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Have you ever wondered why some of our prayers go unanswered?  Me too! Yet didn’t we just 

hear Jesus telling us that if we ask, seek, and knock, we will receive an answer? What is Jesus 

getting at here? Well to find out we must understand first what prayer is, keeping in mind that 

prayer is one of the most misunderstood disciplines of our faith.   

For some, prayer is understood as a sort of magic, if they say the right words, or have the proper 

technique, they can persuade God to answer their prayer. Prayer doesn’t work like a genie!   

Prayer is not exactly like a drive thru-where you place your order and you get exactly what you 

ask for. Sure, both have communication as a key piece, but prayer is intimate communication 

with the God of the universe. But yet, it is as natural as speaking to a friend.  Prayer is also about 

being quiet and listening to God, and being transformed by what He is saying to us.     Listening 

is just as important as speaking all our needs, wants, worries, hopes, and dreams.  Because we 

are not just asking God for something, we are also asking for His Holy Spirit wisdom as well.  

And we receive wisdom by listening.   

Ultimately, prayer is a vital part of our Christian lives, just as it was when Jesus was on earth.  

We read about Jesus praying constantly and consistently at every turn in His life.  The disciples 

took notice of Jesus praying all the time, and the powerful impact this had on him.  They longed 

to have what our Lord had.  Therefore, they said “Lord, teach us to pray!”  We want that same 

energy and vitality in our lives.   What follows is a profound lesson on prayer.  Jesus responds 

with when you pray, here is how to do it…The Lord’s Prayer.  So simple, and yet profound; a 

basic outline of the kinds of concerns that make up the foundation of authentic prayer, sort of 

like a piano teacher giving a set of scales to a student and saying “if you will learn and practice 

these, it will increase your capacity to become a musician.”   

Making the Lord’s prayer your own, is one of the best ways to deepen one’s capacity for prayer.  
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But, keep in mind; the Lord’s Prayer is really not about correct phrasing.  It is not a lesson in 

how to persuade God to grant our wishes.  It is a lesson in authenticity and consistency.  Jesus is 

telling us that effective prayer is consistent prayer—a continual connection to God.  And if you 

notice, he says that effective prayer is not about what we can get from God, but what we receive 

from God.  BIG DIFFERENCE!  In other words, what we want from God and what we receive 

from him are sometimes two very different things.   

Which brings us back to the opening question why does God not answer our prayers? Maybe 

God has answered and we just don’t see it.  Someone once said that God answers prayer in one 

of four ways…Yes, No, wait, and are you kidding?   What Jesus is reminding us today is that 

God always answers prayer, in His time, and He always has our best interest at heart, we just 

need to trust and wait upon Him.  

A man was taking it easy, lying on the grass and looking up at the clouds. He was identifying 

shapes when he decided to talk to God. "God", he said, "how long is a million years” God 

answered, "In my frame of reference, it's about a minute." The man asked, "God, how much is a 

million dollars?” God answered, "To Me, it's a penny.” The man then asked, "God, can I have a 

penny?" God said, "In a minute."   

 

How do we really understand that Sacred Mystery to whom our prayerful words are addressed?  

To get at that dimension, Jesus invites His disciples to use their imagination.  He says “Think of 

yourself asleep one night and there’s a knock on your door and you find a friend or relative who 

is on a journey asking to spend the night.”  In that part of the world, the heat is so great that 

people would not begin a journey until late in the afternoon, often continuing well into the night.  

And in those days there were so few Inns that the only way travelers would have a place to sleep 

was to go to someone they knew and ask for hospitality.   So Jesus says, you suddenly find 

yourself with an unexpected guest and rather than send this person to bed hungry, you go to your 

cupboard; and lo and behold, you discover you’ve used up all the food that you have.  So, instead 
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of denying hospitality, you run quickly and knock on your neighbour’s door and ask for food.   

And the response would likely be negative.  At that time and in that culture, a typical house was 

little more than a one-room enclosure.  All slept on mats on the floor, such that it would be next 

to impossible to get up, stumble around in the dark and rummage through the pantry without 

rousing the whole house.  So the sleepy voice from inside says “are you nuts? Go away! I can’t 

get up and give you anything; can’t you see the door is barred for the night?  If I get up, I’ll wake 

everyone!  I simply cannot answer your request.  Jesus says that even though this neighbour is 

very negative in his initial response, if you continue to knock and continue to plead your case, 

finally -he will get up and find you something, not because he wants to help you but because of 

your sheer persistence; “please take it! Just leave me alone!! Anything to restore some peace in 

my house!” 

Maybe this story raises questions about what Jesus was really suggesting as the crux of prayer.  

Is persistence the key?  Is Jesus suggesting that God really is indifferent and that we have to wear 

Him down until He finally gives in?  Thankfully, this image of an indifferent, reluctant 

neighbour is not the true image of God that Jesus came to embody, but lies in what follows-the 

true image that ought to shape our understanding of God; that is, one of a caring, loving 

parent, who when a child asks for something honestly and earnestly, the response is not 

indifference or reluctance but the spirit of one who cares deeply for the welfare of the child and 

gives not simply what the child may want but gives that which is the absolute best for the child.   

Jesus says that if your child/grandchild/greatgrandchild asks you for a fish will you give him a 

snake? Exactly! And then Jesus concludes this teaching on the true nature of God by saying”if 

you who are evil know how to give good things to your children, how much more will your 

heavenly Father give you the Holy Spirit in response to your requests?” 
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But notice what Jesus does not say. He does not say, “How much more will the heavenly Father 

give you what you want when you ask for it?”  He says that those who ask will be given the Holy 

Spirit.  This means that when we pray, God gives us what we need to be strengthened and to 

grow.  There is a wonderful old phrase that gets to the root of what I am saying.  “Prayer does 

not give us what we want, but prayer helps us want what we need.”  It has nothing to do with 

trying to persuade God.  It is a spiritual discipline through which we are formed into Disciples of 

Christ.  This is what I believe Jesus is driving at in our Gospel.   When we ask long enough, seek 

hard enough, and pray consistently enough, something happens inside us.  The discipline of 

prayer begins to awaken us to the Holy Spirit, and our motives and desires begin to change, and 

we start to be formed by the will of God.  And as we move closer to our heavenly Father in 

prayer, we find that we do not always get what we want from God, we get something far better-

we get what we need-what God lovingly sees we need.  And by saying God will give the Holy 

Spirit in response to our requests, Jesus is really saying that the wisdom and goodness of God is 

going to shape that which we receive in answer to our prayers.  We begin to desire what He 

desires, so that what we ask for, knock for, and seek after becomes what God so desperately 

wants to give us.  Then the truth of Jesus’ words comes to life so that what we pray for we truly 

receive.  The whole point of this story is to invite us to trust.  Are you still wondering about your 

unanswered prayers? God has an answer for you.  But whatever your request, know that His 

answer will always involve your heart being changed by His love.  I invite you as you pray every 

day to trust the goodness of Him who hears your prayers.  Amen  


