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Baptism of Our Lord – A 2017 – Matt. 3: 13-17 

 You may not know it because the color of the banners and the paraments are still white, 

but today we have moved out of the season of Christmas.  The tree and the garland have been 

removed and with them another season of Christmas has come and gone.  Today we begin the 

season of Epiphany and for the next six Sundays after this one, the church will be adorned in 

green banners and paraments.          

 Epiphany is all about the revelation of God in his Son; human in Jesus Christ…..it is all 

about knowing that the baby Jesus was born for all of humankind, for the three wise men were 

the first Gentiles to recognize the divinity of Jesus by way of their offerings of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  Traditionally in Western Christianity the day of Epiphany takes place 

on January 6 and the season itself is a transition period between the two great church seasons of 

Christmas and Easter.  It’s hard to believe, but Ash Wednesday is only 8 weeks away. 

 So here we are today on the first Sunday after the Christmas season and what is the first 

thing that we notice?  What is the important message that we can take home with us today from 

Baptism of Our Lord Sunday?  The first thing we get today’s gospel reading is God’s vision of 

ministry for you and I.  Martin Luther often used the short phrase, “little priests.”  I have no idea 

what the words were in German, but he often said “little priests” to refer to the fact that you and I 

all have ministries.  Each one of us is called into, and gifted for, these ministries.  In many and 

various ways we are called out into our communities to share the good news through word and 

deed.              

 As pastors, Rev. Melissa and I, along with all other members of the clergy, are called to 

help people connect to these ministries.  Instead of doing everything ourselves, it is a part of our 

job to equip the members of our church for ministry.  I remember one time on the very first 
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Sunday of my internship I arrived at the church in Swan River very early, eager to get started, 

wanting to make sure that no detail was overlooked.  I noticed that the hymns weren’t posted on 

the hymn boards…..the same way we do here…..so I took the liberty of putting the numbers on 

the boards.  When my supervising pastor came to church he noticed that the numbers were up on 

the hymn boards, so he asked me, “did you put those up?”  I proudly declared that I had indeed 

put them up, expecting to hear a “well done” or a “thank you for doing that”, but what I received 

instead was the comment, “you better take those down.”       

 I’m sure my supervisor saw the confusion on my face so he explained it to me.  He said 

that putting the numbers on the hymn boards was Frank’s job.  Frank was an older gentleman 

who had been doing that task for many years.  It was Frank’s way of contributing to the 

service…..it was his way of contributing to his church…..it was a part of Frank’s ministry.  

Frank did other tasks around the church as well and my supervisor didn’t want me taking over 

any of these tasks and insulting Frank in the process.       

 As pastors, sometimes it would just be easier to do some things ourselves.  It is easy to 

say, “well, I’m right here so I may as well take care of it.”  It is tempting to just do the task 

ourselves, whatever it may be, thinking that we might impress others with our efficiency or do a 

favor for someone else by doing it for them.  But Matthew’s gospel for this Baptism of Our Lord 

Sunday says, “no” to this way of thinking.  Right from the very beginning ministry was meant to 

be a partnership…..it was meant to be shared…..it was meant to be done through teamwork.  

 In our gospel lesson today we meet Jesus coming to the Jordan wanting to be baptized by 

John.  John says, “I can’t do this”, “I shouldn’t do this”, “it is you Lord who should be baptizing 

me.”  But notice how Jesus answers him…..he says “let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 

way to fulfill all righteousness.”  “It is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”  
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Even when we doubt our calls to minister…..even when we think we cannot do it…..even when 

we believe that surely someone else could do it better…..Jesus invites us into his ministry.  From 

the very beginning Jesus recognizes the need for teamwork.....the need for you and I to do our 

part.  He needs you and I to spread the gospel through word and deed and this is done as a 

partnership.  Jesus was baptized with human hands, just as you were…..but those human hands 

were guided by God himself, and the hands of God are inviting you and I into ministry in the 

same way that Jesus invited John to baptize him.         

 We are called to share in ministry; to share in the spotlight; to share in the burdens and 

the joys…..this is the way that Jesus wants ministry to be done.  Our world is very competitive 

and very often we see signs of people protecting their territory.  They have worked hard for what 

they have and they won’t risk losing it by trusting the work to someone else…..they do the work 

by themselves only.  But Jesus says, “it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Jesus says, 

“I need you to help me.”  Jesus says, “even if you think you cannot, or should not, I will give you 

whatever you need to do it, for I walk with you.”         

 Yes, Jesus invited John into ministry at his baptism and he invites you and I.  A part of 

our call as “little priests” is to invite others into their ministries…..to help them to see that small 

things as well as big things are ministries and that they are all very important.  When we do this, 

when a congregation makes a point to invite others, not just to come to church, but also to invite 

them into ministries, we soon have an inviting church…..we soon have a church that encourages 

people to practice and live out ministries with others.  Why have an expensive golf club in your 

bag if you never pull it out and use it?  Why have an expensive set of tools in your garage if you 

never use them?  Why have a delicious meal sitting on the table if it is never enjoyed?  If we use 

our gifts, even when we feel inadequate or scared, God will give us what we need so that those 
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gifts make a difference in the world.         

 So we invite people…..we invite them the way that Jesus did to John and we become an 

inviting church.  I want to ask a question this morning.  I want to ask all of you a question here 

on the first Sunday of Epiphany……this season that comes between Christmas and Easter…..I 

want to ask you, “how are you doing?”  Now that Christmas and New Years are gone for another 

year, how are you doing?  Are you working hard on keeping New Year’s resolutions?  Are you 

sorry to see Christmas go, or are you happy that it is gone?  Are you feeling overwhelmed, 

hopeful, fearful, blessed, forgotten, depressed, happy?  I ask this because although the light of 

Christ shines on all of us at all times, we don’t always feel it do we?      

 That is why I think it is important to know one of the most important messages that 

Epiphany offers us.  In our reading from Acts we heard this, “then Peter began to speak to them, 

I truly understand that God shows no partiality.”  God shows no partiality.  He doesn’t care if 

you are Jew or Gentile, he doesn’t care if you are male or female…..and even if you are doubtful 

of your skills and abilities in ministry, God still considers you beloved.  Just as a voice from 

heaven said, “this is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased”, God considers you 

and I beloved.  At our baptisms we were clothed in Christ, we became members of his eternal 

family, and we were sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.   

 Much of our world groans with stress and suffering and belovedness is often denied, 

drowned out or ignored.  “Belovedness” is the first divine word we hear between God and Jesus.  

He takes this word in his heart when he is in the wilderness battling Satan; he knows he is 

beloved when he gets into trouble in his hometown and when he gets the Jewish authorities riled 

up through his ministry.  On this Baptism of Our Lord Sunday please leave here today knowing 

that you are beloved…..that God would come to this world to be with you and to walk with you.  
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Take this knowledge with you into your corner of the world today, and regardless of how you 

feel…..whether you are grieving, angry, joyful, disillusioned, thankful or just plain stressed out, 

know that you are beloved.           

 When we know this…..when we remember that God shows no partiality, we the beloved, 

can rise up and give thanks to our amazing Lord by participating in ministry.  Jesus invites us to 

partner with him to share the good news in whatever way we can…..to take belovedness in our 

hearts wherever we go and spread it around like sunshine breaking through the clouds.  We are 

invited into this.  We are called to invite others into this.  And you can do it.  You can do it 

because you are in partnership with Christ himself…..you can do it because each of you have 

God-given gifts that are aching to be used, and you can do it because you are beloved.  Thanks 

be to God.  Amen.   

  


