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Pentecost 11C – Luke 12: 13-21 

 I’m not sure how many of you have ever watched America’s Got Talent on TV, but it is a 

show where people come before a live audience and a panel of judges to perform an act of some 

sort.  If they get approval from the panel of judges they progress to the next level.  I don’t watch 

the show very often, but I heard about one episode that I have watched on you tube more than 

once.  On this episode a man by the name of Kevin Skinner was on the show to sing a song by 

Garth Brooks called, “If Tomorrow Never Comes.”       

 When Kevin came on the stage one of the judges took one look at his baseball cap which 

was on his head backwards and his blue jeans and he shook his head.  Another judge heard his 

southern American accent and started laughing.  When they asked him what he did for a living 

he told them he used to catch chickens.  The judges, as well as the audience, laughed at this too.  

They couldn’t comprehend a person making a living being a chicken catcher.  You can see all of 

this on the you tube video.  Finally, expecting a train wreck of a performance one judge finally 

says, “okay, let’s just see the act.”  By the time Kevin Skinner finished singing the song, the 

judges and the audience had been won over.  In fact the audience gave him a standing ovation.   

 It wasn’t spoken out loud, but you could just feel the shame that the judges and the 

audience felt for their initial reactions to Kevin.  But that shame was quickly turned to support 

after they heard the song.  And I fully believe that it wasn’t just the way that Kevin sang and 

played his guitar that won the judges over.  I believe that the actual words of the song also hit 

them.  They had just been mocking Kevin with their assumptions and their stereotypes when they 

heard the words, “if tomorrow never comes.”  It made them realize in an instant what was really 

important in their lives.  For if you are a judge on a popular television show or a person who 

makes a living catching chickens, you can relate to the message that the song delivered…..do 
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you tell, and show, the people closest to you that you love them just in case tomorrow never 

comes?  The words of the song serve to remind us what is really important in 

life……relationships …..relationships with our loved ones, our neighbors and even our enemies.  

 The parable that Jesus taught in our gospel reading says the same thing.  This is a parable 

that tends to make people who have a lot of money or possessions a bit uneasy.  Many well-to-do 

people end up feeling guilty because of what they possess and they wonder if this parable is 

speaking only to them.  Well, I can tell you that it does not speak only to them.  This parable 

speaks to all of us here today and it has less to do with our bank account than we think it does.  

Jesus doesn’t warn against money, wealth, or material abundance…..he warns against greed, 

about the insatiable feeling of never having enough.  And the parable he tells illustrates this.  The 

farmer’s problem isn’t that he’s had a great harvest, or that he’s rich, or that he wants to plan for 

the future.  The farmer’s problem is that his good fortune has curved his vision so that everything 

he sees starts and ends with himself. It’s all about him.       

 Listen again to the conversation he has with, not a spouse or friend or parent or neighbor, 

but with himself: “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 

store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up 

for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’”  Do you see what I mean?  It is an absolutely 

egocentric conversation and he is curved in upon himself with not a care about the people around 

him.  This is why he is a fool.  He has fallen prey to the notion that life, especially the good life, 

consists of possessions, exactly the thing Jesus warns against.    

 The obvious question that comes up at this point is, “what does the good life consist of?”  

Read the rest of what Jesus says across the gospels and it becomes pretty clear….. 

relationships…..relationships with each other and with God.  And, as you will discover while 
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reading, these two can’t really be separated.  That is why Jesus tells stories like the parable of the 

Good Samaritan that invite us to think more broadly about who we imagine being our neighbor, 

and he teaches lessons about caring for the poor, loving our enemies, and doing good for those in 

need.  Not once does Jesus lift up the creation retirement account or securing a higher-paying job 

as part of seeking the kingdom of God…..which, by the way, doesn’t mean these things are bad.  

The farmer in the parable is not a bad man.  Money can do lots of wonderful things…..it can 

provide for you and your family, it can be given to others in need, it can be used to create jobs 

and promote the general welfare, and it can make possible a more comfortable life.  It just can’t 

produce the kind of full and abundant life that each of us seeks and that Jesus promises.  So it’s 

not about the money, it’s about our attitude towards the money.     

 This is a message that isn’t all that surprising is it?  You have all heard it before….. “love 

your neighbor as yourself.”  The more you have read the Bible, the more you have heard it.  But 

we need to keep hearing it…..over and over again because the world around us wants us to think 

otherwise.  The world of advertising wants us to be afraid of scarcity…..of not having enough.  

The world of advertising wants us to fill that fear with a purchase of their product so that we can 

feel more secure.  The world around us is most often in opposition with what Jesus teaches.  So 

we must, as often as we can, keep in our hearts and our consciousness’s what Jesus desires for 

us.              

 As most of you know I just came back from two weeks of holidays.  For the first week 

we spent time in a cabin in Duck Mountain Provincial Park…..a week of solitude and spending 

as much time as possible in the outdoors, hiking, canoeing, fishing and just taking in the beauty 

of God’s creation.  When I spent time in God’s creation in this way it always helps me to shed 

the hustle and bustle of life….it helps me to keep my life in balance…...it helps me to be 
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thankful for all of the good things in my life and to know that all that I have is not mine…..all 

that I have and all that we have has come from God.  This is why it is foolish to be curved in 

upon ourselves and forget the one to whom all things belong.       

 The farmer in the parable was blessed with good crops, but he never saw the source of 

those blessings.  That failed vision kept his life out of balance as he neglected to notice the others 

who were also responsible for his success.  Did he see any connection to neighbors who 

purchased his produce?  Did he perceive any partnership with the farm laborers who were 

faithful to their tasks?  Was he aware of relationships at home that provided love and support?  

Finally, as he surveyed his vast farmland, did he delight in the handiwork of God in water, soil 

and seed?  Yes, this farmer in the parable was blessed with riches, but he never realized the 

poverty of his soul.            

 The Garth Brooks song, “If Tomorrow Never Comes”, and also the scriptures, asks us to 

sort out what is really important from what is not…..what deserves our time, our energy and our 

love.  As one philosopher puts it, “life is not addition, it’s actually more like multiplication…..for 

if you multiply one hundred expensive things times the zero inside you, you still end up with 

zero.”  Browse the internet, listen to the radio or watch TV for any amount of time and the 

message is, “buy our product and you will at last have all you need…..well, at least until 

tomorrow.”  But what if tomorrow never comes?  None of us are guaranteed tomorrow, and that 

knowledge should have an impact on what we do today.        

 So to be rich toward God, our time, our energy and our love needs to go outwards…..to 

help others, to develop our relationships with one another, to strengthen our prayer life and our 

connection to God, to find ways to serve the cause of Christ in gratitude for his sacrifice for us.  

Even your very life is not yours…..you are a gift from God to the world…..and if you don’t 
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unwrap the gift that is you, you end up living just like the farmer…..curved in upon yourself and 

you deny who God created you to be.  I believe these are the things that Jesus had in mind long 

ago when he told a story about a farmer whose crops were abundant but whose soul was barren.   

 So then, what do we do?  How can we live our lives so that we can be rich toward God?  

I believe that the first thing we can do is to be aware of things that we do every day.  The joy of a 

good conversation, the sense of purpose that comes from helping another, the warmth of a loving 

relationship, the feeling of community from gathering with friends or family, the awareness of 

how many ways we are blessed each and every day…..these things are powerfully available to 

us, but an entire media universe pushes us to tune into what is negative or missing rather than 

what is positive and right in front of us.  Take some time each and every day to be thankful in 

prayer.  Perhaps get together with family, friends or a small group and talk about what you are 

thankful for.  There is much goodness in your life…..right here and right now.  Focus on that 

goodness and don’t fall for the foolish lies of the world.       

 This is what Jesus wants for you and I…..this is what he taught us…..this is what he 

demonstrated for us…..this is why we were created…..to be turned outwards so that we can 

notice others and be there for them.  And so this morning I leave you with a question…..what 

will you do today if tomorrow never comes?  Amen.   

 

 

  

  


