
May the Words of my mouth, and the meditations of all our hearts be Holy acceptable in your 
sight, oh Lord our strength and our redeemer. Amen 
 
When I was growing up, there was something my folks used to say, and I think you’ve probably 

heard it  as well.  “It’s not polite to point.”  Have you ever wondered why this is the case?  One 

source I researched says..”pointing at people is not polite, because of its use in court-to point 

out the wrongdoers.”   

Be that as it may, there are two kinds of people specifically identified in our Gospel.  The 

seekers and the pointers.  And despite social conventions and what our parents taught us, in 

this instance, I think it is OK to point.  In fact, as Christians, we are called to point—to point out 

Jesus to a world of Seekers.  You see,  Jesus has already been verbally pointed out by God when 

the Father spoke at his Baptism and said:  “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

And today, we have John the Baptist twice pointing him out-1. to the crowd and 2. two 

particular disciples:  “Behold the Lamb of God.” John cries out! 

And as profound as it is to be shown where our Lord is, I have to admit, sometimes the message 

in the newer translations of Holy Scripture do not deliver the same profoundness as the older 

translations. For example..“he saw Jesus coming toward him.” We may picture our Lord 

casually walking towards John, whilst….John ‘Seeth Jesus coming unto him.’ This poetic prose 

draws me to imagine the way they are holding each other in their gaze, not just a walking 

towards, but a sense that John is actually the one seen and chosen by Jesus.  It suggests not 

only direction,  but the destiny of a relationship with our Lord.  And then the word I love most-

John announces “Behold!”  --“behold the Lamb of God which take the away the sin of the 

world.”  To behold means to see with the whole of ourselves as though we were holding Christ 

in our sight and in our senses.  “Beholding the Lamb of God is to look into the presence of God, 



and be filled by Him.  It is to see salvation right before us.  And here is a phrase so rich in 

meaning.  ‘Lamb of God’ for the Jews, is a phrase with a whole history of powerful symbolic 

meaning---the sacrificial lamb, the unblemished Passover lamb whose blood was smeared on 

the two door posts and the lintels of the Jewish households as a sign of God’s liberating and 

saving power, a sign that God had chosen to enter into their history.  The Jews believed no one 

could see the face of God and live.  But here we have John the Baptist calling us to BEHOLD-to 

behold the one who comes as Liberator and Saviour. 

Now Andrew and John, the unnamed disciple in this passage, were followers of John the 

Baptist.  They were clearly seekers who thought they might have found the Messiah or, if not 

the Messiah, then the one who would point them to the Messiah.   And THAT is exactly what 

happened.  John the Baptist told them what he had witnessed, and point to Jesus saying, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!”.   These two seekers immediately went to follow Jesus, and when 

Jesus noticed them, he asked them what they were seeking.  They answered with another 

question, “where are you staying?”  Jesus said “come and see.” We know the excitement of 

that invitation when someone excitedly says: “come and see!” Whatever examples come to 

mind,, that excitement was in the invitation of Jesus to Andrew and John.  Jesus invited them, 

and their lives were changed completely because Jesus showed them who he truly was, and 

these two Seekers became pointers.   

There’s a scene in the first Toby McGuire “Spider Man” movie that sorts of gets to the point I’m 

trying to make.  In the beginning of the movie a young reporter Peter Parker undergoes a 

transformation.  Bitten by a spider that has been subjected to genetic experimentation, Peter 

develops superpowers and becomes a hero protecting the city from evil and looking for 



endangered souls to rescue.  One such person is Mary Jane Watson, a young woman whom he 

secretly loves.  Spider-Man saves her life more than once.  Of course, she falls for Spider-Man, 

but not for Peter Parker.  Later, Mary Jan and Peter discuss her mysterious rescuer, and she 

confesses her love for Spider-Man.  She is impressed that Peter “knows” Spider-Man.  In fact, 

Peter admits that he’s had a conversation with Spider Man about her.  Naturally, she wants to 

know what Peter told him about her.  Peter takes his time and searches for the right 

words…”the great thing about MJ is when you look in her eyes and she looks back in yours, 

everything feels not quite normal, because you feel strong, and weak at the same time.  You 

feel excited, and at the same time terrified.  The truth is you don’t know the way you feel, 

except you know the kind of man you want to be.  It’s as if you’ve reached the unreachable, and 

you were’nt ready for it.” 

I think what Peter describes must be the same phenomenon Andrew and John and we 

experience when we come to know Jesus.  Looking into the loving grace filled  eyes of Jesus, the 

Christ, the Son of God, we feel weak, but He makes us strong: we are terrified, and at the same 

time were more exhilarated than we’ve ever been in our lives; and in him we see the person we 

want to become.  The person God created us to be! I believe that is what happened to Andrew 

and John.  Jesus said “come and see” and so they went, they saw, they were changed from 

seekers to pointers, and then they began pointing Jesus out to others, beginning with Simon 

Peter.   

And for us too, it begins with a call:”come and see.”  That seeing, and beholding, involves 

making space in our lives, to give attention to the movement of God’s presence, and to 

recognize His  presence in the midst of all we do.  For we are called to point to Him and make 



Him known. Today, we take our example from John the Baptist who makes space for the one he 

beholds.  He doesn't try to convince or explain.  In fact, as soon as he sees Christ, he steps aside 

and opens himself to the Lamb of God.  By doing so, he is suddenly aware of the blessing of God 

breaking into the world.  He sees the heavens opened and the Spirit descending form Heaven 

like a dove.  He knows the Son of God is here with us.  There is a brave humility in this 

recognition.  John does not cling to this blessing or attempt to seize it for himself as a mark of 

his own authority or power.  There is no attempt to control or manipulate.  Here is an example 

to each one of us, and to the Church as a whole.  This blessing of God is for all to behold;  it is 

not the possession of the institution to dispense.   

How then must we respond?  John opens his hands.  He responds to Christ with a generosity 

which mirrors the grace of God.  He tells his disciples to “behold the Lamb of God”—he points 

towards Christ and allows them to follow.  “Come and see” our Lord’s invitation is about 

becoming witnesses, beholding for ourselves His presence, and then pointing others to him. 

It’s not polite to point except when it comes to Jesus.  You and I are called to point, not at, but 

to him in all that we say and do.  The challenge today is simple:  Let’s start pointing.  Invite 

others to “Come and see.”  That is the vocation of every Christian: —to point others to Christ, 

to see Christ in one another, and to make space in our lives to behold Christ’s presence.  Behold 

the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.  May you be bold as your life becomes 

an arrow that points others to our gracious and loving Heavenly Father. Amen. 

 

 


