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Christmas Day 2016 A – John 1: 1-14 

 I would like to begin the sermon the same way I began the announcements…..by wishing 

each and every one of you a Merry Christmas.  I’m just wondering this Christmas morning if you 

have ever thought about where people live.  Take for instance how suburbs came to be in the 

larger cities.  As the main hub or downtown area of the cities grew busier and busier, people 

chose to live farther away in the suburbs or on the outside edge of the city.  In so doing they 

could be close to the benefits of the downtown areas such as access to shopping, entertainment 

and the business section.  In so doing they didn’t have to live in the midst of the hustle and bustle 

of these areas with the often congested traffic, the line ups and the increased crime rate. 

 Moving to the suburbs was simply a better place for many to raise their children…..it was 

more quiet and peaceful, more friendly, less frustrating and safer to be farther away from the 

downtown area where you could run into any kind of person at any moment.  And let me tell 

you, this country boy can really relate to being away from hustle and bustle.  At times it is 

great…..going to Jet game or Bomber game, but having to live in the midst of that environment 

is just not for me.            

 But as the cities kept growing the suburbs were not on the edge of the city anymore.  The 

people who used to live in the suburbs now found themselves deeper in the city with all of its 

congestion and hustle and bustle.  No wonder many people today are moving out of the 

Winnipeg city limits to the various bedroom communities that are near to the city.  Many of 

these people live in bedroom communities and commute to work in Winnipeg.  It is a very 

popular thing to do these days as the population of these communities is growing rapidly.  Many 

people like to live and raise their children in these smaller, safer communities where, in general, 

they are farther away from the mess and the unpleasant parts of larger cities.   
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Now that you have had a refresher course on urban geography, let’s take a look at the 

gospel reading for today.  Even though many people do not recognize it as such, today’s gospel 

reading from John is a Christmas story.  It isn’t nearly as familiar as the Christmas stories from 

Matthew and Luke, but it is still a Christmas story.  I realize that it doesn’t contain the much 

beloved and familiar people such as Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, the three wise 

men and the baby in the manger, but it is still a Christmas story.  It doesn’t have the star, the 

angels and the animals in the stable, but it is still a Christmas story.      

 It is easy to miss the Christmas element in this reading because it is kind of abstract and 

philosophical.  Many people read this part of the gospel of John, they blink, and then they realize 

they have to read it again because they feel like they missed something.  It’s just one of those 

readings.  But when you really get down to it, this reading has much to say to us.  This reading 

tells us of a Jesus who was present from the very beginning with God.  This reading tells us of a 

Jesus who had a hand in creating all things.  He is the “light that shines in the darkness” and “he 

came to what was his own”, even though the “world did not know him.”  He is the “Word that 

became flesh and lived among us”, “full of grace and truth.”      

 I’ve heard more than one person dismiss church and religion because they cannot grasp 

the idea of Jesus who had a hand in creating all things and then is willing to be born into this 

world of ours.  It is the only world religion where the mighty, all-powerful deity comes to walk 

among humanity.  The gospel of John is saying that the master intelligence behind the universe 

did not stay up in the safety of heaven…..that God did not remain living there, far away from the 

evil and suffering of earth…..that God didn’t live in some kind of eternal suburb, safe from it 

all.  God didn’t live away from the messy parts of the world; he came down here to this earth to 

experience all the joys and sorrows of a human life.  “And the Word became flesh and lived 
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among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only Son, full of grace and 

truth.”  God didn’t move away from the messiness and the problems of life, he chose to live right 

in the midst of them.            

 I’m not sure if any of you have ever been to Countryfest in Dauphin, but it is a sea of 

campers and tents.  A few years ago Sue and I pitched a small tent in the discount area of 

Countryfest…..down in the field, farther away from the actual stage areas.  That year it seemed 

as if there were tents everywhere you looked.  There were tents pitched all throughout the field, 

on flatbeds, behind washrooms, behind the stage area…..and there was even a tent pitched on a 

trampoline.  You can see almost anything at Dauphin Countryfest.      

 The last line of our reading for today tells us that the “Word became flesh and lived 

among us.”  The literal translation of the Greek word for “lived” is “tabernacled.”  “And the 

Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.”  The tabernacle in the Old Testament was the 

localized presence of God.  The tabernacle was a big tent.  At the far end of the tabernacle, was 

the Holy of Holies, a room separated by a heavy curtain, and behind that curtain was the Ark of 

the Covenant, a special holy box, and inside that Ark or box, were the Ten 

Commandments.  This was the most sacred place where God lived…..in the tabernacle, in the 

Holy of Holies, in the Ark, and most sacredly, in the Ten Commandments.     

 This Bible passage from the Christmas gospel of John asks the question, “where is God 

more present?”  Where are you to find God living?   The answer…..you will find God living in 

the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth.  If you want to find the localized presence of God, it is no longer 

in the moral law of the Ten Commandments but in the flesh of Jesus Christ.  It is in the flesh of 

the baby born in the manger…..in the being of this man who came to pitch his tent in the 

messiness of our world.  He came to pitch his tent in the midst of this world and his presence is 
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as real as a gift that is opened on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  That present is opened and 

revealed for us, not only on Christmas, but every day.       

 The gospel reading starts out by making it sound as if Jesus is so far away; so 

transcendent; so unreachable, but the reality is that this living God is very near to us.  Actually, 

every time the living Christ is born into your life you have experienced a Christmas.  Whenever 

your life is a bit of a mess…..whether it has to do with health, anxiety, family problems, work or 

some other trouble, there is the Word made flesh being born into your reality…..there he has 

pitched his tent…..and there in the light of his presence, his comfort and his love, you experience 

another Christmas Day.            

 And for the people who have dismissed church and religion because they cannot grasp 

the notion of an all mighty deity who would lower himself to our human level…..a powerful God 

who created all that there is who would step down off his throne to mingle with the regular 

people, even in their messes…..for the people who cannot grasp this, you and I can reach out and 

help them to understand.  You and I who know that the Word made flesh is born into our lives 

whenever we need him the most can make a difference.  We who know that the Christmas birth 

happens at any day of the year can help.         

 It is my hope and my prayer that God may provide the courage and the words to each and 

every one of us to point to the baby in the manger and tell others what this means for us.  And 

maybe, just maybe, you will have the opportunity to start a conversation even on a hot July 

day…..maybe at the lake or the golf course, when someone is telling you about how messy their 

life is…..maybe then you can find the courage to say, “let me tell you a Christmas story.”  

Thanks be to God and Merry Christmas.  Amen.   
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