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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE: August 6 - 143 
 

OFFERING: August 6 - $6,434.00 
 Operating expense budget 2017 is $12,000 per week, not 
 including anticipated mortgage costs of $3,500 per week. 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday  7:00 Relational Ministries meeting 
Wednesday  6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
Sunday  10:00 Contemporary Service with 
  Communion &  Guest Musicians 
 11:00 Service in Woodridge 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
• Sunday, Sept. 10, Welcome Back Sunday 
• Sunday, Sept. 17, Regular services & programs 

resume: 9:25 Traditional Service, Sunday 
School, Confirmation; 11:05 Contemporary   
Service 

www.luthersem.edu/godpause 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The sign of the cross is widely used within the 

Catholic and Orthodox Churches, but did you know 

that it was also frequently used by Martin Luther?  

In both the morning and evening blessings found in 

the Small Catechism Luther says that we are to 

make the sign of the holy cross and say…..  In a  

typical modern day Lutheran church service you 

don’t see the sign of the cross used very often by 

congregants. In fact, most Lutherans do not practice 

the sign of the cross very often anywhere. 
 

Some church traditions say that the sign of the 

cross is just an act of empty  superstition, however 

when the symbol of the sign of the cross 

is used, it helps us in our spiritual lives. 

What we do physically affects 

us spiritually. Whether it’s 

bowing our heads, raising our 

hands, kneeling, or crossing ourselves, 

physical actions have a spiritual effect. 

And remember that all symbols used in the church 

point to God. 
 

Signing yourself is an act of prayer, a remembrance, 

a benediction; an act that gathers every trial, worry 

and fear and hands it over to the care of Christ. It 

can also be used to express gratitude at a meal, joy 

at a blessed occurrence, repentance in a moment of 

sin, resistance in a moment of temptation, and faith 

when undertaking any task. 
 

If you have never used this ancient practice in your 

own spiritual life, give it a try. Head to chest, left 

shoulder to right shoulder. This is not some super-

stitious invention of the Middle Ages. Making the 

sign of the cross says to yourself (and anyone 

watching) that you belong to God…..and how bad 

can that be? 
 

If you didn’t already know…..now you do! 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

In 
 Holy Baptism the triune God delivers us from the 
forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives 

us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us 
members of the body of Christ, the church. 
 

The Christian community at worship celebrates God’s 
gift of baptism in a number of ways. The sacrament  
itself normally takes place in the midst of the worshiping 
assembly as a sign that in baptism we are made one 
with Christ and with the whole people of God. On behalf 
of the whole church, we promise support to new sisters 
and brothers, confess the faith with them, and welcome 
them into the body of Christ. Water connected to the 
Word - God’s saving promise in Jesus Christ - is at the 
center of the baptismal celebration. 
 

Although a person is baptized once, the gift of baptism 
continues throughout a Christian’s life. Instruction in the 
faith for a life of discipleship is part of the preparation of 
those who are to be baptized or their parents and  
sponsors. The ongoing nurture of that faith is part of the 
congregation’s ministries of formation, education,     
service, and evangelical witness. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage children to 
share in worship. Even very young children see faith in action as 
we pray and sing and commune together. Children’s lessons are 
available at both entrances, or by checking with any of the     
ushers. 
 

Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the sound booth. 
 

Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
 

Washrooms: located in the narthex and Education Wing,      
upstairs and down. 
 

Elevator: located next to the church office. 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

In the musical, "1776", Jefferson, 

Franklin, Adams and the rest of 

the signers of the Declaration of 

Independence are in Philadelphia, 

debating the future of the colo-

nies. A courier delivers a dispatch 

from General George Washington 

pleading for support for his wea-

ried troops. A wistful song asks: "Is anybody there? 

Does anybody care?" 
 

There's a pre-school nearby me called Open Arms. A 

name like that suggests presence and caring. Since 

God's vision for the House of Prayer is inclusive, it's 

crucial that we let all people know they matter to a 

God who is there and who cares. For those already 

within, it means willingness to offer prayers side by 

side with rejects, foreigners, those who might be on 

the other side of a spiritual fence. Ours is a gathering 

God, welcoming all sorts of people into the joy of 

praise and service. From God's perspective, diversity 

is not a problem without a solution.  
 

Lord, remove any barriers that keep us from opening 

our arms to others, without reservation or hesitation. 

In the name of our welcoming Savior. Amen. 
 

Paul D. Opsahl, '60 

Pastor Emeritus, Community Lutheran Church, Sterling, Virginia 



HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remember 
Adele Fender, Jac Doerksen, Katarina Grienke, 
Kathy Doerksen, Chris Funk, Laura Heckert, Tina 

Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Lena Krentz, Marlene Klassen, 
Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Emma Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, 
Helmuth Renz, Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and Elsie 
Schilke. 
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Received into the Family of the Lord our God 
through Holy Baptism today is Belle Iris      
Suderman, daughter of Rex Suderman and 
Jamie Dahl. Godparents are Sarah Vaage and 
Raymond Ritchie. “Jesus said: ‘Let the little children come 
to me and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of heaven belongs’.” Matthew 19:14 
 

GUEST MUSICIANS 
Next Sunday, August 27, guest musicians Dick Johnson 
and Roy Gudmundson from Riverton will share their gift of 
music with us. We look forward to their presence. 
 

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
For the remainder of August, and part of September, 
there will be one worship service only, beginning at 10:00 
am. The service next Sunday, August 27 will be in the 
Contemporary format with Communion. Looking ahead, 
Sunday, September 10 is “Welcome Back Sunday” with 
Sunday School and Confirmation registrations, barbecue 
lunch, and lots of family fun after the service. Regular ser-
vices will resume September 17. 
 

NEW DESIGNS POSTED 
A new set of stained glass designs for the center cross 
on the front of the church is posted on the bulletin board 
next to the office. Be sure to take a look and cast your 
vote for your favorite one. 
 

SERVICE AT WOODHAVEN 
St. Paul’s is scheduled to lead the service at Woodhaven 
on Sunday, Sept. 10. We are in urgent need of volunteers 
to help make this happen. We need someone to play   
piano, someone to bring the message, and others to help 
with the service in reading, prayers and singing. Please 
contact Susan Nickel, suenickel13@gmail.com, or call 
204-371-4895. Without your help we will not be able to 
fulfill our commitment to this vital community ministry. 
Thank you. 

 
HEARING SYSTEM OPERATIONAL 

The T-Coil Hearing System is now operational. 
Simply adjust hearing aids to the “T” setting. Brad 

Mehling will be giving more instructions in the near future. 
Headsets will also be available for non-hearing aid users. 

SINGERS WANTED! 
If you enjoy singing and would like to be part of 
the St. Paul's Choir for Reformation, here is 
your chance. Singers from both services are 
welcome to join the choir which plans to sing for 
three services during this Reformation celebra-
tion. Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, Sept. 6 

at 7:00 pm. Sopranos, Altos, Tenors and Basses 
needed! If you are interested, please sign up on the sign-
up sheet in the hallway, or email Crystal Lawrance at 
lawrances@yahoo.com. Everyone is welcome! 
 

“GROWING” OUR CHURCH 
The future of our church are the children and youth of our 
church. They need to be taught, led, and engaged. What 
better way of touching a young person’s life than to volun-
teer to be a teacher, helper, guide or presenter. Please 
sign up on the sheets near the office. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we  

invite you to sign the guest book. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. A time 
of coffee and fellowship takes place in the Education 
Wing immediately after the service. Come, and enjoy! If 
you would like to help with the coffee hour, be sure to sign 
up on the poster displayed in the Education Wing, or con-
tact the church office, 204-326-3758. 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• Thank you to all who assisted with the service today. 

 
 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 

 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” - # 631 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

Canticle of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: God of all, your arms reach out to embrace all 

those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of 
your Son to love the world with compassion, that 
your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
↓ HOLY BAPTISM 
 

Sunday School Presentation 
 
GOD’S WORD: Reader Anne Appleby 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

1 Thus says the LORD: 
   Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
   and my deliverance be revealed.  
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
   and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
   and hold fast my covenant—  
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
   will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
   for all peoples.  
8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
   besides those already gathered. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a mem-
ber of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. 29For the gifts and the calling 
of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedi-
ent to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in 
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now 
receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedi-
ence so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of 
Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.’ 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disci-
ples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she 
keeps shouting after us.’ 24He answered, ‘I was sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25But she came 
and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26He       
answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.’ 27She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’           
table.’ 28Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daugh-
ter was healed instantly. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” - # 623 

Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Holy, Holy, Holy” (sung 3X) - # 473 

 “I Am the Bread of Life” - # 485 

 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” - # 592 
 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” - # 818 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “I Love to Tell the Story” - # 661 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

 

AUGUST 20, 2017 

 

Martin’s Musings 

“All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from 

the heart, will certainly be heard, and will receive 

what they have asked and desired.”  


