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May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be Holy acceptable 
in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen 
 
In our world full of acronyms, not a day goes by and someone is texting a 

friend/family member with acronyms like “LOL” “ASAP” “OTFL” or even “TTFN”.  

Well, because it is mother’s day, I thought I would add another one to your list, one 

that you may or may not of heard before…”TANSTAAFL”-There ain’t no such thing 

as a free lunch.  In other words, if something appears to be free, be careful before 

proceeding.  Like if a friend or family member buys you dinner (today is an 

exception) stay vigilant as she is probably going to use the occasion to ask you to do 

something for her.  Or have you ever been blessed to answer the phone with the 

sound of a ship’s horn blowing in your ear with a “you’ve won a free cruise”?  

Sounds a bit too good to be true doesn’t it?  Well, the reality is, if it sounds too good 

to be true, than it probably is.  

Even when it comes to our faith, some people assume that there’s also no such thing 

as a free lunch.  So they feel compelled to join Paul’s flustered Philippian jailer in 

asking “what must I DO to be saved?”  What must I DO to earn this reward?  For in 

spite of everything, nothing so precious as salvation can possibly be free…Can it?  

Salvation as an absolute 100% free gift sounds too good to be true.  What’s the 

catch?  Well, there is no catch, for it is true!  Jesus is given completely for you 

(Communion) Salvation through Him is given to you!  There are no string attached, 

there is no fine print, there is no catch. 

Sadly though, some still think it is too good to be true.  So much so, that they 

continue preaching works righteousness-a concept of working your way into 

heaven.   Like for example…”pray everyday, don’t drink, don’t smoke, and don’t 
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swear.  Go to church every Sunday, and put loads of money in the plate.   This will 

lead you to heaven.”  It may sound obvious right now, but Works Righteousness is 

an easy heresy to fall in to.  Even mainline churches with a more biblical view of 

grace sometimes get caught sending the message that we indeed MUST do certain 

things to earn our salvation. 

Yet, we profess that when it comes to the greatest gift in the universe, THERE IS 

SUCH a thing as a free lunch, and we do not have to do anything, nothing, to receive 

it, for we are justified by Faith through the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  For God our Heavenly Father in Christ has done everything to grant us 

salvation.  It did not cost us anything, but it cost God the life and death of His only 

Son Jesus. “The heavy lifting is accomplished by Another.” 

It’s important to keep in mind that God’s Salvation by Grace was hardly a doorway 

to a boring life for the early Christians in Acts.  Today, Paul and his companions are 

on their “way to the place of prayer,” something they did every day when they were 

in Philippi. 

However, a slave girl who has a lucrative knack for predicting the future interrupts 

their trip.  People own her because she makes lots of money for them by forecasting 

what will happen to their clients.  We would call them psychics today.  This slave girl 

was quite the “golden goose” for her masters.  Yet while we’re not sure the slave girl 

could actually tell the future, her spirit clearly revealed to her some things other 

people didn’t yet realize about the Most High God, and the way to salvation.  And she 

made no bones about sharing her wisdom either! 
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Paul eventually is tired of her enslavement that he casts the evil spirit right out of 

the slave girl.  This was a great relief for the girl, but not so much for her masters.   

They react by taking Paul and Silas to court; accusing them of disturbing the peace-

of canning their business.  For their punishment, they are beaten and sent to prison.  

In an unexpected turn of events, the liberators have become the prisoners.  But 

instead of complaining about their plight, they turn their jail time into a time of 

worship.  And all of a sudden there was an earthquake that was so powerful it shook 

their shackles loose.  By the time the warden reaches the cells, he worries his 

prisoners have disappeared.  The punishment for such negligence of duty is death.  

So the jailer decides to take things in his own hands, but Paul interrupts this suicidal 

jailer.  “Don’t harm yourself, we’re all still here just singing.”  You see Paul and Silas 

were never really the prisoners in Philippi.  They’re free men, in Christ. 

And while it seems like an odd way to launch an investigation into a jailbreak, the 

jailer immediately asks them  “what must I do to be saved?”  Apparently, this event 

has opened his eyes to recognize that he is the one who has been enslaved.   

The apostles answer of course by saying, “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ…” So what 

must I do to be saved?  You have to do NOTHING!  Just trust and believe that Jesus 

has already done it all for you.   

But why is this so difficult to comprehend?  Is it because it sounds too good to be 

true?  Are we still looking for the fine print, the catch?  Or has sin caused us to doubt 

by clouding our vision, and placing doubts in our minds causing us to forget the 

sheer impact of what Jesus did for us, so powerful that when God looks at us now, 

He sees only Christ and His righteousness.  God Graciously looks right past the dark 
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things you and I see in our own lives that make us doubt that He could ever love us.  

Of course, God sees and knows everything, and He sees our sin.  However, we 

profess that He graciously treats us as if He doesn’t see them.  And when we turn 

from Him to our sinful ways, He keeps lovingly calling and redirecting us back. 

So the question remains…what must our friends, family, coworkers, neighbours DO 

to be saved?  Not a thing!  But God does indeed invite us to do certain things in 

thankful response to His great gift of salvation. (cross) We see an example of this in 

the interaction between the apostles and their former jailer.  Midnight washing fills 

this redeemed house.  The jailer responds to Christ’s finished work of salvation by 

tenderly washing the wounds his cronies had earlier inflicted on Paul and Silas.  

Then the apostles turn right around and gently bathe him and his family in God’s 

healing baptismal waters.   

God’s grace in action!  And grace is a powerful thing!  In his book “Wishful Thinking” 

Frederick Buechner winsomely writes, “After centuries of handling and mishandling 

most religious words have become so shopworn nobody’s much interested any 

more.  Not so with grace, for some reason.  Mysteriously, even derivatives like 

gracious and graceful still have some “umf” left. 

Ultimately, grace is something you can never get but only be given.  There’s no way 

to earn it or deserve it or bring it about.   And believing this brings the peace of God 

that passeth all understanding. (CMS) 

The grace of God means something like this: Here is your life.  You might never have 

been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.  Here 

is the world.  Beautiful and terrible things will happen.  Don’t be afraid.  I am with 
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you.  Nothing can ever separate us.  It’s for you I created the universe, I love you, you 

are mine.   

And there is only one catch…like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours, can be 

mine if only we’ll reach out and take it.  Reach out like we do when we receive the 

Body of Christ given for us.    Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too? 

 

Alleluia Amen. 

 


