
 

Lent is primarily about the work of reconciliation. The origins of the season are found in the 

simultaneous institutions of the order of catechumens (new converts to the Faith) and their 

preparation for Baptism at Easter, and the order of penitents, and their preparation for 

reconciliation with the Church on Maundy Thursday. The processes of both the catechumenate 

and public penance had to do with reconciliation: peace restored. This peace is the prelude to the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion; but even Communion itself is an act of reconciliation. 

Reconciliation is hard work, whether it's reconciling your bank statement, reconciling a marriage 

or a family that has come apart, reconciling factions in a war-torn country, or reconciling sinful 

humanity to a holy God. Reconciliation is a process that restores peace. We all, in a sense, 

become penitents and catechumens during Lent, marked by wearing the ashes and engaged in the 

ancient penitential disciplines of fasting and almsgiving; and taking on the discipline of Christian 

education such as Bible studies. So Lent is a season that is still very relevant to our human 

situation -- even in the 21
st
 century.  It's not as if we don't need reconciliation and peace in our 

lives and in our world. So today, as we pass the halfway mark of Lent, we need to resist the 

temptation to coast the rest of the way to the celebration of our Lord's resurrection, rather than to 

take fullest advantage of the weeks left to us for Lenten discipline and reconciliation with God 

and each other. Today's Gospel provides us with some good material for Lenten reflection as we 

consider the person known only as "the man born blind."  Let us consider three things in 

particular we can learn from this nameless man as we continue our Lenten journey: obedience, 

humility, and worship. 

First, obedience. This man is at the side of the road, engaged in his only means of making a 

living--begging--and generally minding his own business. Unlike other healing events in Jesus' 

ministry where the sick and afflicted sought after our Lord and called out to him for help, this 

man seems remarkably quiet. Jesus is the one who approaches him, following a conversation 

with the disciples about whose sin, his or his parents', caused his blindness.  Jesus explains that  

the man was born blind so that he could be healed, thus revealing the grace and power of God. 

Then after smearing mud made from dirt and spit on the man's eyes, he tells him to go wash in 

the pool of Siloam.  And what does the fellow do?  Just as he was told.  He obeyed the Lord, and 

he came back able to see. Notice there was no discussion, questioning, or comments from the 

man.  No "Eeww, yuck!" no "why are you doing this?" or "are you sure this will work?" or "can't 
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I just wash my eyes here rather than going to the pool?"  He may have had all of that and much 

more going through his mind, but he did just as Jesus commanded, and was healed.  He was 

obedient.  He was a grown man, he would have known by this time that his blindness could not 

be cured, certainly it was not something he could fix on his own. But Jesus spoke and he obeyed. 

We would all do well to think on this and what it means for our own lives. We too suffer from 

various forms of blindness in our lives--but too often we think we can heal ourselves on our own 

terms. The commands our Lord has given us for our blessing, benefit, and healing, we have seen 

fit to explain away, compromise, or just ignore, because we think we somehow know better.  

For example: We know that Jesus commanded his followers to forgive those who have wronged 

them. We know that he did not include a list of exceptions, he simply said to forgive.  We are 

well aware of the spiritual, emotional, and even physical damage that anger, bitterness, and 

resentment can wreak on a person. And yet how many people do we know (maybe even 

ourselves) who refuse to forgive even though we know our Lord has commanded it, and done so 

for our benefit and healing?  It would be the equivalent of the blind man telling Jesus, "Thanks 

all the same, but I'll take care of this my own way.  Anyways, I kinda like being blind." 

Obedience is not always easy or convenient. It may even have some unpleasant short-term 

consequences--such as yucky mud being smeared on our eyes or being cast out of the synagogue 

(which was essentially excommunication from his place of worship, community and family).  

But we trust that God knows and wants what is best for us, and obedience is ultimately for our 

good, because it is at the direction of the one who created us, died, and rose again for us, and 

who loves us more than we can ever know. 

The second item for our consideration is humility. This man's healing caused no small amount of 

consternation among the people. At first, he was questioned by his neighbours as to what had 

happened. They asked numerous times, "how were your eyes opened?" and he answered 

patiently that Jesus made mud, spread it on his eyes, told him to go wash at Siloam, and when he 

did he received his sight. Evidently that wasn't good enough so they brought him to the Pharisees 

who grilled him again on what happened. Unsatisfied with his answers, they drag the man's 

parents in, to confirm that he was indeed born blind. His parents do just that--confirm that this is 

their son and that he was born blind--but offer nothing more because they are afraid they would 

be driven out of the synagogue if they said anything that appeared to be an endorsement of Jesus. 

So the Pharisees haul the man in a second time for more questions--this time, for leading 

questions designed to elicit particular answers. 
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But notice how the man answers. He explains why he believes Jesus to be a prophet from God, 

even if he did heal on the Sabbath. He's not trying to win an argument, or convince others he is 

right and they are wrong.  He is simply bearing witness to what he experienced and who he 

knows Jesus to be. The man is humble. What others think of him is of little concern. Faith is a 

relationship to be lived, not an argument to be won. We are called simply to give reason for the 

hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15), to bear witness to Jesus and leave the rest to him. We need to be 

humble enough to be willing to have others think less of us, to think we are totally wrong or 

completely out to lunch. Our faith is grounded in Jesus and his promises, not in how many 

people agree with us. But how many of us struggle with this? How much time and energy are 

wasted arguing with others?  Humility carries the security that we are justified by Christ--not by 

the opinion of others. One of the purposes of the Lenten disciplines is to remind us of what, or 

more accurately who, is truly needful. Today's Gospel tells the story of a man who, because of 

his trust in Jesus, ended up being cast out of the synagogue, cut off from his community and his 

family.  Everyone was telling him he was wrong, but instead of fighting or seeking to justify 

himself in some other manner, he turned to Christ.  

Which brings us to worship.  Jesus said that this man was born blind so that the works of God 

might be revealed. Verse 35 shows God's continuing care and mercy for the man. When Jesus 

heard that the man had been driven out of the synagogue, he went to find him. When he finds 

him, he offers him healing, not just for his eyes but for his whole being--he offers salvation. And 

the man believes, and worships him. The focus of Lent is and should be worship. The purpose of 

the disciplines is only to re-direct us back to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; to remind us, in 

the midst of the hurry and hustle of our lives, who he is, what he has done for us, all that he 

offers us, and his incomprehensible love for us.  The man in today's Gospel, though he lost his 

church and community, gained much more than his sight--he gained eternal life. And it is in 

worship -- in the liturgy, the hymns, the prayers, the reading of Scripture, the Sacraments -- that 

we are reminded again and again that we belong to Christ, and of his love, mercy, and grace 

toward us.  Being reminded of that truth regularly encourages us to live in it--to place our hope 

and trust in nothing and no one other than Jesus. Rather than wondering where God is, we see 

God at work, and like the blind man in our story, it is hard to keep it to yourself. 

The aim of Lent is to remind us of these truths, and to encourage and enable us to live in the truth 

of Christ's promises, providing opportunity for the Holy Spirit to transform us into his likeness, 

as we grow in obedience, humility, and love for our Lord.  
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