
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

 CHURCH OF STEINBACH INC. 
MEMBER OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CANADA 

465 Henry Street, Steinbach MB R5G 0H1 
204-326-3758 Fax 204-326-2548 

email: office@stpaulsteinbach.org 
www.stpaulsteinbach.org 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 3:00 Sing-Song @ Bethesda Place 
 7:00 Choir Practice 
 7:00 Pioneer Girls, Scouts 
Thursday 5:30 Church Community Supper 
 7:00 Youth & Thursday Study Group   
 Carolling @ Linden Place 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Traditional 
 Communion; Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Traditional Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1:30 pm, Ladies Christmas    
Gathering 

• Saturday, Dec. 16, 10:00 am-12:00 noon, Sunday 
School Christmas Concert practice 

• Sunday, Dec. 17, 7:00 pm, Sunday School        
Christmas Concert 

• Sunday, Dec. 24: 10:00 am Worship Service with 
Communion & Baptism; 5:30 & 7:00 pm Christmas 
Eve Services 

• Monday, Dec. 25, 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship 
Service with Communion; cake & coffee to follow 

 

THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE November 26: 9:25 - 185; 11:05 - 81 
 Christian Education - 62; Teachers/Guides - 20 
OFFERING November 26: $16,634.80 
 (includes November direct deposit) 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

 

Sunday, December 3, 2017Sunday, December 3, 2017Sunday, December 3, 2017Sunday, December 3, 2017    

Welcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship ServiceWelcome to Our Traditional Worship Service 

Did You Know? 
What Advent is all about? 

 

Advent, or little Lent, (from 

the Latin adventus, meaning 

“coming”) is the four weeks 

before Christmas. It is a time 

when the faithful are called 

to make room in their lives for celebrating Christ’s    

coming, at the first Advent - His incarnation, and we are 

also called to "stay awake," and prepare ourselves daily 

to be ready for when He comes again - His second    

coming. Our Gospel for today speaks clearly of when the 

King shall come again, the second Advent, we are called 

to stay awake. The four weeks of Advent will be the 

busiest in our lives, but our prayer is that in the midst of 

the hustle and bustle, this poem entitled “Advent Calen-

dar” by Archbishop Rowan Williams, will remind us that 

our Lord is coming again, at a time and hour nobody 

knows. May you all have a blessed Advent Season.  
 

ADVENT CALENDAR 
 

He will come like last leaf's fall. 

One night when the November wind 

has flayed the trees to the bone, and earth 

wakes choking on the mould, 

the soft shroud's folding. 
 

He will come like frost. 

One morning when the shrinking earth 

opens on mist, to find itself 

arrested in the net 

of alien, sword-set beauty. 
 

He will come like dark. 

One evening when the bursting red 

December sun draws up the sheet 

and penny-masks its eye to yield 

the star-snowed fields of sky. 
 

He will come, will come, 

will come like crying in the night, 

like blood, like breaking, 

as the earth writhes to toss him free. 

He will come like child. 

CHRISTMAS & 

ALL-OCCASION CARDS 
Produced & designed 

by St. Paul’s Youth 

AVAILABLE BETWEEN SERVICES 

TODAY & NEXT SUNDAY, DEC. 10 
Cost: $2.00/card 

All proceeds go towards  

Thunder CLAY 2018 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith commu-
nities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

VESPERS 
The local Vespers choir will present another service     
tonight, 7:00 pm at Mennonite Heritage Village       
Museum. It is an evening of choral music, prayer, 
scripture and other applicable readings. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. 
 

FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE 
Advent devotion books are available in the narthex 
and at the side door. Also available, Canada Lutheran 
magazine and Gifts from the Heart catalogues. 

ST PAUL’S MEN IN MISSION  

 NEW ORLEANS TRIP 

February 16-24, 2018 

Cost: $400/person 

For more information contact  

Ben Nickel 204.371.5104 

bnickel@stacoop.com 

Sign-up sheet posted next to church office 
 

SIGN UP EARLY! LIMIT 25 VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers from St. Paul’s help 

shingle a roof in New Orleans. 

The needThe needThe needThe need    

    continuescontinuescontinuescontinues    



evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 
sleeping.37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 
 

L.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (v. 1-4) - # 257 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105  
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
Special Music: “One Day at a Time” 
 Rose Angell, accompanist Eleanor Wiebe 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Holy, Holy, Holy” (sung 3x) - # 473 
 “I Am the Bread of Life” - # 485 
 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” - # 592 
 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” -  # 818 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” - # 241 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS    
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember 
Marcia Henzel, Mary Ann Harder, Bob Angell, Jac 
Doerksen, Katarina Grienke, Kathy Doerksen, 

Chris Funk, Laura Heckert, Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, 
Marlene Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Emma Kuehn,  
Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, Henry Schalla, Joan 
Schultz and Elsie Schilke. 
 

Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (David) 
Falk, Louise (Jake) Falk, Rose Rempel, Della Schmitke, 
Irene Sobering and Gladys Sobering; at Rest Haven 
Nursing Home, Marianne Begalke; and at Grunthal 
Menno Home, Janet Harder. 
 

REMEMBERING 
The Poinsettias on the Altar today have been placed by 
Dr. Chris and Darlene Turner and Family in memory of: 
Gerry Schmidtke May 10/44 - Feb. 20/92; August Schmid-
tke May 15/09 - Nov. 25/80; Lillian Schmidtke Nov. 7/15 - 
Jan. 28/04; Alan Schmidtke Oct. 23/45 - July 24/83; Rein-
hold Krentz Feb. 7/12 - June 9/83; Rosalia Krentz Nov. 
8/23 - Nov. 20/08; Gordon Krentz May 23/42 - Sept. 7/12; 
and Helen Turner June 21/29 - Nov. 16/00. “At this time of 
year when we cherish yesterday, dream tomorrow, live 
today, let us take a moment to remember God’s gift to us, 
Jesus Christ.” 

THINKING CHRISTMAS 
The month of December is quickly filling up with various 
Christmas type activities. Mark these special events on 
your calendar: 
• Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1:30 pm, Ladies Christmas Gather-

ing. ALL ladies of the church, young and not-so-young, 
are invited to this delightful time of singing, readings, 
and of course coffee and such. Please bring a small 
plate of sandwiches or dainties to share, and a guest or 
two! 

• Saturday, Dec. 16, Sunday School Christmas concert 
practice, 10:00 am-12:00 noon. ALL children need to 
be in attendance since there will be one rehearsal only. 

• Sunday, Dec. 17, Sunday School Christmas concert, 
7:00 pm. 

• Sunday, Dec. 17, the choir will sing at both the 9:25 and 
11:05 am services. We look forward to their presenta-
tion. 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DRIVE 
St. Paul’s is again supporting the Community Christmas 
Hamper Project. A box to accept your kind donations of 
new, unwrapped toys or non-perishable food items is set 
up next to the mailboxes. 
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2018 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box before 
taking it home. For omissions or corrections, please con-
tact the church office. If you would like to make regular 
offerings through pre-authorized remittance, please call 
the church office to make arrangements. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-

TIONS FOR THE 2017 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/17. Contri-
butions received after that date will be included in the 
2018 tax year. 
 

SHARING OUR TIME 
On Wednesday, Dec. 6 St. Paul’s will be hosting the Sing-
Song at Bethesda Place at 3:00 pm. Extra voices are  
always appreciated. Come and be blessed as you minis-
ter to the residents. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we  invite you to 
sign the guest book located in the narthex. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. A time 
of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education Wing 
immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are wel-
come! Thank you to the Thursday evening study 
group for hosting the Coffee Hour today.  
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
• A huge thank you to all who supported the Lutheran 
Men in Mission Soup & Pie Luncheon last Sunday—
those who donated food, volunteers who helped, and all 
who attended and supported us through donations.  
Approximately $1,800. was raised. Thank you all! 

• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service     
today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING - Lorna Khan 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

↑ Gathering Song (sung to tune of # 631): 

 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” - # 254 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
All. Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come. By 

your merciful protection awaken us to the threaten-
ing dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless 
until the coming of your new day, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Lorna Khan 
 

↓ FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 
1 O that you would tear open the heavens 
and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence—  
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence.  
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him.  
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  

8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand.  
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
   and do not remember iniquity forever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the testimony 
of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by 
him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 “But in those days, following that distress, 
“ ‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his 
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its 
twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that 
summer is near.  29 Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 
30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass 
away until all these things have happened. 31 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be 
on guard! Be alert!  You do not know when that time will 
come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house 
and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned 
task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when 
the owner of the house will come back—whether in the  

FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 3, 2017 

KEEP IT REAL! BRING IT HOME! 


