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Easter 5A 2017 – John 14: 1-14 

 As a former school teacher of 18 years I can honestly say that I think I have seen every 

kind of student there is.  I have seen the studious ones who would work as hard as necessary in 

order to get an A.  I have seen the ones who would only do as little as possible in order to get C’s 

and D’s.  I have taught students who were gentle and others who were aggressive.  I have taught 

students who were serious and others who liked to joke around.  I have taught students who were 

very respectful and others who were not so respectful.  I have taught students who never once 

asked a question if they were struggling with a concept…..and I have taught students who asked 

so many questions you wondered if they were ever going to run out.     

 When it comes to students asking questions I was once asked, “which kind of student is 

more frustrating, the ones who never ask or the ones who never stop asking?”  For me, the 

students who never asked questions were more frustrating to deal with.  You were just never sure 

about what they knew or what they didn’t know.  You couldn’t help them with anything if you 

didn’t know what that “anything” was.  They were a kind of mystery…..locked behind a closed 

door.  The students who asked questions frequently were admitting that they didn’t know and 

were seeking help.  They opened the door for the teacher to come in and offer some form of help.  

By asking questions they showed that they were seeking opportunities for further learning.   

 Questions are an important part of John’s gospel.  Each question in John’s gospel is an 

opportunity for the Rabbi, which translated means “teacher”, to feed the knowledge of his 

disciples.  In John’s gospel Andrew asks Jesus where he is staying.  Nicodemus asks Jesus, “how 

can anyone be born after having grown old?”  A Samaritan woman asks Jesus where she can get 

this living water that he speaks of.  And on and on it goes as Peter, Pilate and others ask Jesus 

questions that open the door for him to teach.   
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When it comes to students who don’t ask questions, I am sure that, at least some of them, 

don’t want to ask a stupid question.  They are afraid that they will be teased and mocked, so 

instead of taking a chance and opening a door, they keep their questions to themselves.  I’m sure 

you have heard the phrase, “there is no such thing as a stupid question.”  Well, I can tell you that 

there are stupid questions.  When the student doesn’t care at all…..when the student is just being 

goofy, then questions can be stupid.  Like the time we were reviewing for a biology test and I 

asked the class if they had any questions that needed answering before the big test tomorrow.  

Scott put his hand up, and with a smile on his face said, “yeah, can I borrow $20?”  I said, “Scott, 

what does that have to do with the test tomorrow?”  Scott, with that smile still on his face said, “I 

can go and get my favorite meal from the restaurant, and then with my stomach all satisfied, I 

can really sink myself into studying.”         

 Now this was a lighthearted example of how a question can be a stupid one, but actually, 

any question at all that comes from a serious place in your heart…..any question that comes from 

a place of faith seeking understanding, is not a stupid question.  When it comes to growing in 

your faith, any question under the sun is a good question.  Like the questions that were asked in 

our gospel reading for today.  And I would like to remind you that the events that we heard about 

today in the reading took place on Thursday evening, the night before Jesus’ crucifixion.  The 

emotions of the disciples were elevated even if they didn’t really know what was going to take 

place.  They were nervous.  Jesus has just been telling them that he has to go, about how he will 

be betrayed and how Peter will deny him.         

 That is why Jesus begins with, “do not let your hearts be troubled.”  The questions 

weren’t voiced but I’m sure they were racing through the minds of the disciples.  What do you 

mean, “don’t let your hearts be troubled?”  You have been telling us troubling things!  No doubt 
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most of us can, on some level, understand what they're going through, because each of us has 

had those moments, too, when our hearts were not only deeply troubled, but downright disturbed, 

even anguished. Yet Jesus asks his disciples not just to believe in him but to trust him, to commit 

their futures to him.            

 Then, before you know it, he moves on, talking about going away, preparing places, and 

coming back. And then, as if to add insult to injury, he implies that they should know what he is 

talking about; he actually says that they know the way to follow.  To which Thomas…..brave, 

realistic Thomas…..asks another of those questions, "but, Jesus, actually, we don't know where 

you're going, how then can we know the way."  And when Jesus says he is the way, and asks 

again that they trust him, Philip can stand it no longer and asks the one question no faithful Jew 

should ever ask.  Actually, it's a statement, a request, a plea, maybe even a demand, but 

underneath it all is a question: "show us the Father," Philip says, "and we will be satisfied." Or, 

to put it more directly, "What does God look like?"       

 In ancient Israel it was simply understood that no one can see God and live. Moses, a 

hero of faith in the Old Testament, once made a similar request, and God put him face-forward in 

the cleft of a mountain and passed by and all Moses could see was the glory of the Lord 

shimmering around him. He was finally allowed to turn around and look only after God has 

passed by, so that Moses ultimately saw only the trail of the Lord's glory.  You see, God is too 

much for us to bear…..he is too holy, too powerful, too infinite, too full of potential and life and 

the future for any mere mortal to behold and understand.  And yet Philip asks to see God 

anyway. "If you want us to trust you, Jesus, just show us the Father."  In other words, "what does 

God look like?" 
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It may have been a shocking question for a Jew to ask, but it certainly wasn’t a stupid 

one.  This question by Philip is one that all of us have pondered in some form or another.  “How 

can we believe in a God that we can’t see?”  “How can we trust in a God that we can’t see?”  

“How can we keep faith in a God that we can’t see?”  The door through which we can walk to 

have our questions answered is Jesus, the Son, the Word made flesh.  If you've seen him you 

have seen God and therefore know what God looks like and, more importantly, what God is up 

to.            

 Keep in mind that in the story John tells we are on the eve of the crucifixion.  Jesus is 

about to be betrayed, abandoned, handed over, tried, insulted, beaten, and then crucified, nailed 

to a cross and hung there to die.  Why?  To appease an angry God?  To show us what true faith 

looks like?  To show us the road we all must walk?  I think not.  Jesus goes to the cross to show 

us God…..to show us God's grace and mercy, to show just how much God loves us and how far 

God will go to communicate that love to us that we might believe and, believing, have life in his 

name.            

 Jesus said, “whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  As we grow in faith he is where our focus 

needs to be.  He is an open door through which your faith can be fed with understanding.  In our reading 

from 1 Peter we heard this….. “like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk and grow into 

salvation.”  Each and every day you live presents you with an unknown into which we seek to live as 

children of God.  Each new day is an opportunity to ask questions, to seek, to long, to grow into spiritual 

maturity.  Read about…..pray to…..study the one who shows us what God looks like.  In the classroom of 

God all questions are good ones.  So put your hand up and voice your questions.  And when you do, you 

will grow that much closer to your teacher.  No matter how you feel about yourself, God sees you as his 

precious child…..in the kingdom of God, there are no failures…..for the Son gave his life so that we all 

may have passing grades.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
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