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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts… 
 
It was a few days before Christmas.  A woman woke up one morning and told her husband, “I 

just dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for Christmas.  What do you think this dream 

means?”  “Oh,”  her husband replied, “you’ll know the day after tomorrow.” 

The next morning, she turned to her husband again and said the same thing, “I just dreamed 

that you gave me a pearl necklace for Christmas.  What to you think this dream means?”  And 

he smiled back,  “you’ll know tonight.” 

That evening, the man came home with a small packaged and presented it to his wife.  She was 

delighted. She opened it gently.  And when she did, she found…a book entitled The Meaning of 

Dreams.   

Today’s Gospel reading is about a dream.  Not Mary’s dream, but Joseph’s dream.  We too 

often forget about Joseph.  There are many Advent and Christmas hymns that focus on Mary 

and her important role as the Christ-bearer, but you’d have to look long and hard to find more 

than to or three that even mention Joseph.  But this year, the Gospel points to Joseph and his 

dream.  But not just any ordinary dream-like dreaming for a pearl necklace.  No, Joseph 

dreamed something astounding.  That God would enter the world, that He would be blown to 

his wife!  As crazy as that was to understand.  Joseph had some serious trusting to do!  He had 

to trust God.  It took a lot of trust, that’s for sure!  And this, my friends, is why Joseph’s dream 

is so important-for he dreamt of the salvation of the world. 

And it is trust that is required because, if you have noticed, each time we read about what God 

is up to in Holy Scripture, it is never a smooth plan.  It’s never just an easy straight highway, but 

a highway with lots of curves.  And there were many curves in the road for the lowly couple 
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who were soon to welcome the Saviour of the World into the World.  For while Mary was 

engaged, she became pregnant.  It was a gift of the Holy Spirit.  Mary was visited by an angel, 

and offered the opportunity to serve as the mother of the Holy One.  And in the greatest leap of 

blind faith Mary says “yes”.  Mary’s risk is great, the road was not a smooth one. 

Joseph’s road neither was smooth.  He too, like Mary, had the freedom and chance to say no to 

God.  In fact Joseph had some pretty good reasons to say No!  Quite apart from the moral issue, 

or matters of the Law, Joseph was faced with the practical matter of just how one hides a 

pregnancy.  One that occurred after he became engaged to Mary.  How could she do such a 

thing?  It was not until Joseph wanted to break the relationship up that he received a visit from 

the angel.  He was told not to worry about this, but to take Mary as his wife, and that she would 

bear a very special child who would save people from their sins.  And if the messenger was 

right, the child to be born had the Lord as its Father.  What on earth would such a child be like, 

look like, act like? 

Joseph was more than within his means to quietly divorce Mary.  But then, this baby is 

reputedly from the Holy Spirit!  And so, in the second great leap of blind faith in our story, 

Joseph agrees.  Imagine what their families must have thought!  But you see this passage shows 

us that Joseph was a man of faith and trust. He didn’t question, or doubt—in fact he seemed to 

take everything in stride.  Matthew Tessa us, “when Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took Mary as his wife…” It is here that makes it clear 

Joseph is faithful and obedient—and more than willing to do whatever the Lord asks of him.   

We see this when Joseph fully accepts responsibility for the care and nurturing of a child—a 

child not even his own!  And his willingness, even risking his life,  to uplift and care for Mary, in 
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spite of what others “may think.”  And in Joseph’s willingness, we see a tremendous sense of 

respect for Mary and her role in God’s plan, and a humility that keeps him form worrying, first, 

about himself, and second, about what others might think of him.   

And finally, Joseph is a model for us all, as he was completely obedient to the Father’s Will.  And 

we, evidently, need such an example of the obedience of faith—because we have such a 

struggle with obedience! 

Let’s be honest here, most of us like to have our lives in some sort of order.  We like it when the 

road of the day is straight and smooth.  And I think such was the case with Joseph as well.  He 

had things all lined up.  He met a wonderful young woman, and started lining things up, 

according to the Jewish Law, with the goal of marriage and having a big family.  All his hopes 

and dreams were coming together so nicely.  But suddenly, he found himself in a situation in 

which the future would be drastically changed.  Now, he is thinking about Mary, about what the 

angel said, and about how in the world he would father the Messiah?  Joseph would find that 

his life was not simply interrupted by this change; his life was forever changed.  It became a life 

that had to be rooted in faith—not just a general faith in God, but a faith that would always 

accept that God would be there to assist him, to help him.   

With all the hopes and dreams Joseph had, he acknowledged that God’s Will was more 

important than his own—and so Joseph married Mary, and raised Jesus and nurtured him as a 

father would raise and nurture his own biological child.  Joseph did all that God commanded 

him—and he did it for the obedience of faith. 

Joseph had faith in God, Joseph trusted God, and so Joseph obeyed God’s commands.  And 

Joseph models the same obedience of faith for us.  For we too are called to respect and honour 
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one another; we too are called to be obedient to our Heavenly Father, by bringing forth for the 

world The Christ—by having Christ conceived in us, that he may also be carried by us, ready to 

be shared, at the right time, with those who continue to live in darkness and who need the 

Light of Christ; that through us, God might continue to be Emmanuel, God with us—God who 

comes to our world in flesh and blood, to be with us, even to the end of the age.   

The obedience of faith is a gift, as well as a call, and not just Joseph and Mary, but for each of us 

who are to be Christ-bearers.  And Joseph is indeed an example—a model that we can look to—

to learn how it is that we can respond to our Heavenly Father’s call, by living the obedience of 

faith.   

My friends, we are just mere days away from that Good News being born into the world again 

as we celebrate Christmas.  But are you ready for the Good News?  Are you prepared to 

respond to the birth of this Christ Child by shouldering the responsibility and enduring the 

challenges s that the world around you might have the opportunity to his of his never-ending 

grace and redeeming love? 

May the story of Joseph guide us so that we can look at the events in our lives not as 

interruptions but we can look a these events and ask “what might God be calling me to do with 

this situation so that it becomes an opportunity for Him to act through me?”  “What different 

will I make in the world?” How can I use the events of my life to make God’s presence known?  

A simple carpenter form Nazareth did, and it made all the difference in the world.  Amen. 

 

 

 


