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Pentecost 22C – Luke 18: 1-8 

 I’m sure all of you have heard children arguing at one point or another in your lives….. 

an argument that goes something like this.  “Yes it is, no it’s not, yet it is, no it’s not!”  These 

kinds of arguments usually require an adult or two to step in and resolve the problem.  Or maybe 

you have heard adults discussing a topic that they cannot agree upon…..something involving 

politics or sports perhaps.  These disagreements usually contain some good natured jibes but they 

can also get a little heated at times…..and sometimes a third party is needed to step in to resolve 

the situation.  A pastor colleague of mine was drawn into a disagreement that involved our 

gospel lesson for today.           

 A few congregants at this particular congregation met every week to discuss the gospel 

lesson for the coming Sunday.  The group found it very nurturing and they enjoyed seeing how 

the pastor preached on the gospel lesson that they had just studied.  They found that in doing this 

they were pulled into the sermon in a deeper way.  However on one occasion when studying the 

exact same gospel lesson you just heard, the members of the group had a disagreement.  One 

person said that the main point of the reading is to be persistent…..to keep praying to God until 

he finally grants your request.  Another member of the group disagreed with this saying that 

there was a deeper message hidden somewhere in the parable.      

 As my colleague told me the story I wouldn’t say that the disagreement became heated, 

but they did ask the pastor of the church to step in and help.  They asked him to tell the group 

what the parable really meant.  The pastor, having an intern at his disposal, promptly handed the 

intern the task of settling this disagreement once and for all.  My colleague, who happened to be 

that intern, told me how nervous he was, hoping that he didn’t make the situation worse.  Before 

he got into the details of that particular parable he decided to talk to the group about why Jesus 
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so often talked in parables and why they can so easily be misinterpreted.     

 So, why did Jesus talk in parables?  Why did he so often seem to hide the message of the 

parable?  Why didn’t he just speak plainly and get right to the point so there wasn’t any 

confusion and doubt?  Maybe you won’t be surprised to hear that even this is not a clear, simple 

answer.  For a little more on this I refer you to the ‘did you know’ printed in the bulletin.  It is a 

complicated topic that I don’t want to dwell on here, suffice it to say that parables, which were a 

common way of speaking in Jesus’ day, most often left people scratching their heads.  Even the 

disciples were often left wondering what on earth Jesus was talking about.    

 In the end, I think at least part of this puzzle has to do with the message that Jesus was 

teaching.  The points that he wanted to get across to his listeners were so far removed from what 

they were expecting Jesus had to devise parables that contained a lot of contrast.  It has been said 

that a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  The people of Jesus’ day had a notion 

of the kingdom of heaven and of the Messiah that was far removed from reality.  Jesus knew this 

and so he often taught in parables in order to give them something to think about…..something to 

wrestle with like Jacob wrestling with God.  I often thought that if Jesus told his audiences 

plainly, they would have dismissed him quicker than ever.        

 For us here this morning attempting to understand another tricky parable of Jesus, we 

have it even harder.  Not only do we have to wrestle with hidden meanings we also have to have 

a knowledge of what life was like back when Jesus told this parable.  It is hard for us to 

comprehend what it was like to be a widow back in the time of Jesus.  This was not a society 

where everyone was entitled to their day in court.  The widow would have had no rights and she 

certainly would not have access to a judge in a formal procedure of law.  So her crying out for 

justice would have been easily dismissed…..the listeners of this parable would have thought this 
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a ridiculous thing.            

 Women’s behavior was very limited in ancient times.  Unmarried women were not 

allowed to leave the home of their father…..married women were not allowed to leave the home 

of their husband….. they were rarely given roles of authority…..they were not allowed to testify 

in court…..they were not even allowed to approach a stranger and start up a conversation.  So for 

Jesus to tell a parable where a widow is nagging and pestering, not just a judge, but an unjust 

judge, his listeners would have very likely been shaking their heads in disgust.  In the minds of 

the crowd that day they would have been certain that the unjust judge would just keep ignoring 

her since the widow wasn’t really supposed to approach a man of position in the first place.   

 But no, unexpectedly the persistent cries of the widow sway the unjust judge.  He says, 

“because she keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 

continually coming.”  And then Jesus says in the very next verse, “listen to what the unjust judge 

says.”  It sure seems like the message here is to be persistent…..to pray always and not to lose 

heart.  It seems like the teaching of this parable is that we should nag and bother God until he 

finally relents and grants our request or gives us justice.  Did we just figure out the teaching of 

this parable?  Is that it?  Persistence pays off?     

 Persistence can be a very good quality to be sure.  It is good to be persistent in our jobs 

and in our lives with family and friends.  It is obviously very good to be persistent in our prayer 

life and in our study of God’s word.  But is this really the point of the parable?  I think you all 

know that the answer is ‘no.’  There is still more to be uncovered here.  Yes, it’s true, it sure 

seems like the message here is persistence and perseverance, but if we are to bother God over 

and over again until he finally gives us what we want, what does that say about God?  Doesn’t 

that mean that he is unwilling…..that God is a stern and strict master who really would like to be 
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left alone…..that only those people who persevere by bothering and nagging God enough will 

receive justice?  Is that who our God is?         

 And here is where the message starts to arrive for us this morning…..here is where the 

gospel starts to emerge.  Persevere and you will be blessed is not the gospel.  There is value in 

perseverance but it is not the promise on which to base our hope and trust…..it is not the 

message for you to take home with you today.  The message I hear from Jesus is this…..if hard-

hearted, unjust judges can be moved to act on our behalf, even when we have no business talking 

to them, then how much more will God be willing and eager to help his children?  Here is the 

contrast that Jesus puts into the parable…..the hard-hearted, unjust judge who has no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone on one hand…..and on the other a compassionate, caring and loving 

God.  We are moving closer to the gospel, but we aren’t quite there yet.     

 Okay, so our God loves us and cares for us infinitely more than the unjust judge, but what 

of the matter of perseverance?  When life is difficult the way that all of us here this morning 

know it can be at times, what about perseverance?  When life is hard…..like after losing a loved 

one, like when there is struggle and stress and you don’t know where to turn next…..how can we 

persevere?  When someone says to you, “just hang in there, persevere and things will get better.”  

What if you don’t believe you can persevere?  What if you are weighed down by injustice?  

What if you are weighed down by those things that you wished you never did or those things that 

you wish you had done…..what if you feel cut off and far removed from God and life is just 

plain miserable from day to day?  That from day to day you just trudge along feeling empty and 

lost just like the widow.  What then?         

 Then call out to God in as persistent a way as you can.  Wrestle with God…..take your 

hardest questions to him, your greatest fears, your strongest desires and prayerfully and 
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emotionally take them to God.  Many people feel that we have to be ‘nice’ with God that we 

need to mind our manners when we pray.  But he isn’t afraid of anything about us…..not our 

broken relationships or betrayals, not our resistance to change, not even our confusion and anger.  

This is, after all, the one who persevered on the cross for us…..this is the one who persisted in 

his life and out of love walked out of the empty tomb to defeat sin and death forever.  This is the 

one who, day by day, calls out to us to turn around to him.  This is the one who persistently 

forgives us over and over again.  This is the one who never quits showering us with compassion 

and hears us when we cry out for our own justice or for the justice of others.  This is one who, 

day by day, gives us the strength to lift up our heads to see a better tomorrow.     

 So the next time you feel like you can no longer be persistent and your perseverance has 

at last run out, be thankful that we have a God who never fails in his persistence…..be thankful 

that he has persevered for you on the cross and that you are forever in the palm of his 

hand…..…..be thankful that whenever you feel that you just “can’t” we have a God who most 

definitely “can.”  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

  

   

  

  

  

  


