
May the words of my mouth… 

This weekend, most of us will gather around a table teeming with all the fixens.  And while it is 

important that we have this weekend to give thanks, as Christians, thankfulness is a part of who 

we are.  When we gather around the table, we give thanks, when we go to bed at night, or when 

we get up in the morning…when we come to worship, we offer up ourselves, and all that we 

have with thankful hearts; we are giving thanks as He feeds us with His precious body and blood, 

strengthening us for the mission ahead.  When we sing, we give thanks. And when we read Holy 

Scripture, we discover thankful people, as we do today.  But there is something special about our 

Gospel, something more profound that, like all of Jesus’ parables, we must uncover. 

To help us uncover this mystery, we will need a "Touchstone."  A touchstone is a piece of flint 

used to determine whether or not a precious-looking metal is really gold. As gold is scraped on 

the touchstone, a mark is left to assure that it is the real deal, or is it nothing but fool’s gold. It 

would have come in handy when living in a NS gold mining town, where we were surrounded by 

rocks which may/may not contain gold. None the less…and more importantly for us today, it’s 

an interesting analogy to think of beautiful grace as the “touchstone,” which reveals us for what 

we truly are.  Like knowing that only one of the ten lepers was found, when scored by the 

touchstone of grace, to be thankful. But why is that?  Why is it that some are overwhelmed by a 

gracious gift, and others seemed to be unaware of their good fortune?  The Gospel may hold the 

key. 

Life was not good for these 10 men.  According to the Law of Moses, they were banned from 

living in town or participating in activities, because they were a danger to the community's 

health.  They had to live on the outskirts of town and if someone came too close, they had to, by 



Page  of 4 

 
2 

law, shout the warning that they were unclean.  It was to be assumed that even God Himself 

ignored them.    

As Jesus was passing by on his way to Jerusalem, these men begin to cry out for him to show 

mercy. Somehow they have heard of his healing gifts.  Hoping against hope, they ask to be set 

free from the terrible curse of their condition -- free to be able to live once again in community. 

Our Lord, the great physician shows compassion upon the ten.  He tells them to obey the Law's 

prescriptions concerning healing - to show themselves to a priest in order that they might be 

pronounced cured.  And, as they hasten to see if this good news is true, they are healed. The 

awesome thing here is that Jesus is standing over against his entire tradition and saying that ritual 

and ceremonial laws are really not important issues before God. He accepts each and every 

person, regardless of his/her situation, and invites one after another into a relationship, a 

community of people in which forgiveness cancels sin and love empowers action. He invites 

them to cross over into a land of promise. //This is what grace does! He meets us where we are, 

and it was the Samaritan who got it! Who went beyond just a simple “thank you” to being deeply 

grateful by wanting more by wanting to be in a relationship with Jesus. 

The irony is that the one man that shows gratitude to Jesus, the one man who recognizes what it 

means to call Jesus "Master," is a Samaritan, not a Jew. 

But the Samaritan got it!  He got that it was about relationship with Jesus.  He suddenly 

understood what it meant to call Jesus "Master."  He was grateful for a healing that was more 

than skin deep.  He was on the road to understanding that Jesus' healing was about being restored 

to relationship with our Lord.  It was about a whole new life with Him.  
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What some folks tend to miss is that it's about more than a me-and-Jesus relationship.  It's about 

being baptized into Jesus' death and resurrection and being discipled within the community of 

God's people, the Church.  It's about hearing God's Word daily and dying to sin.  It's about the 

Holy Spirit nurturing our growth in the grace and knowledge of God. It's about returning with 

joy and gratitude each week to the house of God and being grateful to the One who comes to us 

in the Breaking of His Body, and the shedding of His blood.   

My brothers and sisters, WE are living members of the Body of Christ that knows no boundaries 

of time or space or ethnicity. The Samaritan got more than the other nine, because he was 

grateful for the mercy of the One who came to befriend sinners like you and me. This to me is 

the heart of the story, the awesome power that grace can have when one recognizes that he or she 

has been accepted, affirmed, loved. Today's Gospel doesn't call us merely to be known as 

grateful people, but to be befriended by the Lord so that we might be saved from sin, death, and 

evil.  All this Jesus does that we may, in Luther's words, “live under Him in His kingdom, and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. “  

But, sometimes life throws curve balls, and we become doubtful, and crushed by circumstances, 

and are not scored by the touchstone of grace. The Good News of the New Testament is that God 

loves each one of us, where we are.  

An example of this, is the story about Lutheran pastor Martin Rinkert who during the Thirty 

Years War was spared from death by sword or plague to be able to bury more than 4000 people, 

including his wife, and still at the end of the war, to compose one of our most beloved 

Thanksgiving hymns, “Now Thank We all our God.” Why is it that Rinkert saw the thread of 
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grace, allowed himself to be terribly scored by the touchstone, finally becoming the pure gold, 

the fuller human being that Christ’s love can create? 

When in your life were you most profoundly scored by grace, and came away knowing it was all 

pure gold? Thanksgiving is a time when we are pressed to find that place when God met us most 

profoundly with his grace and we came away thrilled to be alive, to be allowed to respond. In 

such golden moments, the touchstone leaves its mark on us. 

Ten lepers were healed; we only hear of the gratitude of the one, who turned back, praising God 

with a loud voice, fell to his knees at Jesus’ feet, and gave thanks. 

“Gratitude is not so much behaviour as it is grounding. Gratitude is not so much an act as an 

attitude, a frame of mind.  Gratitude emerges from a deep and holy place within us. To be able to 

express our gratitude contributes to our wholeness, deepens our life, and leads us to the Holy.” 

(Pastor Samuel Zumwalt) 

It doesn’t matter where the other nine are! They may have been healed, but they never saw the 

grace. You are here and grace is claiming you in countless ways. What and where is its impact in 

your life? What is grace calling you to become?  Amen 

 

 


