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Easter 2A – John 20: 19-31 

 Welcome to the second Sunday in the season of Easter!  That’s right…..the season of 

Easter.  It will be the season of Easter right up until Pentecost Sunday on June 4.  I mention the 

season of Easter because most people consider Easter to be just one day…..the day that we 

celebrated last Sunday.  There is no doubt that the day of Easter is a huge day…..the biggest day 

in the whole church year, and the season of Easter certainly is based on that one Sunday, but 

what is the season of Easter all about?         

 In order to take a look at the days and weeks and months following Easter Sunday, I want 

to ask you a question this morning.  What kind of mood are you in today?  I’m not talking about 

whether you are happy, sad, joyful, grumpy or stressed…..I’m wondering what kind of Christian 

mood you are in today.  Do you have the same level of joy and celebration in your minds and 

hearts today as you did last Sunday?  Last Sunday was the pinnacle of the church year so maybe 

today you are feeling as if the church is back to normal again…..maybe you are feeling that we 

can get back to our regular routine…..maybe you are even feeling that today is a bit of a let-

down because, after all, Easter Sunday is a tough act to follow.     

 For many church goers, Good Friday and Easter Sunday are emotional days.  On Good 

Friday we focus fully on the crucifixion of the Son of God…..we focus fully on his death and we 

think about why he did this for us.  On that day the cross was very much a symbol of death and 

shame.  We walked out of the church in silence and in darkness last Friday and there was no joy 

in our hearts as we did so.           

 But last Sunday, on Easter Sunday, the mood was altogether different as we celebrated 

the empty tomb and the resurrection of our Savior.  The sound of the Alleluia chorus greeted you 

as you walked up to the church doors; the church was adorned in white and gold with the sights 
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and smells of Easter lilies.  There were extra candles lit and the Christ candle shone to represent 

the fact that our Savior lives on.  The cross was transformed from a symbol of death to a symbol 

of life.  There are no two consecutive Sundays in the church year that tug at our emotions like 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday and there are no two consecutive Sundays in the church year that 

demonstrate that contrast of emotion in the same way.        

 Pastors all over the world try different things at these worship services to help bring out 

the emotion of the day.  The liturgy does a good enough job of it on its own, but there are things 

you can do to enhance the emotions of Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  Like a church I heard 

about that covers the cross in a black shroud on Good Friday.  Many other churches do this sort 

of thing, but this particular church does something interesting on Easter Sunday.  The 

congregation arrives at the church on Easter Sunday greeted by flowers of various shapes and 

colors that are pinned to the cross.  The cross then moves from a symbol of death, to a color-

filled, beautiful symbol of life.          

 The congregation liked the idea the first time the pastor arranged for it to be done, 

although the pastor was soon faced with a problem.  The fresh flowers pinned to the cross were 

quickly fading and wilting.  He was thinking to himself that he should have used synthetic 

flowers so that he could have left them on the cross for the whole season of Easter, but now, with 

the fresh flowers quickly fading and wilting, he was losing the image of the resurrection.  The 

wilting flowers would work against the image of life that he was trying to project.  It just 

wouldn’t do to allow the congregation to see the wilting flowers the next Sunday, so with this in 

his mind, he removed them.            

 Some people call this Sunday, “doubting Thomas Sunday.”   Today we find the disciples 

on the first day of the week, hiding behind locked doors for fear of the Jews.  You would think 
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that there would at least be another Sunday or two where we focus on the resurrection.  I mean, 

it’s such a wonderful message…..alleluia, our Lord has risen and death has been defeated 

forever…..so wouldn’t it make sense to dwell in the joy of that message for a few Sundays 

longer?  But no, the gospel reading we get for the very next Sunday is this one…..the one where 

the fearful disciples’ of Christ are hiding behind locked doors…..and there is no joy behind those 

doors.  But, even though we have lost some of the high emotion of Easter Sunday and we are 

now back to the regular routine so to speak, there is a very strong Easter message still to be 

proclaimed this day.            

 All people are different and we are all on different places in our lives and in our walks of 

faith.  The realities of life suggest that some of us are still on a bit of an emotional Easter high 

while others feel more connected to the mournful darkness of Good Friday.  Some of us are 

feeling like freshly cut, colorful flowers on a cross like the joy that is in our midst from the 

baptism of three beautiful, precious little girls.  And even in the midst of this celebration perhaps 

others of you feel more like a wilted flower that has been sitting for a few days.  And still, others 

of us are going to feel like taking the flowers off the cross so nobody will see evidence of your 

wilting.  This, my friends, is the reality of life and the disciples’ of Christ hiding behind those 

locked doors clearly show this to us.         

 We are told that the disciples were fearful, and who can blame them?  They just 

witnessed their master, their teacher and lord die a horrible death.  The one who gave them so 

much hope and showed them so much love was gone…..what were they going to do now?  Well, 

at that moment they were caught up in that fear and mourning barely able to function.  Aren’t we 

like this at times?  Don’t we also live in fear and mourning after we have lost a loved one?  

Don’t we also ask, “what am I going to do now?”  Don’t we also need time to figure out how to 
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adjust to life without that loved one in our midst?         

 And then there is Thomas…..our old friend doubting Thomas.  While some folks who are 

farther down the road of faith tend to believe more than they doubt, there are others who doubt 

more that they believe.  This is also a reality of life.  Sometimes, like Thomas, we refuse to 

believe second hand reports and we want cold, hard evidence…..sometimes we struggle and we 

doubt.  And you know what…..that’s perfectly okay, because faith is very much connected to 

seeking and searching.  True faith comes from the freedom to question, to wonder, to ponder and 

yes, to doubt.  This is okay because as you search and wonder and ponder and doubt the Holy 

Spirit is working with you and you are learning.         

 And one of the most amazing things you can learn in all of your doubt, your struggles and 

your searching is that Christ comes through your locked doors and stands with you.  Whatever 

your locked door happens to be, whether it is one of fear, one of doubt, one of mourning and 

loss, or whether it is something else, your risen Lord walks through that door and stands with 

you bringing his peace with him.  A man cannot do that.  A man can teach, a man can forgive, a 

man can give you advice, but only our risen Lord and Savior can walk through the doors of your 

problems and stand with you…..and not only stand with you, but put his arm around your 

shoulders and stand you up, helping you to get through something you never believed you could.  

This is what the Easter message is all about.  This is what Easter Sunday does for us, and in a 

way, the whole rest of the year is the season of Easter.         

 On Good Friday I mentioned that we need to set our self-reliance and pride aside and let 

Jesus do what he came here to do.  Please remember that the stone was rolled away for us; it is 

not our job to do the heavy lifting.  Even though the disciples were living in fear and doubt, Jesus 

came and stood with them anyway.  So as we gather on the first day of the week just like they 
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did, and are perhaps behind our own locked doors, please take this message home with you.  

That even though we struggle at times, even though we doubt at times, even though we turn our 

backs at times…..Jesus comes to stand with us and stand us up leading us farther and farther 

down the road of faith.  So the next time you see a wilting flower…..the next time you see the 

petals start to droop and the vibrant colors fade, please don’t see it as a sign of death.  Please see 

it as something that came from God and is going back to God.  Please see it as a reminder of 

Christ’s resurrection.  Please see Easter all over again.  Thanks be to God!  Amen.   

     

   

  

  


