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Pentecost 12C – Luke 12: 32 – 40 

 When you hear the phrase “security blanket”, who do you think of?  If there is one person 

that comes to mind when you picture a blanket being carried around for comfort, who comes to 

mind?  I know that there are at least a few of you who thought of Linus from the Charlie Brown 

cartoons.  For those of you who are too young to know, Linus was a child on an old cartoon who 

always…..and I mean always, had his blanket with him.  He could be seen carrying it along in 

the dirt or wrapped around him in one way or another.  This was the item that gave Linus 

security and comfort in the world in which he lived.       

 I’m sure you know, or at least remember a child that had an item like this.  Perhaps it was 

a stuffed animal, a doll, or perhaps it was a favorite sweater or jacket.  For those of you who 

watch the Simpsons, Milhouse even has a stuffed animal that he calls “puppy goo goo.”  Many 

children, and even some adolescents or adults, have items that they have on them, or near them, 

that give them the same comfort and security that Linus received from his blanket.  These items, 

whatever they may be, give those people a little more assurance in a world that it often uncertain 

and frightening and it allows them to face that world with a little more confidence.   

 After an airplane landed, without landing gear, in a spray of sparks and flames a few of 

the passengers were interviewed by a local TV station.  One of those passengers said, “I always 

thought I was an atheist, but let me tell you, I was praying as hard as I could as we approached 

that runway.”  Brought face to face with the frailty of life, a person who never really thought 

about God or never had any belief suddenly found himself praying.  We would all like to have a 

sense of security in our lives wouldn’t we?  Especially because we are reminded almost every 

day that life is a fickle thing.  Tragic accidents, bad news from a lab report, the loss of a job and 

many more things like these serve to remind us that our world is uncertain.  We are reminded so 
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readily, so often, and so close to home of how fragile life really is.     

 When I think about security blankets…..when I think about security and comfort in an 

often frightening world, my mind often wanders to faith.  Can faith provide for us a type of 

courage and give us a solid foundation to stand on when the frightening nature of life comes at 

us?  As Christians, doesn’t faith in God provide for us that security and comfort?  The best 

answer I can give to these questions is, “it depends on how you view faith and God.”  

 There are many people out there who have tried to read the Bible and quit, or they have 

never read it at all because they are sure about what they will find in it.  And what many of these 

people will say is that the Bible is full of do’s and don’ts and if you don’t do the right things you 

will get punished.  Some of these people try to do all the right things and keep away from doing 

the wrong things, but they soon discover that it is pretty much an impossible way to live.  They 

end up living in fear because they realize they can’t fulfill all of God’s laws and they wonder 

what “faith” really is.  Today’s reading seems like this….. “sell your possessions, give alms, 

make purses for yourselves, be dressed for action and have your lamps lit, you must be ready.”  

With all of this focus on what we need to do, no wonder so many people need a security blanket! 

 For many people God is a judge who is always watching…..ready to catch us when we do 

something we aren’t supposed to do…..ready to punish us for our sin.  Even the one for whom 

our denomination is named looked at faith in this way.  Yes, even the courageous and bold 

Martin Luther lived in fear of a punishing, wrathful God at one time.  As a young monk Luther 

struggled against what he thought was an angry God.  At daily confession a monk was expected 

to cleanse himself of sin.  This was a very rigorous and demanding thing to do because you were 

also supposed to uncover your inner thoughts and emotions that caused the sin in the first place.  

Luther would try to cleanse himself of sin but would always forget something and would then 
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have to go back to cleanse himself of that sin.        

 Living in this way horrified him, so he yearned for peace, security and assurance.  Luther 

continued to study his Bible and one day he realized that he had been looking at God in the 

wrong way.  He used to gaze upon the image of Christ crucified and see only a sword of 

judgement.  But Luther noticed that in that same image he could at last see God’s pleasure to 

reach out in love to embrace a lost and fallen world.  The Lord who will one day return in 

judgement is the same Lord who first laid down his life in love for us on the cross.  It is truly 

God’s great delight and pleasure to love us, to care for us, and to grant us life eternal.   

 The first thing we hear in our gospel reading for today is this….. “do not be afraid little 

flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  This one verse changes 

everything…..it changes how we read the rest of the reading…..it changes the way we live our 

lives.  God doesn't just want to give us some things.  God doesn't just hope we do alright.  God 

isn't just sitting around waiting for us to earn God's favor or watching to make sure we're toeing 

the line.  God wants to give us the kingdom and all good things.  In fact, Jesus says it's "your 

Father's good pleasure", which means that God really, really wants to give us the kingdom and 

all good things.            

 And so, anchored by the promise that God wants to give us all good things, we can hear 

these commands and laws differently.  God wants us not to be stressed out and worried, to not be 

consumed by greed or love of those things that do not bring real happiness.  Instead, God wants 

us to have and enjoy and share the abundant life that comes from community and right 

relationship with God and each other.         

 So what is faith?  Faith is not living a perfect life, faith is not one particular doctrine or 

explanation…..faith is getting up and going when the world thinks you are too weak or feeble to 
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make a difference.  Faith is doing the right thing to help someone when others look away.  Faith 

is looking for strength…..and not from within…..not the “pull yourself up by your bootstraps” 

kind of courage.  Instead, faith knows that even in weakness…..even when we aren’t perfect, we 

trust in God’s strength…..God’s promises, and we carry on anyway.     

 As for being on the lookout for the coming kingdom, this once again is not a threat or a 

warning.  What Jesus means is that he doesn't want us to miss when God comes in ways that 

might surprise us…..in generosity instead of accumulation, in community instead of looking out 

for ourselves, in vulnerability and relationship rather than in power.   Jesus wants us to see God 

in the everyday happenings of our lives.  It's easy to miss the God who comes in love and grace 

when all we expect is law and punishment.         

 Because of God’s great love for us…..because it is his good pleasure to give us the 

kingdom, there is an amazing sense of security, knowing that God is there, God is close, and God 

is good.  We may experience tensions at home, at school or at work, a sickness that won’t go 

away, a burden that weighs us down day and night…..yet we know that we do not walk into the 

future alone, and we sense a glory in today and tomorrow.  We go through life with a built-in 

confidence, knowing that God delights to bless us with more than we could ever deserve.   

 This, my friends, is our security blanket.  This is what freed Martin Luther from living in 

torment…..this is what allowed him to see the grace of God.  We need to take this 

message…..this love…...this God, and wrap him around our shoulders.  And long after Linus’ 

blanket, or your favorite stuffed animal has been thrown away, there still will our amazing God 

be…..wrapped around you in love and compassion…..today and forevermore.  Thanks be to 

God.  Amen.   
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