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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Today 1:30 Youth Skating & MNO Worship 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 7:00 Church Council meeting 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 10:00 Quilting 
 7:00 Pioneer Girls, Scouts 
Thursday 6:00 CLAY Parent Fund-raising meeting 
 7:00 Youth Games Night 
Saturday 7:00 am Lutheran Men in Mission @ 
 Smitty’s 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Traditional 
 Communion; Sunday School; Adult 
 Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with    
 Traditional Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Thursday, Jan. 11, CLAY Parent fund-raising  
meeting, 6:00 pm 

• Thursday, Jan. 18, Church Community supper, 
5:30 pm 

• Wednesday, Jan. 24, Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity Service, La Broquerie, 7:00 pm 

 

 

THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: 
 December 31, 10:00 - 141  
 

OFFERING: December 31 - $54,312.05 
  (includes December 2017 direct deposit) 

 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

 

Sunday, January 7, 2018Sunday, January 7, 2018Sunday, January 7, 2018Sunday, January 7, 2018    

Welcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship Service 

 

KEEP IT REAL!BRING IT HOME! 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

In 
 Holy Baptism the triune God delivers us from the 
forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives 

us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us 
members of the body of Christ, the church. 
 

The Christian community at worship celebrates God’s 
gift of baptism in a number of ways. The sacrament  
itself normally takes place in the midst of the worshiping 
assembly as a sign that in baptism we are made one 
with Christ and with the whole people of God. On behalf 
of the whole church, we promise support to new sisters 
and brothers, confess the faith with them, and welcome 
them into the body of Christ. Water connected to the 
Word - God’s saving promise in Jesus Christ - is at the 
center of the baptismal celebration. 
 

Although a person is baptized once, the gift of baptism 
continues throughout a Christian’s life. Instruction in the 
faith for a life of discipleship is part of the preparation of 
those who are to be baptized or their parents and  
sponsors. The ongoing nurture of that faith is part of the 
congregation’s ministries of formation, education,     
service, and evangelical witness. 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that the wise 

men actually arrived later on? 

It may be one of the most 

overlooked part of the Christ-

mas story. Many mangers that 

adorn our houses, public 

places, and even churches include three wise men but in 

fact, Holy Scripture does not mention the appearance of 

the wise men until later on. It’s a common misconception, 

and who can blame a person, when there are Christmas 

carols that sing of the wise men at the manger. 
 

One carol that comes to mind is “Little Drummer Boy.” 

The first stanza writes: “Come they told me, pa rum pum 

pum pum, a newborn King to see, pa rum pum pum pum, 

our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum, to lay  

before the King, pa rum pum pum pum,”  indicating that 

the wise men were indeed at the manger to see the 

“newborn King.” 
 

What does Holy Scripture say about this? Matthew 2:1-12 

tells us that indeed there were wise men who came by 

following the star which led them to the house where 

the  “young child” was, indicating that by the time the 

wise men arrived, Mary and Joseph had found a house in 

which to dwell. We do not exactly know how old Jesus 

was when the wise men arrived, but we know that he had 

to be younger than two. This is indicated by Herod’s evil 

acts of putting to death all male children in Bethlehem 

two years and under. (Matthew 2:16) We also do not 

know how many wise men came to see the young 

child. Our western tradition believes there were only 

three, based upon the amount of gifts that were pre-

sented. Tradition names them as Melchior, Caspar, and 

Balthazar, each one holding a special gift: Gold - symbol of 

Christ as King of ages; Frankincense - symbol of Christ as 

High Priest, and God of all; and myrrh which symbolizes 

Christ the immortal One who will be three days dead.  
 

Just some food for thought, as today we celebrate    

Epiphany, the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.   

MNO SYNOD NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE SEARCH 

The 2016 MNO Synod Nominating Committee is 
searching for individuals who wish to serve in the 
synod in the following areas: MNO Synod Council; 
MNO Synod Council Program Committees: Candi-
dacy Committee, Committee for Canadian Mission 
and Global Companion Mission, Committee for Youth 
Ministry, Rostered Member on Lutheran Theological 
Seminary Board of Governors. If you or someone you 
know is willing to serve in any of these areas, please 
go to www.mnosynod.org for further details. Deadline 
to submit entries is Feb. 1, 2018. 
 

CALLING ALL QUILTERS 
Quilting season starts next Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
10:00 am. Quilters  meet every Wednesday morning 
throughout the winter. Come, and enjoy a wonderful 
day of friendship. 
 

DEVOTION BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED 
Eternity for Today devotion books for January-March 
2018 have arrived. Copies are available at both en-
trances and at the information center in the narthex. 

Week of Prayer   

for Christian Unity Service 

Wednesday, January 24, 7:00 pm 

St. Joachim Roman Catholic Church 

La Broquerie 



its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

L.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
 

Hymn of the Day: 

 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” - # 310 
Holy Baptism - p. 227 
Sunday School Presentation 
↑ Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Thee We Adore, O Savior” (sung to tune of #800) - # 476 
 “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” - # 777 
 “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” - # 755 
 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” - # 772 
 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” - # 774 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 

Sending Song: “Jesus Shall Reign” - # 434 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS  
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 
HOLY BAPTISM 

Received into the Family of the Lord our God 
through Holy Baptism at the 9:25 am service    
today is Madden Mercedes Rose Pidsadny, 
daughter of Alexander and Chloe (Gula)           

Pidsadny. Godparents are Tatijana Pidsadny and Darby 
Gula. “Jesus said: ‘Let the little children come to me and 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the king-
dom of heaven belongs’.” Matthew 19:14. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY INSTALLATION 
Next Sunday, January 14 will be a time of special celebra-
tion as we welcome Jacob Tamlin to St. Paul’s for our 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry. Jacob will be officially       
installed at the 9:25 am service. Following the service, 
cake and coffee will be served in the Education Wing 
when we will have a chance to meet Jacob and his wife 
Mia. We look forward to their presence here and pray for 
God’s blessing on Jacob as he begins the important task 
of working with our youth and young adults. Welcome to 
St. Paul’s. 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Bob 
Angell, Jac Doerksen, Kathy Doerksen, Mary 
Ann Harder, Katarina Grienke, Chris Funk, Laura 
Heckert, Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Marlene 

Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Emma Kuehn, Henrietta 
Reimer, Helmuth Renz, Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and 
Elsie Schilke. 
 

Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (David) 
Falk, Della Schmitke, Irene Sobering and Gladys Sober-
ing; and at Grunthal Menno Home, Janet Harder. 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY 
Our sympathy is extended to the family, relatives and 
friends of Marianne Begalke, age 80, who passed away 
Dec. 29 at Bethesda Hospital. Her funeral service took 
place here on Saturday, with Rev. Melissa Frankland offi-
ciating. The flowers on the altar today have been placed 
by the family as a special tribute to their precious mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother, who will be deeply 
missed. “Till we meet again.” 
 

Sympathy also to the family, relatives and friends of 
Louise (Jake) Falk, age 89, who passed away January 3 
at Bethesda Place. The funeral for Louise will take place 
here tomorrow, Monday, Jan. 8, 2:00 pm, with Rev. 
Melissa officiating. May God embrace you with His com-
fort and sustain you by His grace. 
 

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE 
Remembering what is cherished forever, memorial gifts 
have been received in memory of: 
* Emanuel Fender, who passed away Jan. 19, 2006, and 
Ida Fender, who passed away Jan. 2, 2007, from their 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
* Gordon Topnik, precious husband, father and grandfa-
ther, who passed away July 1, 2017, from Ruth Topnik 
and family. 
* Rose Rempel, who passed away Dec. 27, 2017, from 
Barry and Deb Rempel and Family, Naz and Lorna Khan, 
Ken and Jean Romaniuk, Don and Dianne Woroniuk, 
Wayne and Marilyn McLeod, and Pat Zborowsky. 
“Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every 
day. Unseen, unheard, but always near, still loved, still 
missed, and very dear.” 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located in the narthex. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. A time 
of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education Wing 
immediately following the service. All are welcome!  
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
• A huge thank you to Val Martin who served as the 
Church Librarian for many, many years. Her passion 
and great organizational skills have made the library 
accessible to all ages, and a great place to visit. As of 
January 1, 2018, library duties will be looked after by 
Eloise Auch and Susan Gudmundson. We welcome 
their expertise and hope they will be blessed as they 
serve St. Paul’s in this manner. 

• Thank you to all who assisted with the service today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 

 “As with Gladness Men of Old” - # 302 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

Canticle of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
All. Eternal God, who by a star led wise men to the 

worship of your Son, guide by your light the       
nations of the earth, that the whole world may 
know your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Robert Bond 
 

↓ FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you.  
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, and 
   your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea 
 shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you have 
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former genera-
tions this mystery was not made known to humankind, as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and proph-
ets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become     
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the 
gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of 
his power.  8Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make  
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in    
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its ris-
ing, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Mes-
siah was to be born.  5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  
8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him hom-
age.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at  

EPIPHANY OF 
OUR LORD 

 

JANUARY 7, 2018 


