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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE: July 23 - 129 
  Woodridge July 16 - 5 
OFFERING: July 23 - $$4,159.00 
 Operating expense budget 2017 is $12,000 per week, not 
 including anticipated mortgage costs of $3,500 per week. 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

July 31-Aug. 3 - Youth Survivor Retreat 
Tuesday  7:00 Building Committee meeting 
Wednesday  6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
Friday  St. Paul’s @ Soup’s On 
Sunday  10:00 Traditional Service with  
  Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
• August 8-September 6 - Rev. Melissa on       
vacation 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Of the five brief parables in  

today’s gospel reading the most 

well-known one is the parable 

of the mustard seed. 
 

Did you know that there is 

something important that agricultural science has 

learned about the mustard seed? Scientists have 

known for a long time now how to make hybrids out 

of certain vegetables. The way this works is by chang-

ing the DNA. For example, to make a hybrid of corn 

that bugs won’t eat, you have to cross the corn DNA 

with cucumber DNA. The only way they can get the 

corn to accept the cucumber DNA is to introduce it 

through a virus. Making the corn “sick” will force it to 

accept the cucumber DNA and end up as hybrid corn. 
 

Did you know that the mustard seed refuses to be 

made into a hybrid? The mustard seed can never be 

anything other than a mustard seed. It refuses all   

viruses and there is no way to make it anything other 

than what it is. 
 

Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a mustard 

seed. It can never be anything other than what he 

created it to be. No one can come and change it or 

introduce anything into it other than what God       

intends it to be. The kingdom of heaven is an eternal 

kingdom……one that cannot be invaded, changed or 

destroyed. 

“But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 

practices abomination or falsehood, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

(Revelation 21: 27) 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith        
communities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

www.luthersem.edu/godpause 

THERE IS A REDEEMER 
 

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 
 

 Chorus: 

 Thank You, oh, my Father, 

 for giving us Your Son, 

 and leaving your Spirit 

 ‘til the work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain. 
 

When I stand in Glory, I will see His face, 

There I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place. 

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 
Volunteers from St. Paul’s will be helping at Soup’s On 
Friday, August 4. If you would like to be part of this vital 
community ministry, please contact Henry Doerksen at 
204-371-1617 to let him know you want to be there. 
 

OUR FUTURE CHURCH 
The children and youth of our church are the future of our 
church. They need to be taught, led, and engaged. What 
better way of touching a young person’s life than to vol-
unteer to be a teacher, helper, guide or presenter. Please 
sign up on the sheets near the office. 
 

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
During August, and part of September, there will be one 
worship service only, beginning at 10:00 am. The service 
next Sunday, August 6 will be in the Traditional format 
with Communion. 

Psalm 119:129-136 
 

We receive nourish-

ment from God's wis-

dom through our study 

and contemplation of 

the word. What could be more important than the 

search for understanding? What would life be like 

without some kind of framework to bring it into  

focus--without a refuge to retreat to or a day of 

rest? God's statutes shape our shared life by giving 

us structure, but also insisting that we play within 

the space that God provides. So not only do we   

receive understanding and hope in the midst of 

complexity, but beyond that we witness God's 

glory--God's face shines upon us in moments of   

appreciation and awe. Still, as Karen Baker-Fletcher 

warns us, life is not simply a "gorgeous celebratory 

event." The end of this psalm also reminds us of 

this. Through witnessing God's glory we are pulled 

into relationship with the downcast and dispos-

sessed, from whom we hear Jesus' voice calling out 

for justice from the cross. 
 

God of understanding, let your word open our minds 

to what we cannot in and of ourselves come to    

believe, without you and your presence in our 

neighborhood. Amen. 
 

Ryan Pusch, '17 

Awaiting first call in the Southwest Pennsylvania Synod 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and         
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.’ 
33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 
44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when 
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, 
‘Yes.’ 52And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 
is new and what is old.’ 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
 

Hymn of the Day: 
 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” - # 779 
 

↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

↓ Offering 
 

↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
 

The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
 

The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
 

↓ Communion 
 

Hymns (sung during the distribution): 
 “Let Us Break Bread Together” - # 471 
 “Will You Come and Follow Me” - # 798 
 “On Eagle’s Wings” - # 787 
 “There Is A Redeemer” - printed on back page 
 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
 

The Benediction - Blessing 
 

Sending Song: 
 “Praise to the Lord” - # 844 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Jac 
Doerksen, Kathy Doerksen, Chris Funk, Katarina 
Grienke, Laura Heckert, Tina Heckert, Wanda 

Hoehn, Marlene Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Lena 
Krentz, Emma Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, 
Lee Schmidtke, Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and Elsie 
Schilke. 
** If you would like to be added to the prayer list, please 
contact the church office. If you know of someone you 
think should be added to the list, please note that we 
need their permission. 

 

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES 
Treasured in everlasting memories, Irene Schmidtke and 
family are sponsoring the bulletin for today in loving mem-
ory of  husband and father, Alan Schmidtke, who passed 
away July 24, 1983. “We always have you close to us, 
forever in our hearts.” 
 

The Bulletin is also sponsored by Dora and Murray     
Gerbrandt and family as they give honor to Dora’s sister-
in-law, Valia Karadimas of British Columbia, wife of    
Angelo Karadimas, who passed away accidentally on 
June 19, 2017. “God has you in His keeping, we have you 
in our hearts.” Rest in peace. 

 

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have been received in memory of: 
* Rudolf Freund, who passed away June 8, 2017, from 
Harold and Janet Freund. 
* Jacob Klassen, who passed away August 1, 2014, from 
Marlene Klassen and family. 
“Your memory is our keepsake with which we’ll never 
part.” 
 

Please note: the Church Office will be closed on Friday, 
August 4. Regular office hours of 10:00 am-2:00 pm will 
resume Tuesday, August 8. 
 

NEW DESIGNS POSTED 
A new set of stained glass designs for the center cross 
that faces Henry Street is posted on the bulletin board 
next to the office. Be sure to take a look and cast your 
vote for your favorite one. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we  invite you to 
sign the guest book. Welcome here. May you be blessed 
as you worship with us. A time of coffee and fellowship 
takes place in the Education Wing immediately after the 
service. Come, and enjoy! If you can help with the coffee 
hour, be sure to sign up on the poster displayed in the 
Education Wing, or contact the church office, 204-326-
3758. 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to all who assisted with the service today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 
 “All Are Welcome” - # 641 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

Canticle of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death 

and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your 
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give 
us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that 
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Gladys Derksen 
 

↓ FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ 6And 
Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant my father David, because he walked    
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in up-
rightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go 
out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, so      
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for 
who can govern this your great people?’ 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God 
said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not 
asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like 
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 
after you.’ 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 119:129-136 
(congregation reads bold parts) 

 

L. 129 Your decrees are wonderful; 
   therefore my soul keeps them.  
C.

 130
 The unfolding of your words gives light; 

   it imparts understanding to the simple.  
L. 131 With open mouth I pant, 
   because I long for your commandments.  
C.

 132
 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your 

 custom towards those who love your name.  
L. 133 Keep my steps steady according to your promise, 
   and never let iniquity have dominion over me.  
C.

 134
 Redeem me from human oppression, 

   that I may keep your precepts.  
L. 135 Make your face shine upon your servant, 
   and teach me your statutes.  
C.

 136
 My eyes shed streams of tears 

   because your law is not kept.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 
28 We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his pur-
pose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he 
also glorified. 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed inter-
cedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that    
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

 

JULY 30, 2017 

Martin’s Musings 

 “Prayer is a very precious medicine, one 

that helps and never fails.” 


