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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: 
 September 24: 9:25 - 193; 11:05 - 64 
 Woodridge - 6 
 Christian Education - 66; Teachers/Guides - 22 
  

OFFERING: September 24 - $8,860.30 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage children to share 
in worship. Even very young children see faith in action as we pray 
and sing and commune together. Children’s lessons are available at 
both entrances, or by checking with any of the ushers. 
 

Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the sound booth. 
 

Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
 

Washrooms: located in the narthex and Education Wing, upstairs and 
down. 
 

Elevator: located next to the church office. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith commu-
nities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 6:00 Youth @ Community Food Drive 
 7:00 Scouts; Pioneer Girls 
 7:00 Reformation Choir Practice 
Thursday 1:30 Lutheran Church Women Group 2 
 7:30 Adult Bible study 
Friday St. Paul’s Volunteers @ Soup’s On 
Fri.-Mon. MNO Thanksgiving Youth Retreat @    
 Luther Village 
Sunday FAMILY SUNDAY—NO CONFIRMATION,  
 SUNDAY SCHOOL OR ADULT STUDY 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Communion  
 11:05 Contemporary Service with      
 Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Tuesdays, Oct. 17 & 24, Reformation Sessions with 
Pastor Terry, 7:00 pm 

• Sunday, Oct. 29, Welcome Back Home Dedication 
Service, 10:00 am, followed by Potluck Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know that at 16 chapters long, 

the gospel of Mark is the shortest of the 

four gospels? Scholars also believe that 

it is the oldest of the gospels written in the 60’s A.D. 
 

We have primarily been using the gospel of Matthew for 

this church year, and standing at 28 chapters long, it is 

the longest of the gospels. Matthew used the gospel of 

Mark as a framework to write his book, but Matthew 

adds birth stories, a genealogy, resurrection appearances 

and certain sayings not found in Mark. Instead of reading 

the gospels in order as they appear in the Bible, many 

people have found it helpful to read the gospel of Mark 

first and then Matthew afterwards to help understand 

the gospel message better. 
 

If you didn’t already know…..now you do! 

MITTEN TREE IS UP! 
We might not be quite ready to think about 
winter, but some of our church ladies are 
planning ahead. The mitten tree is up in the 
narthex, and waiting for your kind donations 

of warm  winter items such as toques, scarves, mitts, 
sweaters, socks and so on. The tree will be up until 
mid-November or so at which time the items will be 
distributed to those in need. Monetary donations are 
appreciated as well. Thank you for your support. 
 

VESPERS SEASON 
The local Vespers choir begins another season    
tonight, 7:00 pm at Mennonite Heritage Village     
Museum. It’s an evening of choral music, prayer, 
scripture and other applicable readings. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed at the Ten Thousand Villages 
store in Steinbach. As a volunteer, your gift of time, 
skills and experience helps Ten Thousand Villages to 
provide vital, fair income to artisans in developing 
countries. If this is your gift, please contact Laurie 
Koop, manager at the Steinbach store. 
 

DEVOTION BOOKS for October-December 2017 are 
available for pick up at both entrances or at the new 
Information Centre in the narthex. 

REBUILDING HOPE 

WINGS NIGHT MONDAY, OCT. 2, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Smitty’s Restaurant & Lounge, Steinbach 
 

Proceeds to Rebuilding the Church of Hope, Haiti 
 

Some tickets still available. 

Contact Tavia Funk 204-371-9193 

HERE, O MY LORD 
 

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 

here would I touch and handle things unseen; 

here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, 

and all my weariness upon Thee lean. 
 

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 

here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n; 

here would I lay aside each earthly load, 

here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 
 

I have no help but Thine, nor do I need 

another arm save Thine to lean upon; 

it is enough, my Lord, enough indeed - 

my strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone. 
 

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness, 

mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace 

Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord, my God. 



said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They 
said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the 
tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the king-
dom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and     
believe him.’ 
 

L.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 

Hymn of the Day: “Here I Am, Lord” - # 574 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
Interlude: Text by Martin Luther 
 “Dear Christians One and All” (# 594 ELW) 

↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Here is Bread” - # 483 
 “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” - # 469 
 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” - # 817 
 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” - # 733 
 “Here, O My Lord” - printed on back page 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “On Our Way Rejoicing” - # 537 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS      
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Bob   
Angell, Jac Doerksen, Katarina Grienke, Kathy 
Doerksen, Chris Funk, Laura Heckert, Tina 

Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Marlene Klassen, Evelyn (Art) 
Krentz, Emma Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, 
Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and Elsie Schilke. 
 

Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (David) 
Falk, Louise (Jake) Falk, Rose Rempel, Della Schmitke, 
Irene Sobering and Gladys Sobering; at Rest Haven 
Nursing Home, Marianne Begalke; and at Grunthal 
Menno Home, Janet Harder. 

 

BIBLE PRESENTATIONS 
The Grade 5 Sunday School students will each be       
presented with a Bible and Catechism during the service 
today. May they be blessed upon receiving these gifts as 
they continue their journey of faith. 

EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY 
The flowers on the altar today have been left as a        
reminder of the passing of one of our saints, Lena 
Krentz, age 94, who passed away at Bethesda Place on 
Sept. 24. The funeral service took place here on Wednes-
day. Our sympathy to her family, relatives and friends.  
 

Sympathy also to Robert and Arlene Dyck and family on 
the passing of Robert’s father, Gerald Dyck of Steinbach, 
who passed away on Friday, Sept. 22. 
May our God of compassion grant comfort, strength and 
peace to those who mourn the loss of loved ones.  
 

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have been received in memory of: 
* Lena Krentz, who passed away September 24, 2017, 
from Robert and Arlene Dyck, Rick and Gladys Derksen, 
Ernie and Shirley Hollender, Brenda Mehling, Brian 
Krentz and Allan and Janet Fast. “God has you in his 
keeping, we have you in our hearts.” 
* precious niece and cousin, Amanda Gerbrandt, who 
passed away September 23, 1976, from Harold and Jean 
Borkowsky and Marilyn Levesque and their families. 
“Gathered by Jesus in all her childish purity, a beautiful 
snowdrop to bloom in the garden of heaven.” Safe in the 
arms of Jesus. 
* beloved parents, Fred Mehling, who passed away     
November 12, 1985, and Mathilda Mehling, who passed 
away June 18, 2011, from Norm and Glorian Mehling. 
“While you, dear parents, rest and sleep, your loving 
memory we shall always keep.” 
* friend and brother in Christ, Ron James, who passed 
away November 15, 2016, from Sam and Anne Appleby. 
”Wonderful memories, woven in gold, these are the 
memories we tenderly hold.” 
 

HYMNS BY MARTIN LUTHER 
Numerous hymns written by Martin Luther appear in our 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry) book. During 
this Reformation “season”, some of these hymns will be 
played during the offering. Watch for a note that tells you 
which hymn it is and where it can be found. 
 

SPECIAL COOKIES FOR COFFEE 
The coffee hour today is hosted by the Reformation Com-
mittee with a special treat, Luther Rose cookies! We thank 
the committee for giving us opportunity to fellowship as a 
church family as we commemorate the Reformation. All 
are welcome! 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book. Welcome here. May you be blessed 
as you worship with us. 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to all who helped bring the service at Wood-
haven this morning, and to all who assisted with the ser-
vice here today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
Gathering Song: 

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” - # 834 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
All. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties 

and failings. Give us the grace to overcome them, 
keep us from those things that harm us, and guide 
us into a new future to work in your vineyard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Bible Presentations 
 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Janelle Braun 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean 
by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’?  3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. 
25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, 
O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for 
the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wicked-
ness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had 
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet 
the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ 
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? 
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 
according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and 
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 
your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that 
you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 

Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 25:1-9 
 (congregation reads bold parts) 

 

L. 1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  
2 O my God, in you I trust; 
   do not let me be put to shame; 
   do not let my enemies exult over me. 
C.

 3
 Do not let those who wait for you 

be put to shame; 
   let them be ashamed 
who are wantonly treacherous.  
L. 4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
   teach me your paths. 
C.

 5
 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

   for you are the God of my salvation; 
   for you I wait all day long.  
L. 6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, 
and of your steadfast love, 
   for they have been from of old. 
C.

 7
 Do not remember the sins of my youth 

or my transgressions; 
   according to your steadfast love remember me, 
   for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!  
L. 8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
   therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
C.

 9
 He leads the humble in what is right, 

   and teaches the humble his way. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 
said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will 
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of     
human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we 
say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you 
not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”, we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what author-
ity I am doing these things. 
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to 
the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard     
today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed 
his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 

Martin’s Musings 
“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs 

after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.” 


