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May the Words of my mouth 

Have you ever been homesick?  Do you remember how that feels? I remember my first time 

away from home, I was at a weekend Brownie Camp, and I was homesick.  My leaders allowed 

me to call home, and I remember pleading with mom to come and get me. (She was only a 20 

min drive away).  She stuck to her guns, and I ended up staying until the end. Homesickness is 

surely one of the worst feelings we can have.   

Well, that is what our Scripture readings speak to us about today.  And our Lenten journey is, in 

a sense, about the soul's homesickness. A "Paradise: Lost and Found” so to speak.  How do we 

find that beautiful place with God, represented in the Genesis story of Adam and Eve in the 

Garden who had an intimacy with God, which was the center of their lives?  Peace, harmony, 

and fulfillment.  All these things were standard fare in Paradise.  And all of these things are so 

foreign for folks like you and me, trying to make our way through this strange, bewildering, and 

painful world.  Think about it, if we read a little further in Genesis, last week, we would hear the 

story of Adam and Eve being banished from the Garden of Eden.  Can you imagine those first 

days in that post-paradise world?  Talk about confusion and homesickness! 

What do you think of when you think of “home?”   If you had the good fortune of a healthy and 

nourishing home life as a child, then home will forever be the sights and sounds, smells and 

sensations, of your childhood. It is something you will want to provide for your children and 

grandchildren. Home is safety and security; warmth and joy -- heaven on earth, so to speak -- if 

you were one of the lucky ones. There is a spiritual counterpart to this homesickness. Our souls 

are homesick, as it were, for God, and we are never fully at home or at peace, until we are 

"connected" with our divine source.  Sadly, many people are totally oblivious to this.  Their 

"homesickness" is experienced as a restless searching for fulfillment. For in our very 
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materialistic culture, it is the restless searching and seeking out "more." There is never quite 

enough fame for those who would be famous, or money for those who would be rich, or power 

for those who would control the world.  Perhaps you have caught yourself saying…”If only I had 

this, than I’d be that”?  And when we do get that for which we were hoping for, we realize that it 

has not satisfied us, and the journey to find that one thing which will satisfy our needs continues. 

Like it or not, we are all on a journey. The object of this journey, as the early church Father that 

Luther would have studied, St Augustine himself suggests, is to find our spiritual home in Christ. 

In a nutshell Augustine writes: "Our hearts are restless till they find their rest in thee." Some are 

conscious of this inner journey. They reach out for spiritual guidance and make use of tools 

which are available to direct the journey. Some are not conscious of the journey. They are like 

aimless wanderers who drift about looking for somewhere to go, but see no destination.  It is a 

long journey, indeed a life-long journey, to our spiritual home in Christ. And Lent helps us on 

that journey. 

Our readings today from Genesis and Romans point to the original “journeyer" -- Abraham. 

Abraham's story is the wonderful odyssey of God's attempt to claim a people and lead them to a 

homeland.  As a matter of fact, the whole Bible is the story of God calling out to His Beloved, 

"Time to come home!"  When you think about it, the words of our Genesis reading are stunning 

really: "...the Lord said to Abraham, 'Go'.... and Abraham went...!"  God calls and Abraham 

answers.  Here are two of the tools we need -- direction (which God gives) and -- action (which 

we supply). Abraham followed God's direction because he trusted His promise.  Another way to 

say this is that the tools for the journey are a sure word and certain obedience.  First, you have to 

be sure it is God's voice that you are hearing, and when you hear it, you need to be willing to 

respond. 
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Abraham's journey was a journey to a homeland for a people God would create through 

Abraham.  In a sense, it was an attempt to get back to Paradise.  The "Promised Land" would be 

the Paradise which was once lost.  The first five books of the Bible detail a long and winding 

journey which led ultimately to that "land of milk and honey" -- paradise, if you will. This 

Promised Land was an actual piece of real estate -- a physical homeland.  The journey was filled 

with trials, tribulations, and temptations, but they reached that homeland at last.  Yet, the 

physical homeland was only a reflection of a far greater spiritual Homeland.  But as with the 

Paradise of Genesis, so also this physical homeland -- the land of Israel -- was lost because the 

people stopped listening to the voice of God. In the Epistle reading for today, St Paul spells out 

what the foundation of the journey is. Abraham's relationship to God was based, not on the 

things Abraham did, but on the trust he placed in God.  It is faith which will finally see us home. 

One of the biggest and saddest misconceptions we often hear about getting close to God -- (that 

is making gains on this spiritual journey) -- goes something along the lines of, "I can't do enough 

to make my life right." or "I've messed up so badly, I just don't feel worthy of God's love."  This 

feeling is strongly rooted in the human psyche for many people.  It is as though they are the man 

and woman who were evicted from the Garden of Eden because of their transgressions.  They 

feel as if they can never go back because they can never undo the wrong they have done -- or at 

least make up for the wrong they did.  Here St Paul enters with the foundation for our spiritual 

journey. Even Abraham, father of many nations and Patriarch of Israel, was not right with God 

because of what he did.  But here is where Grace fits in, in the middle of all his sin, he was at 

home with God because he trusted God, he had faith in God.  Then he acted on that faith.  Faith 

is the foundation of the journey home to God-and God meets us where we are, sinner and saints 

as we are...  Remember the story of the Prodigal Son?  What did the young man have to do to get 



P a g e  | 4 

 

back to his father?  Pay back all the money he had squandered?  Live an exemplary life for a few 

years before being accepted back?  No -- none of these!  He needed to trust his father's love, and 

act on that trust by heading home.  

During these Lenten days, I invite you to take up the sacred disciplines of prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving, to open ourselves up more fully to the power of God to transform our lives. For our 

souls long to rest in His presence now and forever. 

Amen. 

 


