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Typically in both our traditions-Anglican and Lutheran, the only time we talk in any intentional 

detail about the Holy Spirit is on Pentecost.  Sadly,  we really do not talk enough about the Holy 

Spirit, perhaps because we strive to distance ourselves from the Charismatics or Pentecostals, or 

because we do not want to drift into the subjective fluffiness that so characterizes much of the 

modern "spirituality" of our time.  But the Holy Spirit is really the forgotten Person of the 

Trinity, about whom we perhaps do not speak enough. 

The Gospel we have just read is the continuation of last week's Gospel reading in which Philip 

has said to Jesus, "Show us the Father, and we will be satisfied," and Jesus responds, "Have I 

been so long with you, Philip, and still you do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father." All of this conversation takes place at the table in the upper room on the night of Jesus' 

betrayal. Jesus has told them that he is going away and that whatever we ask in his Name he will 

do. God's promise to the Church, to be at work in and through us whenever we are about Christ's 

work in the world. That is an astounding promise. But today, we hear promises of even more 

staggering magnitude. First, Jesus promises not to leave them orphaned.  Jesus is leaving his 

followers, but he is not leaving them orphaned--on their own. He is sending another who will be 

comforter, advocate, helper, guide, and intercessor ( Παράκλητος).  This advocate will be with 

them forever. 

As Jesus has been their comforter, helper, guide, intercessor and advocate in the three years of 

their relationship with him, upon his departure they will have another--One sent from the Father. 

This Paraclete, who will continue Christ's presence among them and work with them forever, 

Jesus calls "the Spirit of Truth." The three subsequent times Jesus speaks of this coming One, he 

identifies the advocate as the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God who proceeds from the Father. Jesus 

is sending the very One who is the bond between himself and the Father, who cannot come until 
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Jesus returns to the Father. This gift of the Holy Spirit is about to be bestowed upon them, and 

from that point on, this One is to be the link between the Church on earth and the Triune God. 

This amazing gift is not simply the spirit of life common to all human beings--this is no universal 

possession. This is a gift from God specifically to the Church. The Advocate, Helper and Guide 

Jesus speaks of is very (true) God of (True) very God!  Yes, we can use the same language for 

the Spirit that the Nicene Creed uses of Jesus as the only-begotten Son of the Father. 

Now if you have been listening carefully, you will have noticed that I have been working to 

avoid using impersonal pronouns for this Advocate. You see, the Holy Spirit is never an "it." 

Interestingly enough, the Greek pronoun used to describe "this One" is neuter--neither masculine 

nor feminine, because the word for spirit--πνεύμα--is neuter. And here, the limitation of English 

boxes us in, for we have no neutral pronoun in English which is personal. That forces us into the 

convention of "him" or "her." This very personal, third dimension of the Godhead, the go-

between God, linking the Father and the Son, now links the Father and the Son to us, as members 

of Christ's Body, the Church.  This is why there is no such thing as an "individual" Christian.  

The very nature of God is community and self-giving love, and that very bond which links 

together the Persons of the Holy Trinity binds us also to God and to each other as members of 

Christ's Body.  And this bond, this force which binds us together, is a person. 

Jesus didn't call the disciples to hold up his life as a memory but as a presence. "I will not leave 

you orphaned," he said, "I am coming to you." What a strange thing to say on the night of 

betrayal and arrest. "In a little while the world will no longer see me," he says, but he continues, 

"but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live."  When Jesus said, "I am coming to you," 

he didn't mean some sentimental recollection, or that he would return like an old friend from a 

long journey. Jesus would be with believers in a different but no less real way.  



P a g e  | 3 

 

For as God breathed into lifeless clay to create a living person, so the Spirit will breathe the 

presence of Jesus into us. "I will not leave you orphaned. I am coming to you." A little later on 

we will hear Jesus says, "The Holy Spirit, whom God will send in my name, will teach you 

everything and will remind you of all that I have said to you." That is, Jesus was saying: You 

don't know everything yet. You have more to learn. In every generation you will be faced with 

new questions and perplexities. Jesus knew there would be issues and questions the sacred 

writings didn't address directly, and that there were some things he had never talked about.  "But 

the Spirit will be your tutor," he said, "guiding you into all the truth." 

That said, Jesus adds this next promise: you will know him because he abides with you, and he 

will be in you. This go-between is not only being sent among Jesus' disciples so that what they, 

as the Church, ask in his Name will be accomplished; but this Spirit of God is being sent to dwell 

not only among them, but within them, individually as well as collectively. The Holy Spirit--the 

present tense of God, the one who initiates that divine-human relationship we call the life of 

faith, the one who first quickens us to an awareness of God's presence, the One who gives us 

faith, the One who makes Christ present among us when we gather in his Name, the one who 

makes Christ present at the font of Baptism, at the Altar, and in the Word spoken and received--

this One is dwelling in us. 

This is God within us--the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, Comforter, Guide, Paraclete, the go-

between--who takes up residence in all who receive him in the Name of Jesus in the waters of 

Baptism, not only to empower us for new life in Christ, but also to link us to Christ. As wire 

links a power source with a light bulb, so the Spirit links us to God, bringing Christ's promised 

presence to dwell within us so that you and I continue to be Christ's presence in the world. 
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"If you love me," Jesus begins this lesson, "keep my commandments." And he concludes: "They 

who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will 

be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."  Now the love Jesus 

speaks of here is not sentiment or emotion. Jesus doesn't want our feelings; he wants our loyalty.  

The issue here is behaviour. "If you love me," in this case, is not conditional, it is a statement of 

fact. "If you love me, [and you do], you will keep my commandments." To keep his 

commandments is to love him. Authentic love is demonstrated in the way we live. We speak of a 

couple being devoted to each other. Sure, it begins with feelings. But then it matures, it moves 

into a bond of commitment and self-offering to the other. Jesus wants devotion, not emotion. 

Jesus wants us to belong to him totally, not simply to drop in and out at our own convenience for 

an emotional rush. It has to do with how we live our lives, to whom and to what we are devoted.  

Such devotion, such commitment soon also brings with it an authentic emotion as strong as any 

feelings of love I have ever known. 

Someone once quipped: "The reason mountain climbers are tied together is to keep the sane ones 

from going home."  Now we know that in reality mountain climbers tie themselves together to 

keep from getting lost or falling to their death. But there's a bit of truth here. When things get 

tough up on the mountain, when fear sets in, many a climber might be tempted to say, "This is 

crazy! I'm going home." The life of faith can be like that--doubts set in, despair overwhelms us, 

and the whole notion of believing in God seems crazy. Jesus knew we would have days like that. 

So he tells us that we are tied together like climbers tied to the rope--tied together by the Spirit, 

to trust in One who is always more than we can understand, to keep us moving ahead on the 

journey of faith, to encourage us when believing seems absurd. "I will not leave you orphaned," 
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he says. "I am coming to you."  The Spirit ties us to Jesus. We feel a tug on the rope whenever 

we are tempted to turn back, or settle down in a comfortable place and refuse to go on. 

Obedience to Christ's words leads to a life which not only serves Christ, but is filled with Christ, 

because the Holy Spirit enters your life and mine, takes up residence and becomes the One who 

makes our faith and devotion possible. The tireless Spirit comforts, cheers, and encourages us, 

urges us forward, and calls us on.  Through the Holy Spirit, the Risen Christ enters us, fills us, 

uses us, and leads us to a life that none of us could otherwise have ever chosen or found, life now 

with a trajectory leading to eternity.   


