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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 1:30 LADIES CHRISTMAS GATHERING 
 7:00 Church Council meeting 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 7:00 Pioneer Girls Sleigh Ride; Scouts 
 7:00 All Youth Christmas Party 
Saturday 7:00 am Lutheran Men in Mission, 
 Smitty’s 
 10:00-12:00 SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
 CONCERT PRACTICE 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Communion; 
 Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:00 Service in Woodridge 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Communion 
 1:00-2:15 Youth Skating, T.G. Smith 
 Arena 
 7:00 SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS       
 CONCERT 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Sunday, Dec. 24: 10:00 am Worship Service with 
Communion & Baptism; 5:30 & 7:00 pm Christmas 
Eve Services 

• Monday, Dec. 25, 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship 
Service with Communion; cake & coffee to follow 

 

 

THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE December 3: 9:25 - 201; 11:05 - 45 
 Christian Education - 66; Teachers/Guides - 19 
 

OFFERING December 3: $16,549.05 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

 

Sunday, December 10, 2017Sunday, December 10, 2017Sunday, December 10, 2017Sunday, December 10, 2017    

Welcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship Service 

Did You Know? 
In our gospel reading 

today we once again 

encounter John the 

Baptist. Most people, 

even some of the 

unchurched, could say 

that he ate locusts, 

that he wore clothing made from camel’s hair and that 

he said something about tying the thongs of his sandals. 

Here are some facts about John the Baptist that you may 

or not know: 

• John the Baptist’s parents were Zechariah and Eliza-

beth. Elizabeth was supposedly ‘barren’ and getting 

on in years before John was born. (Luke 1:7) When 

the angel Gabriel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would 

give birth to John, he couldn’t believe it. Due to 

Zechariah’s unbelief, Gabriel took away his ability to 

speak until John was born. (Luke 1: 13-20) 

• It is believed that John was born around six months 

before Jesus was.   

• The angel Gabriel told Zechariah that he was to name 

their son John. (Luke 1: 13) 

• Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip, (who 

Herod later married), asked for John the Baptist’s 

head on a platter. Sadly, her request was granted. 

(Mark 6: 17-29) 

• Jesus declared that “among those born of women no 

one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom 

of God is greater than he.” 

• Mary went to visit Elizabeth when both of them were 

pregnant. When Mary greeted Elizabeth John leaped 

for joy in her womb and she was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. (Luke 1: 39-42) 

If you didn’t already know…..now you do! 

KEEP IT REAL! BRING IT HOME! 

LAST CHANCE! 
CHRISTMAS & ALL-OCCASION 

CARDS 
Produced & designed by St. Paul’s Youth 

AVAILABLE BETWEEN SERVICES TODAY 
Cost: $2.00/card 

All proceeds go towards  

Thunder CLAY 2018 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith commu-
nities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

ST PAUL’S MEN IN MISSION  

 NEW ORLEANS TRIP 

February 16-24, 2018 

Cost: $400/person 

For more information contact  

Ben Nickel 204.371.5104 

bnickel@stacoop.com 

Sign-up sheet posted next to church office 
 

SIGN UP EARLY! LIMIT 25 VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers from St. Paul’s help shingle 

a roof in New Orleans. 

TheTheTheThe    

    needneedneedneed    

    continuescontinuescontinuescontinues    

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE 
 

Love, love, love - the heart of Christ is love. 

On all who come He pours His presence, 

Life and love in holy essence. 

Love, love, love - the heart of Christ is love. 
 

Hope, hope, hope - the light of Christ is hope, 

In all our darkness Christ is shining, 

Leading upward, faith refining. 

Hope, hope, hope - the light of Christ is hope. 
 

Joy, joy, joy, we praise You, Christ, with joy! 

Our peace, our hope, our love and treasure, 

Highest calling, deepest pleasure! 

Joy, joy, joy, we praise You, Christ, with joy! 
 

Peace, peace, peace - the gift of Christ is peace. 

We walk with God, our past forgiven, 

All in Him is life and heaven. 

Peace, peace, peace - the gift of Christ is peace. 



4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.  7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

L.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “Fling Wide the Door” - # 259 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105  
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
Special Music: “One Day at a Time” 
 Rose Angell, accompanist Eleanor Wiebe 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Lamb of God” - # 336 
 “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” - # 492 
 “Beautiful Savior” - # 838 
 “Christ, Be Our Light” -  # 715 
 “Love, Love, Love” - printed on back page 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” - # 251 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the TRADITIONAL   
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remember 
Marcia Henzel, Mary Ann Harder, Bob Angell, Jac 
Doerksen, Katarina Grienke, Kathy Doerksen, 

Chris Funk, Laura Heckert, Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, 
Marlene Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Emma Kuehn,  
Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, Henry Schalla, Joan 
Schultz and Elsie Schilke. 
 

FLOWERS OF REMEMBRANCE 
The Poinsettia plant on the piano today has been placed 
by Teena Rempel, Cindi and Brian Patrick, Cora and Len 
Langlois and their families, as they remember their      
precious Husband, Dad and Opa, Jacob H. Rempel, who 
passed away December 2, 1983. “Amazing memories we 
cherish dearly.” 

HYMN BOOK SPONSOR 
Remembering what is cherished forever, Alvin Fender 
and family have sponsored an Evangelical Lutheran   
Worship hymn book in loving memory of wife, mother and 
grandmother, Adele Fender who passed away October 3, 
2017. “The beautiful memory left behind will always     
remain in our hearts.”  
 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, a Memorial Gift has 
been received from Patricia D. Spicer in memory of Adele 
Fender. “Forever dear, forever near, in thoughts and 
memories.”  
 

CHRISTMAS EVENT REMINDERS 

• Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1:30 pm, Ladies Christmas Gather-
ing. ALL ladies of the church, young and not-so-young, 
are invited to this delightful time of singing, readings, 
and of course coffee and such. Please bring a small 
plate of sandwiches or dainties to share, and a guest or 
two! 

• Saturday, Dec. 16, Sunday School Christmas concert 
practice, 10:00 am-12:00 noon. ALL children need to 
be in attendance since there will be one rehearsal only. 

• Sunday, Dec. 17, Sunday School Christmas concert, 
7:00 pm. 

• Sunday, Dec. 17, the choir will sing at both the 9:25 and 
11:05 am services. We look forward to their presenta-
tion. 

• Sunday, Dec. 24, 10:00 am Worship Service with Com-
munion; 5:30 & 7:00 Sunday School Christmas Concert. 

• Monday, Dec. 25, 10:00 am Worship Service with Com-
munion followed by Cake & Coffee 

 

HAMPER PROJECT CONTINUES 
The Community Christmas hamper project will continue 
for another week or so. A box to accept your kind dona-
tions of new, unwrapped toys or non-perishable food 
items is set up next to the mailboxes. 
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2018 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box before 
taking it home. For omissions or corrections, please con-
tact the church office. If you would like to make regular 
offerings through pre-authorized remittance, please call 
the church office to make arrangements. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-
TIONS FOR THE 2017 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/17. Contri-
butions received after that date will be included in the 
2018 tax year. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we  invite you to 
sign the guest book located in the narthex. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. A time 
of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education Wing 
immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are wel-
come!  
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service     
today, with special mention to Rose Angell and Eleanor 
Wiebe for sharing their gift of music this morning. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING -  
 Robert & Arlene Dyck 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

↑ Gathering Song: 

 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” - # 242 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
All. Holy God, stir up our hearts to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming, strengthen us to 
serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD: Readers Robert & Arlene Dyck  
 

↓ FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

1 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God.  
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
   double for all her sins.  
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain.  
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’  
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass.  

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand forever.  
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’  
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him.  
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

 (congregation reads bold parts) 
 

L. 1 LORD, you were favourable to your land; 
   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
C.

 2
 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

   you pardoned all their sin. 
. 8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
   for he will speak peace to his people, 
   to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
C.

 9
 Surely his salvation is at hand 

for those who fear him, 
   that his glory may dwell in our land.  
L. 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
   righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
C.

 11
 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

   and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
L. 12 The LORD will give what is good, 
   and our land will yield its increase. 
C.

 13
 Righteousness will go before him, 

   and will make a path for his steps. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. 
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way;  
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’, 

SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 


