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May the Words of my mouth…… 

Have you ever given serious thought as to what is in a name?  What about your own 

name?  Are you named after a loved one who has passed on; or were you named after a 

Soap opera character; or we a famous person of history?  Or what other reasons can you 

think of?  No matter the name,  the naming of a child is a big deal! So big that every year, 

they send out the top 100 most popular names for girls and boys.  Naming a child is so 

sacred that in some Christian traditions, the name of the newborn is not announced until 

the Pastor/Priests asks the Godparents, at the beginning of the baptismal service, to 

“name this child.”   

And as you get older, perhaps other names get tagged onto you.  Nicknames, come to 

mind.  Some of are good, and some not so good. For example teabags; diesel; smiley; 

pole (cb radio); popcorn danny, jimmyjack, just to name a few.  We may think the 

purpose of nicknames is they describe your uniqueness.  But they also help if you have 

many folks in your community, and school, with the same first and last name. On the 

Island there are many people with the last name of either Gallant, or Arsenault.  In 

school, I had two friends with the same first, middle, and last name- John Gary Gallant.  

But, both oh so very different from one another.  One was a studious student; minded his 

own business while the other always was getting into trouble. So you can well imagine 

who was always summoned to the principals office?  But of course, they would have to 

use John’s nickname to differentiate betwixt the both of them.  

Well, when our Lord walked the earth, the act of naming was very important too.  In the 

Jewish tradition, people were named after either their living or deceased relatives.  This 

was done to honour the family, by keeping the memory of them alive.  This is why when 
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Zacharias named his son John, everyone was baffled because there were no John’s in his 

family.  The honouring of names is not just limited to people, it is also important with 

places.  Take Jerusalem (meaning the holy City) or Bethlehem, meaning “House of 

Bread” and what about the location where we find our Lord today- “Gerasenes” meaning 

“Those who come from pilgrimage or fight.”   And there are places around here that are 

named because of a unique characteristic they possess. 

So when Jesus asked the man, “What is your name?” The man says “Legion.” (which 

means a group of demons). The man’s answer truly breaks my heart because this is a 

name, by which he has defined himself-possesed by many demons.  Of course this is not 

his real name.  It is a name brought upon him by his deficits, by his ailment, by his pain, 

by his struggles and captivity.  All seems lost for this soul so full of hopelessness.  But 

through Baptism, we can turn this hopeless situation into a hopefilled, new name new life 

situation through Christ. 

Through Christ, who lovingly crosses the stormy sea to find this man so chained to evil.  

But have you ever thought of the lengths Jesus went to even encounter this man?  First, 

Jesus leaves the comfortable, predominantly Jewish area of Galiee and crosses the sea to 

the land of the Gerasenes. This is Gentile territory, not your typical place to find a Jewish 

rabbi.  For being around the Gentiles defiles a Jew. 

Once on land, he is encountered – many would say “accosted” (Confronted) – by a man 

possessed by an unclean spirit. That’s an interesting designation, reminding us that there 

are a variety of spirits, some life giving, some not. This one is not. And, in Jewish 

custom, he is therefore, not only dangerous to himself and others, but religiously unclean. 

Moreover, this young man no longer abides among the living in the local town but rather 
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dwells in darkness, living among the dead in the tombs. Tombs, we should note, are 

another place considered ritually unclean. All of which means that Jesus, the Jewish 

traveling rabbi proclaiming the coming kingdom of God, goes to an unclean land-Gentile 

land- to meet a man possessed by an unclean spirit living in an unclean place.  In short, 

the very last place Jesus should be.  It is the very last place we would expect the Son of 

God to be. 

Which, when you think about it, is where God usually shows up full of mercy and full of 

grace. At our moments of profound doubt, grief, loss, and defeat. And – and this is the 

one that often surprises us, captivates us – among those who may to this point have little 

interest in, let alone relationship with, God. 

Note that after this encounter, Jesus sails back home again. Which may mean that the 

whole trek across a stormy sea and turbulent run in with townspeople distraught by their 

loss of livestock and frightened by the power of this rabbi was all in order to meet this 

unclean man possessed by an unclean spirit living in an unclean and forsaken 

environment. 

All of which suggests to us that there is absolutely nowhere God is not willing to go to 

reach and free and sustain and heal those who are broken and despairing. 

There is no place on earth that is God-forsaken. Moreover, and more importantly, there is 

no person that is God-forsaken. Unclean. Outcast. Abandoned. Unpopular. Incarcerated. 

Unbeliever. No one is left out.  All are given the opportunity to live their lives in the 

present grace, and mercy, of God; and through the waters of baptism become part of His 

family, the body of Christ, with a new name and a new identity-child of God.  Our loving 

heavenly Father will go the distance to bring even one back to the fold.  This shows us 
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how deep the Father’s Love is for us, and for this Gentile man.   

And even though there is no indication that this Gentile man later became Jewish or, for 

that matter, Christian. He wants to follow Jesus, but Jesus sends him back home with the 

instructions, “Go and tell what God has done for you.” 

To put all this another way: There are no conditions to be met to receive God’s love. You 

don’t have to be wealthy…or poor. You don’t have to be from one ethnic group…or 

another.  Jesus seeks out everyone, even this unclean man possessed by an unclean spirit 

living in an unclean place. God loves everyone, yes this is true! But we need to be 

mindful that God’s love doesn’t always mean that He agrees with everything we do, and 

the same should apply to us, as we are called our neighbours; but love does not mean we 

have to agree with their lifestyle, and especially with the choice that, at some point, this 

man chose to invite the demons into his life.  Jesus never loved Him less, he still crossed 

the sea to seek the man out to heal him from the bad choices he made. 

Hold onto this example, because it seems that there are two huge lies that have made their 

way into the media, and  tragically these lies are creeping into the Church… Rick Warren 

says it best. 

“The first is that if you disagree with someone’s lifestyle, you must fear or hate them. 

The second is that to love someone means you agree with everything they believe or do. 

Both of which are nonsense. You don’t have to compromise convictions to be 

compassionate.  

My prayer this week is that we may have the courage to love one another with God’s 

True Love, that we may have the strength to live out Gospel Convictions even when we 

are the only ones standing, Like John the Baptist, and that we may boldly continue 
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proclaiming His Name, and His message of Truth, Mercy, Justice, and Peace in the places 

where the light of the Gospel has grown dim.  Even within the church!   (What’s in a 

name)  

 


