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May the Words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be always acceptable in your sight, o 
Lord our strength and our Redeemer. Amen 
 
Today, the church celebrates the Transfiguration of Christ.  Jesus was “transfigured” His figure, His 

image, His face was changed over.   Today is  the book end of the season of Epiphany.  We began with 

the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, and  today we end with the Manifestation of Christ’s Glory-

the Divinity of God in Christ on the mountaintop and the declaration made by God- “This is my Son the 

beloved, in whom I am well pleased, listen to him.” And the disciples were astonished by watching as 

Jesus is transfigured right before their eyes. 

There are many types of transfigurations in our world today.  And certainly types are big business—

many folks work hard and spend a lot of time and money to get one—a new face, a new look, a changed 

appearance.   Transfigurations are BIG business because we are very aware of the face we present to the 

world.  And we want to “look” good, because looking good makes us feel good. 

Transfigurations are not just cosmetology oriented, remember in Holy Scripture many people got new 

names to go with a new life and a new image.  Abram became Abraham and Sarai became Sarah, and 

Simon became Peter “The Rock”.  Let’s be honest, transfigurations happen all the time because each day 

we are changing.  For to live is to be continually be transfigured, but who are we becoming? 

And more importantly, as Christians, who are we called to become?  We are to become more and more 

Christlike each and everyday. 

But who is Jesus?  For the better part of two millennia now, the church has struggled to hold in tension 

the idea that Jesus was one person with two natures (fully human and fully divine) and that those two 

natures co-existed in Jesus without confusion, without mixture, without one altering the other, and so 

on.   The idea that Jesus could toggle between being Human or divine, as though he had not been both 

at the same time all along.  To avoid this, we could say that what happened on the mountaintop is that 

the for a few brief moments the Father showed the disciples what Jesus (as the Son of God) had always 

looked like before He emptied himself, and became incarnately human.   Either way, it was not that 
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Jesus became something he was not, but that something that was a part of who he had been all along 

was displayed in a different way.   

Putting it this way, when Jesus said things like “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father,” He 

meant that divinity had been on display every day of his life.  In others words, we cannot say that this 

was one time when we could see Jesus as diving in addition to being also human.  After all, our Gospel 

appointed for today, occurs on the final Sunday before the start of Lent, and we want to be clear all 

through the Lenten Season that the glory of the Father, and of the fullness of the Godhead were on 

display even when a crown of thorns was forced on Jesus’ head or even when he was nailed to the 

Cross.   

Therefore, that transfiguration—that change in Jesus’ face, and in the direction of his life—is most 

appropriate for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany.  It happened at an important time in Jesus’ life—just 

before His life changed direction dramatically, just before he turned His face toward Jerusalem, toward 

danger, and toward suffering, train, and death.  Thus the transfiguration bridges the two seasons, from 

Epiphany to Lent.  The transfiguration reminds us one more time of the uniqueness of Jesus’ identity, 

before turning our attention to the suffering that He will endure.   

The transfiguration happened at an important time because just before any big event in our lives, is the 

best time to receive reassurance, and the best time for your friends and family to receive reassurance 

too.  All of us need to see the glory of God before we challenging times, and all of us need the reminder 

of God’s presence and His purpose when we go through any dark valley. 

And where do we see His glory? Through the Scriptures, and by faith, we can see His glory before the 

cross; we can glimpse His plan before the suffering, we can believe His purpose even before we live 

through the crisis.  Therefore, instead of reading “ Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John and led 

them up a high mountain,” try reading this: Jesus took with him Sue, Bob, Mike and you and me up the 

high mountain.”  For you and I are witnesses of Christ’s transfiguration just as surely as Peter, James, 
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and John were.  For through faith we are with Christ in the glory of His transfiguration.  And his glory 

gives us strength just as it gave Christ strength—just as after the resurrection, it gave them strength. 

And on that mountaintop, Peter wanted to capture the moment forever, to basically bottle up divinity 

like capturing a firefly in a jar.  But the reality is, God is there,  –“tabernacling”—in our midst.  The tent 

Peter sought had been with him in Jesus’ fleshy tent all along! 

When the event was over, did that mean Jesus was any less glorious than he had been a few moments 

earlier?  Was he any less glorious there as the true Son of God than in those few moments of obvious 

shining on the mountain of Transfiguration? 

It is ironic that this moment of transfiguration always strikes us as being all about what can be seen, and 

yet when God’s voice thunders from heaven, what he says is that the disciples must listen to Jesus!  

Apparently, if they listen to what Jesus says, they will discover windows on glory they had never before 

suspected were there. 

And perhaps it’s no different today.  Our modern time is so overwhelmed with outward glitz and glitter 

and eye-popping spectacles: the media is drawn to megachurches full of glamour.  Our attention is 

nabbed by the spectacular, the superstars, the headline grabbers.  But true glory lurks in unexpected 

places and in generally humble wrappings.  It lurks in every believer, and it reveals itself when we listen 

to the Word of Jesus that we start to see the glory we too often miss.  

The fact is, we all have crosses to bear, pains to endure, crises to face.  And as we move into Lent, our 

crosses and Christ’s cross will occupy more of our attention. We may carry crosses, but we do not carry 

them by our own strength alone.  We do not face any crisis in our own strength alone.  In faith we see 

Christ’s glory and his strength becomes our strength, and his glory becomes our glory too.  And like 

Peter, we’d all like to capture the more obvious features of glory.  What we really are left to do, 

however, is to see the glory that surrounds us always whenever we hear and repeat the Word of Life 

that just is the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
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Who are we becoming? It is a good question to ponder on this “bridge Sunday” between Epiphany and 

Lent.  As Christians, we ought continually to be becoming more like Christ-allowing Him, and His love, to 

Shine in and out of you.  May you all have a most holy and blessed Lent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


