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Pentecost 26 C – Luke21: 5-19 

 I rarely watch commercials or pay attention to any sort of advertising, but while watching 

TV shows or movies I am sometimes entertained by the sales pitch of a smooth talking 

salesperson. I just have to chuckle to myself as they lay out the reasons why purchasing this 

particular product is going to change someones life.  “If you buy this product it will be like 

heaven on earth.”  They will use a variety of techniques to sell their products…..many of which 

are untrue and underhanded…..and I’m amazed at how often they work.     

 Now, I’m not saying that all salespeople are shady characters who think nothing of lying 

to their customers to make a sale.   There are former and current business people involved in 

sales here this morning.  Many sales people genuinely set out to help people…..to match them up 

to a product that suits their needs.  These sales people I appreciate and these sales people are the 

ones I will go back to in the future.          

 When Jesus stated his ominous message to the Pharisees and the scribes, the one that you 

just heard, he was in the midst of the temple district.  He had just witnessed the poor widow 

putting two small copper coins in the treasury.  Immediately after this he noticed people talking 

in awe about how beautifully adorned the temple was.  Perhaps it was this very contrast that 

caused him to launch into the message we read just a little while ago…..a message that some 

would call apocalyptic…..in other words, a sober and scary message that concerns the end times.   

 And in this message Jesus tells all those around him what it will be like to be a disciple.  

You would think he would really try hard to entice those listening to him about how awesome it 

will be to be a disciple.  Maybe it would be like “heaven on earth.”  But we don’t hear the typical 

modern day sales pitch do we?  What we get is something far removed from what we are used to.  

Instead of telling us how great being a disciple of Christ is he tells us how hard it will be.  His 
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disciples will be arrested, persecuted, imprisoned and brought before authorities.  He says, “don’t 

kid yourselves, the cost of discipleship is high.  It is not something to take lightly and it is not 

something for self-glory….it will most often not feel like heaven on earth.      

 After hearing this you might be thinking that we need to bring in one of those smooth, 

fast-talking sales people from our day and age to really sell the life of a disciple.  Perhaps a 

pastor standing in front of a congregation can make the life of a disciple sound more appealing.  

After all, Jesus really didn’t do a good job of it did he?  All he did was talk about how hard it 

would be…..so maybe pastors around the world this morning can try to do a better job of it than 

Jesus did so that people will be lining up at the disciple registration table eager to sign up.  

 I could try to do just that, but then I would be lying…..I would then be a shady, dishonest 

sales person who doesn’t have the best interest of his clientele at heart.  That is why we need to 

return to the words of Jesus today and figure out what his message really means for us.  The way 

I see it we can hear this gospel reading and make one of two choices:  First, we can take the 

words of Jesus as warning and start preparing for the end of which he speaks, either by ordering 

our lives in a new way or by trying to figure out the events and calendar to which Jesus 

supposedly hints at.  In this way we can avoid some of the nasty things he says we will 

experience and get ready for the future.         

 We could do that, only Jesus himself seems to speak against taking his words as a 

timetable.  When Jesus was asked when these things will take place and what the signs would be 

he responds with a warning.  “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my 

name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘the time is near!’  Do not go after them.”  His warning takes our 

attention away from figuring out the future and puts it somewhere else.  So we should not be 

living our lives only to prepare for the future.   
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 The second way we can take Jesus’ words is to see them as an invitation to live now by 

faith, hope and trust, not to live in terror of tribulations and trials but to live in the midst of these 

things trusting that God will give us what we need to get through them and, not only to get 

through them, but to have opportunity to witness to his goodness.  This is what we as disciples’ 

of Christ are called into.  In our reading from second Thessalonians we heard Paul say, “do not 

be weary in doing what is right.”  Paul echo’s the words of Jesus to live in the present…..he is 

describing what it will be like to live in the meantime…..to live now as God’s beloved in the 

midst of a broken world where there will be wars, where nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom; where there will be natural disasters, famines and plagues.  Into all of 

this are we called…..into all of this are we called to be a witness, and only then can we call 

ourselves disciples’ of Christ.          

 This might be fresh in your memory or it might be far too old for you…..but in 

November of 1989 the wall that separated East and West Germany came down.  Here was an 

example of a nation divided.  For those of you who are too young to know this, there was an 

actual reinforced wall that separated East Germany from West Germany.  Political disagreements 

had become so strong that one nation was divided into two and the wall was built that lasted for 

28 years.  When the Berlin Wall first surfaced, it appeared overnight.  A temporary barrier was 

first erected, then over time stone by divisive stone was added until a formidable wall stood that 

became a barrier to, not only a nation divided, but family members as well…..because the wall 

came up so quickly, family members were caught on opposite sides of the wall.     

 When the wall came down the world celebrated with the German people and perhaps the 

words “not one stone will be left upon another” had much meaning for many people.  Yes, Jesus 

was referring to the Jewish temple when he said that but it is also easy to see that any wall of 



4 
 

hatred and separation that is thrown down is a sign of the kingdom of God come near.  As 

Christians, as disciples, we are called to faithfulness in the midst of situations where walls 

separate.  No fancy, well-worded sales pitch can remove the difficulty and the great 

responsibility placed on disciples’ of Christ.  No sales technique, however successful in business 

can make this task an easy one.           

 Jesus tells us how it is possible to be a disciple in the midst of places where walls are put 

up.  “I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand 

or contradict.’  In other words, Jesus says, “trust in me.”  And when you really think about it, 

trusting in Jesus is the most meaningful thing that we have to lean on.  On Reformation Sunday, 

two weeks ago, we were reminded once again that it is only by grace that we are saved…..grace 

that comes to us from a loving God.  In that grace we trust knowing that we cannot earn God’s 

kingdom on our own.  Last Sunday, during All Saints Sunday, we were reminded once again that 

when death and grief throw up a wall of fear of doubt we are reminded that Jesus has defeated 

death once and for all, and that since we trust in that knowledge, we can live for the moment and 

not hide away from the world.          

 It is not popular or easy to speak out against that which divides or to stand against 

divisions between people.  Yet in the name of Jesus, and in the power of that name, we are called 

and granted the grace to endure the struggle, knowing that he will give us what we need, so that 

brick by brick we can throw down any wall that divides…..any wall that produces hatred and 

fear.  It might be in your family, your circle of friends, your workplace or somewhere in your 

community, but we are called to chip away, brick by brick at those walls of division.  And please 

don’t feel discouraged if your best efforts can only weaken one brick…..for it will make a 

difference.  When one brick is loosened, the entire wall will be weakened.  It is often not a quick 
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process but any wall of division that is weakened is not as strong as it used to be.  If the great 

Berlin Wall can come down, so can any other.        

 My brothers and sisters in Christ, my fellow disciples, please always remember the words 

of the Apostle Paul, “do not be weary in doing what is right” …..please always remember the 

words of our Savior, “I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 

able to withstand or contradict.”  Trust in these words as you go to the places where walls of 

division and hatred are…..trust that you will be given whatever you need to take one more brick 

out of those walls…..trust that he will walk closely beside you through it all…..and when that 

wall comes down we will truly experience a little “heaven on earth.”  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

  

  


