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Palm Sunday 2017 A – Matt. 21: 1-11 

 Whenever the name of Jesus is spoken certain thoughts come to mind.  Whenever the 

topic of Jesus comes up, depending on where you are on your faith journeys, certain words, 

thoughts and images come to mind.  One of the thoughts that does come up is that Jesus often did 

things differently from the way we would think he would do them.  His ways were upside 

down…..different from the way that the accepted norms of his world usually worked.  According 

to the ways of the world his ways were not normal and they were definitely not status quo.  Over 

and over again in the gospels Jesus did things that the people of his time…..the world of his time 

just would not do.             

 All throughout the gospels, Jesus the King of kings, the respected teacher, the Messiah, 

the Son of David, Emmanuel, the Good Shepherd…..Jesus who is rightfully called all these 

things and much more, didn’t act the way that someone with titles such as these should act.  His 

vision of power was, and is, much different from the way that most of the world sees power.  

Emmanuel, God with us, was born as a meek, helpless little baby.  Further to that, this meek, 

helpless little baby wasn’t born in a palace which would seem more suited to someone of his 

stature…..instead he was born in the midst of barn animals in a stable.  Upside down.   

 Here we have the Son of God who repeated over and over again that he came not to be 

served, but to serve.  Upside down.  We could easily imagine the King of Kings escorted by a 

massive entourage of servants wearing a golden crown and lavish robes travelling from place to 

place as he acquired land, followers and riches.  But no, the King of Kings walks around in the 

same clothing that the ordinary people wore followed by a group of disciples who were also 

ordinary men….men who used to do ordinary things like make their livings by fishing.  Upside 

down.   
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 Jesus was a Jew who lived in a Jewish land.  He knew well the Jewish scriptures and he 

knew well the customs and the culture of his day.  But despite this, he often did things that upset 

the Jewish religious leaders.  He ate with the unclean and the sinners…..he hung out with 

Samaritans, Canaanites, tax collectors, lepers, adulterers…..people he wasn’t supposed to hang 

out with.  He seemed to be drawn to the very people that the culture of the day thought God was 

punishing.  He often enraged the Pharisees and scribes by not following ancient Jewish customs 

such as washing hands before eating and picking grain on the Sabbath.  Upside down.    

 And today on Palm Sunday we find Jesus making his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  We 

might think that perhaps now he will finally accept his title and act more like someone who is 

very important.  As Jesus approached Jerusalem the crowds shout, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David…..Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  They placed their cloaks and palm branches on the 

road so that this mighty king might not touch the same ground that mere mortals walk on.  But 

here comes Jesus, the Son of God, riding on a donkey.  Upside down.  Something about this 

picture just doesn’t add up.          

 Imagine the presidents, prime ministers and royalty of today riding on a donkey as they 

parade down the streets waving to the crowds of people.  To our modern day minds this just 

doesn’t make much sense.  I’ve often wondered, and if I’m being honest, I’ve often wished that 

Jesus would have showed some sign of his power and might that day.  Maybe transfigure himself 

into a glowing spectre and float through the air as he entered Jerusalem with the brightest, most 

jewel encrusted crown one could imagine upon his head.  But no, the reality of it is that the Son 

of God rode into Jerusalem to face his destiny on a donkey.  Once again Jesus demonstrates 

weakness…..something that our world today wants to escape from, not seek out.  Upside down.   
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On October 2, 2006 Charlie Roberts took hostages at West Nickel Mines School, an 

Amish one-room schoolhouse in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  After telling the adults and 

the boys to leave the school Roberts had the 10 school girls lie down facing the blackboard and 

he tied their hands and feet.  One of the adults there placed an emergency call and state police 

came to the scene.   When the state police arrived, Roberts ordered them to leave the property or 

he would shoot.  Shortly after, Roberts began shooting each of the girls before finally shooting 

himself.  Ten girls were shot, five of them died…..they were between the ages of 6 and 13.    

 News about the shooting spread quickly throughout the Amish community.  The shooting 

was reported on local television stations, and was soon picked up by the national media. 

Reporters, photographers, and video crews invaded this rural countryside to report this story 

around the world.  While the Amish community strives to avoid publicity, this tragic event thrust 

their community in front of a worldwide audience…..and what would that worldwide audience 

see?  In the aftermath of such a tragic event it is common to see people angry, seeking revenge or 

calling out for justice.  Only, the killer was dead…..who could they be angry with?  Perhaps the 

Amish would turn their anger towards the killer’s family?  The media was there with their 

cameras running to catch some of the angry fallout that was sure to happen.  But what the 

worldwide audience saw was something they did not expect.  They saw something upside down.  

 In the midst of their grief over this shocking loss, the Amish community didn’t cast 

blame, they didn’t point fingers, they didn’t hold a press conference with attorneys at their sides.  

Instead, they reached out with grace and compassion toward the killer’s family.  Charlie Roberts 

was a milk truck driver who serviced the local community, including the farms of some of the 

victims’ families, so they knew who he was.  The very same day as the shootings, Amish 

neighbors went to the Robert’s family to comfort them in their own grief and sorrow.  Later that 
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week the Roberts family was invited to the funeral of one of the Amish girls who had been 

killed.  And at Charlie Robert’s funeral there were more Amish in attendance than there were 

non-Amish.  In one of the most touching moments in this whole upside down reaction was an 

Amish man who held the father of Charlie Roberts for an hour while he sobbed.    

 The impact of their act of forgiveness was powerful on a local and national level. Marie 

Roberts, the widow of the killer, wrote an open letter to her Amish neighbors thanking them for 

their forgiveness, grace and mercy. This is a part of that letter, “Your love for our family has 

helped to provide the healing we so desperately need.  Gifts you’ve given have touched our 

hearts in a way no words can describe.  Your compassion has reached beyond our family, beyond 

our community, and is changing our world, and for this we sincerely thank you.” 

 Because the Amish people reacted in such a way, some people actually criticized them.  

“How could they be so heartless and unfeeling over the deaths of their own people?” they said.  

The people who did criticize them just couldn’t make sense out of such radical forgiveness.  It 

didn’t compute with the way their world was supposed to work.  It was a show of weakness…..it 

was upside down.  But the power of that grace-filled forgiveness is still felt to this day.  If you 

haven’t already seen the movie, you can watch it in its entirety on YouTube and experience that 

power for yourselves.  The name of the movie is “Amish Grace.”       

 Today, as we begin Holy Week, let us follow this Son of David who rides into Jerusalem 

on a donkey.  Let us follow him to Cavalry as he humbles himself upon a cross dying the most 

shameful death that could be imagined in his day.  Let us ponder such humility.  Let us think 

about how he made himself the lowest of the low…..for us.  Let us enter into that ancient story 

once again and may we all have our hearts stirred by such humility and weakness.  The King of 

kings, the respected teacher, the Messiah, the Son of David, Emmanuel, the Good 
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Shepherd…..this one who rode into the mighty Jerusalem both as King and servant has made it 

possible for us to see the truth about weakness and power…..to not only know the truth, but to 

also feel it and experience it.  We experience it every time we hear the words of confession and 

forgiveness…..we feel it every time we come to dine at the Lord’s table.     

 As the Amish people in Pennsylvania have demonstrated, there is great power in 

weakness…..there is great power in meekness…..there is great power in forgiveness.  The wife 

of Charlie Roberts wrote, “your compassion has reached beyond our family, beyond our 

community, and is changing our world.”  I leave you to ponder how you may also change your 

community and your world by doing things that are upside down.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.    

  

  

  

  

  

  


