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Pentecost 6C – Luke 9: 51-62 

 Do you know anybody like Larry?  Larry had a daughter in high school who was good at 

soccer.  Larry was interested in coaching her high school team that year because he wanted to 

spend more with her…..and also because they had a good team and they had a good chance of 

winning the provincials that year.  Larry used to play soccer when he was in high school and 

thought he knew enough about the game to help the team win.  Larry talked to the high school 

phys. Ed. Teacher about volunteering as a coach and was told that he could join the team as one 

of the assistant coaches.  He started the year helping out, but soon realized that his opinions and 

his ideas about how the team should play were not being utilized.  It wasn’t his team; it was the 

head coaches’ team.  Sadly, Larry quit in anger and frustration after only three weeks.  He wasn’t 

in control.             

 Do you know anyone like Debbie?  Debbie and her husband had recently moved to their 

new house in their new city and life was good.  She was going to start as a school teacher in the 

fall and she was looking at joining the local gardening club.  She made a couple of phone calls 

and it was done.  Debbie went to her first gardening club meeting and she took all of her ideas 

and previous gardening experience with her.  They were planning their summer schedule and 

activity list when Debbie, after introducing herself, brought forward some ideas that she thought 

would help.  The other members of the gardening club listened to her ideas but told Debbie that 

there wasn’t enough funds in the bank account to make them a reality.  Debbie had some ideas 

about fundraising but was told that her community didn’t support gardening fund raisers very 

well.  After only one month with the gardening club, Debbie left in frustration.  She wasn’t in 

control.             

 Do you know anyone like Marty?  Marty was thirty five years old and for the first time in 
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his life he was excited about church.  Marty had just started going to the church down his street 

and he thought he finally had what he needed to quit his drug addiction.  He was told by a 

member that if Marty accepted Jesus into his heart his life would never be the same again.  He 

would have the strength to walk the straight road of faith with his Lord and he would finally be 

free from addiction.  Marty enjoyed the first church service and he walked home to his apartment 

feeling rejuvenated and strengthened.  That was, until later that evening he gave in and went to 

see his neighborhood drug dealer.  After four more church services and four more visits to his 

drug dealer Marty left the church feeling lower than he ever had in his life.  He was not in 

control.            

 Somewhere along the way, and I’m not sure when it all started, we got this idea put in our 

heads that following Jesus would bring nothing but positives in our lives.  Many people have this 

idea that if we follow Jesus we will finally have control over our lives.  Speaking of following 

Jesus, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  And what does Jesus say?  

“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 

head.”  To another person he said, “follow me.”  The person responded, “Lord, first let me go 

and bury my father.”  But Jesus replies, “let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.”  To another would be follower he said, “no one who puts a hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”      

 When you heard me read what Jesus said, did you feel a little, or maybe a lot, uneasy?  It 

sounds like Jesus is saying, “in order to be my disciple, you should have no place to lay your 

head.  In order to really follow me you can’t worry about burying your loved ones.  To really 

follow me you cannot look back even once.”  This is what it sounds like, but is this really what 

Jesus is saying?  Once again Jesus speaks in symbols and in exaggerations in order to get his 
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point across.  What he is saying here is that we shouldn’t wallow in our past sins…..we shouldn’t 

let anything in the past define how we live as disciples.  Yes, at times we need to mourn and 

grieve, and we will carry those scars with us for the rest of our lives, but not to the point where 

we can’t see the future.  When we are open to the future we allow ourselves to be disciples.   

 A good question to ask ourselves once in a while is, “do I shape my plans in life…..do I 

shape my faith to fit my life…..or, does the grace, mercy and love of God shown in Jesus trump 

my plans and shape my life?  Do I let God’s plans for me alter the plans I have made?  In other 

words….who is in control?           

 Many people, like our friend Marty, know that God is in control, but just not in the way 

that they would like.  This is what it means to try to fit our faith into our lives.  If we can’t fit 

God into the control of our lives, we give him up and we end up turning our backs on him.  

Marty wanted a quick fix to his addiction problem and didn’t get it.  His raised hopes were 

crashed upon the rocks of despair when he saw that after church he still had the urge to use 

drugs.  God loves us enough to give us freedom to choose…..freedom to choose to love or to 

hate, freedom to worship him or to turn our backs, freedom to seek control or to give it up to 

him.             

 Perhaps the gospel for today is to realize that we are not in control…...perhaps even that 

God is not in control the way we would want.  Perhaps the gospel for today is that God chooses 

to join us in our out of control lives and in our brokenness.  This is where God holds onto us and 

walks with us through our struggles so that we can once again look ahead to the future as his 

disciples.  Maybe this good news doesn’t sound much like good news to you this morning.  Well, 

it is good news if you are fighting for your life with some medical condition…..it is good news if 

you are mourning the loss of a loved one…..it is good news if you had your home and most of your 

possessions burned in a fire…..it is good news if you are battling an addiction…..it is good news if you 
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are spending day after day in jail.  To say, “God has abandoned me because I am still struggling” is to not 

get it just as Jesus’ disciples didn’t.  God chooses to join us in all of our struggles and this is most 

definitely good news.          

 Martin Luther once said, and this is posted on my office door, “the law is for the proud, the 

gospel for the broken hearted.”  To follow the law with all of its rules and regulations is to attempt to be 

in control.  It is taking matters into your own hands.  It is to take your hands off the plow and look back 

on your own accomplishments.  It is to say, “I have done this and I have done that and I have done well.”  

It is to be focused on yourself and it is to not see those in need around you.  And this feels good because 

we are in control and life makes sense, until the time comes for life to be difficult.  When life becomes 

tough, crushing guilt crashes in upon our shores.  This is when we realize to our horror that we were not 

in control the way we thought we were.           

 And actually, this is a good thing, because God wants us to see our own weaknesses.  He greatly 

desires us to see our own weakness so that we can see his strength.  “My grace is sufficient for you and 

my strength is made perfect in weakness” he says.  You will never clearly see his strength until you first 

see your own weakness and your own brokenness.  And when you do, you will look to God and you will 

see him in the midst of your brokenness…..you will lean on his strength as you struggle and you will give 

thanks to him when you are delivered from it.  You will then be able to leave the past in the past and look 

ahead to a future full of possibilities as Christ’s disciples.       

 Yes, the gospel is for the broken hearted.  Each of here today knows this feeling.  Each of us here 

today has experienced this first hand.  You and I are not in control…..God is not in control the way we try 

to make him be, but yet, God is in control.  Remember this…..give thanks and praise to God for 

this…..with your past mistakes forgiven, and being set free, keep your hands on the plow and look ahead 

to a future full of possibilities…..look ahead and see the hand of Christ beckoning to you and hear his 

voice clearly and lovingly saying, “come follow me.”  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

 


