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Lent 1A 2017 – Matt. 4: 1-11 

 I’m sure that all of us here this morning know someone who always likes to have the last 

word.  I’m sure you know what I mean.  There are people who try to get the last word in on a 

topic and they don’t even know they are doing it.  And there are also people who try to get the 

last word in on a conversation and they most certainly know they are doing it.  I used to battle 

with my brother for the last word.  I think we were around 12 or 13 years old when we had these 

battles.  I remember driving my parents crazy as we both stubbornly refused to give in.  Our 

conversations would end up making no sense whatsoever as we both refused to lose the 

battle…...trying to get the absolute last word in.  One time, my brother waited for me to come 

into the living room.  When I walked in he yelled out one last word and then quickly put 

headphones on his ears and cranked up the music so that he couldn’t hear my last word.  This 

was a pretty good idea…..until I unplugged the stereo from the wall and then our battle started 

all over again.             

 Today as we look at God’s word we begin with one of the most well-known stories in the 

entire Bible.  The fall of Adam and Eve is so well-known that it can be seen depicted in 

paintings, music, movies and television.  This story tells us of a battle of a different kind…..a 

battle which involves security.  This story also reminds us just what it means to be human.  Here 

are Adam and Eve, living lives of peace and plenty in a garden created by God and given to them 

to till, tend, and enjoy.  Yet even in this paradise they are incomplete, insufficient, and insecure.  

 It is this insecurity that the serpent plays upon, calling into question the trustworthiness of 

God their creator.  "God has not told you everything," the serpent suggests.  "Completeness, 

wholeness, self-sufficiency…..these are within your grasp" the serpent says.  And by naming 

their incompleteness, that void within themselves that is aching to be filled, the serpent draws 
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their attention to their want, their lack, their need.  And in an attempt to fill the void of 

incompleteness within them they harm their relationship with God because the serpent convinces 

them that the fruit of tree of the knowledge of good and evil is just the thing to perfectly fill that 

void.              

 We call the fall of Adam and Eve the origin of sin, but it can also be just as correctly 

called the origin of insecurity.  This notion that we can fill that void within us by our own 

efforts…..that we can satisfy that need to feel secure and complete without the one who created 

us.  And this is exactly what temptation is all about…..the temptation that we read about in 

today’s gospel lesson.   At the heart of the temptation of Jesus rests the same insinuation that 

God is not trustworthy.  "If you are the Son of God," the tempter begins.  This little but powerful 

word "if" calls Jesus' relationship to God into question and suggests that he could and should 

establish himself on his own terms.  The tempter says to Adam and Eve….. “you don’t need 

God.”  The tempter says to Jesus himself, “you can be complete and mighty and powerful on 

your own.  You don’t need your Father.”  In this sense, Jesus is truly the second Adam.   

 What does the temptation of Jesus tell us?  It should tell us that absolutely no one is 

immune from temptation.  Not the first people created by God’s hands and not even his precious 

Son.  It’s kind of a scary thought isn’t it…..that the tempter won’t even leave the Son of God 

alone.  And he doesn’t try to tempt Jesus only once and run away.  Oh no, he tries three times to 

convince Jesus that he can use his status to achieve mighty things and that he can be complete 

without his Father.  And the temptation of Jesus wasn’t finished there either.  In the Garden of 

Gethsemane he struggled……on the cross he struggled.  And temptation, in like fashion, keeps 

coming at each and every one of us…..over and over and over again.  And these temptations, 

however they look, whisper the same thing into our ears.  “You can be complete without God.”  
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“That void inside of you; that void that aches to be filled, can be filled, and you don’t need God 

to do it.”             

 The world of advertising seeks to tell us the same thing.  Now I don’t want to compare all 

of modern advertising to the devil, because it is an important part of business, and it opens our 

eyes to what products are out there, but advertising seeks to offer us the same answers to our 

insecurities.  Sometimes the quality of the product is what is lifted up….. “our product is better 

that all of our competitors.”  Sometimes celebrity endorsements are used.  “If this famous person 

uses our product then so should you.”  Sometimes though, advertising helps us to imagine a 

lifestyle that owning the product can somehow provide.  By owning this kind of clothing, or 

using this kind of toothpaste, advertisers suggest, we will discover our identity and move closer 

to having a meaningful life.  “We can help you to fill the void within you” they whisper.   

 On the face of it, such advertising sounds ridiculous…..how can using a particular laptop 

or television enhance your sense of self-worth?  How can they make us feel more complete?  Yet 

we are so starved for a sense of meaning and purpose that we make many of our purchasing 

decisions based on our hope that we will feel less alone, less incomplete, and more whole if we 

simply by their product.  And I repeat, it's not that the stuff itself is bad, but rather that we expect 

too much from the stuff.  But buy and buy as we might…..search and search as we might, we 

still find that there is that void inside of us…..we still feel incomplete.      

 This is where we need to get back to our gospel reading.  In his battle with the tempter 

Jesus shows us the key to finding our identity…..to finding what we need to fill that void within 

us…..how we can finally be complete.  In answer to the devil’s temptations Jesus says that we 

“should not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  And he 

says, “away with you Satan! For it is written, worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”  
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It’s important to know what happened just before Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert.  

Right before he was taken into the desert Jesus was baptized.  Just before he was ushered into the 

desert by the Spirit he heard the words, “this is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.”  And with these words ringing in his ears he was able to push back against temptation 

and say to the devil, and to us, that we are complete only in God.  We are secure and complete in 

our relationship with God.            

 Now there are some people out there who say, “so knowing that I am a child of God is 

supposed to be the answer?”  “When I am struggling with cancer, when I am drowning in debt, 

when I am so full of stress I can’t even function?”  Not only do we deal with the battle of 

temptation on a regular basis we also have to deal with whatever life happens to throw at us.  

Some of us struggle with health concerns, some of us struggle with money, with addiction, with 

stress and anxiety.  Some of us struggle in mourning and grief, missing someone who we have 

lost.  Some of us look to a date on a calendar with dread.   That day that used to be a wonderful 

celebration is now only a painful reminder of who we have lost.  “How can my identity as a child 

of God stand up to all of that?”          

 The only way that our identity as a child of God can possibly stand up to all of the 

stresses of life…..the only way that we can feel complete and secure in our relationship with God 

is to know one thing.  It is to admit what a part of us has known all along……that we will never 

fill that void by our own efforts, we will never feel complete by purchasing “stuff”…..that we 

will never be able to perfectly resist all the temptations that come at us…..that we will fail often 

and we will feel the guilt and shame of those failures.  When the devil whispers into our ears, “if 

you are a child of God” in an attempt to convince us to find our security elsewhere we will fail 

and we will feel the guilt and the shame of that failure.       
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 When we know this…..when we finally let the reality of it sink in…..when we finally see 

just how big that void is inside of us and how miserably we fail at filling it with earthly things, 

then we are ready to seek elsewhere.  We are then ready to look for what, or actually who, makes 

us complete.  We are then ready to know in our very souls what it means to be a child of God. 

When the devil asks you “if” you are a child of God, and you happen to choke on that small 

word and even doubt it from time to time, please remember that our Savior never did.  To the 

one who resisted temptation we cling.  To the one who lived a perfect life we cling and we are 

filled and we are secure and we are complete.  In clinging to the perfect one are we made perfect.  

It’s the only way.  He is what our very souls crave.        

 So my fellow Adams and Eves, as you reflect on that void inside of you and perhaps 

wonder what last words we can say to the tempter in our battles, let us realize that our last words 

don’t really matter.  What matters are the last words that Jesus spoke in his victorious battle with 

the tempter….. “it is finished.”  Let these words be the last words for you to take home with you 

today and as you journey through the season of Lent.  In your penitence and your self-reflection 

during this season remember those last words that Jesus spoke.  And thinking about the last 

words of Jesus and our identity as children of God, if you really, really want some last words for 

yourself to speak…..perhaps you might consider saying “thank you Lord.  Thank you.”  Amen.   

  

   


