls us to demonstrate his 

gracious, forgiving, healing, nourishing, comforting, accepting and loving ways.  When you 

succeed, you will experience a taste of eternal life yourself as well as those whom you have 

served…..and when you do not succeed, fear not…...for Jesus prays to the Father for you.  As we 

come to the end of another season of Easter, may you all be blessed as you experience those 

precious glimpses of what eternal life will be like…..may they spur you on and may they lift you 

up.  And please never forget, that to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he sent, is 

to know eternal life.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   


