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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: July 16 - 151 
 

OFFERING: July 16 - $6419.00 
   

 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Wednesday  6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
Sunday  10:00 Traditional Service with  
  Communion 
   
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
• Youth Survivor Retreat July 31-August 3  

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know that the rite of 

Confession and Forgiveness 

that we use at every tradi-

tional service can actually 

be a point of controversy?  

There are some people who 

say that “ I don’t think it is 

proper for the pastor to for-

give my sins2..only God can do that!”  These peo-

ple are both right and wrong.  They are right in that 

only God can forgive our sins and he has certainly 

done that through the death and resurrection of our 

Savior.  They are wrong however to think that the 

pastor actually forgives the sins of the people.  That 

is why, you may or may not have noticed, that I 

stress the phrase, “and by his authority” during 

this rite.  As a called and ordained minister, it is by 

his authority that I remind people that God has 

forgiven their sins.  It is also why Rev. Melissa and I 

turn to face the altar during Confession and For-

giveness2..to symbolize that the congregation is 

not confessing to us2..that we too, along with the 

congregation, are confessing our sins to God.  If 

you didn’t already know, now you do! 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage 
children to share in worship. Even very young chil-
dren see faith in action as we pray and sing and 
commune together. Children’s lessons are available 
at the side entrance. 
Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the 
sound booth. 
Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
Washrooms: located on the main floor of the Edu-
cation Wing and downstairs in the Education Wing. 

www.luthersem.edu/godpause 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Wheat or weed, that is the question. Well, it's one 
possible question. Contemporary rhetoric--from cas-
ual conversation to "official" speechmaking--
suggests that most people consider themselves to 
be wheat and others to be troublesome weeds. We 
may even be eager to eradicate the weeds. How-
ever, God's farming practices are unusual indeed. 
Thank God for that, for surely we are all likely some-
one else's weed on the verge of being uprooted by 
overeager weeders. 
Our job seems to be to live into the kingdom that 
reflects God's gracious, if not unusual, farming prac-
tices by learning to live in the field in which wheat 
and weed grow together. The job of discerning who 
is wheat and who is weed is ultimately not ours any-
way. When God determines it is harvest time, God 
will determine how we all will be gathered. I, for one, 
am grateful to take something off my "to do" list and 
to leave the tasks of harvest up to such a gracious 
God.  
 
God of wheat and weeds, grant us the serenity to 
accept the things we cannot change, courage to 
change the things we can and the wisdom to know 
the difference. Amen. 

Shauna Hannan, '98 
Associate Professor of Preaching, Pacific Lutheran 

Theological Seminary, Berkeley, Calif. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith        
communities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

Green:  The season of Pentecost is the longest 
season in the Church calendar. The color green re-
minds us of growing, and more specifically growing 
in our faith.  During this season, through the read-
ing of the Kingdom Parables in the Gospel of Mat-
thew, we are reminded what it means to be sons 
and daughters of our King, and what we are called 
to be, and to do. Thus, may this season be a sea-
son of abundant growth, and a bountiful harvest.  



world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 
one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the  
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are col-
lected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his an-
gels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

Message 
 

Song 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of Blessing 
 

The Table 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Communion 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Closing Song 
 

Benediction 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINU-

OUS FORMAT today. Registration cards are 
available in the pews and at the side en-
trance. Participants are asked to fill out a 

card and place it in the  basket provided or in the 
offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remem-
ber Jac Doerksen, Kathy Doerksen, Chris 
Funk, Katarina Grienke, Laura Heckert, 
Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Marlene 

Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Lena Krentz, Emma 
Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, Lee 
Schmidtke, Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and Elsie 
Schilke. 
** If you would like to be added to the prayer list, 
please contact the church office. If you know of 
someone you think should be added to the prayer 
list, please note that we need their permission. 

GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, a Memorial 
Gift has been received in memory has been re-
ceived from Ray & Flora Schalla and Ben & Susan 
Nikkel and their families in loving memory of 
Susie Schalla, who passed away July 17, 2010. 
“Gone are the days we used to share, but in our 
hearts you are always there.” 

 

UNITED IN MARRIAGE 
Congratulations and best wishes to Corliss 
Pachal & Jared Friesen who were united in mar-
riage yesterday, July 22, with Pastor Terry officiat-
ing.  We wish the couples God’s richest blessings 
as they begin a new journey together. 

 

CROSS DESIGN VOTE 
Place your vote for the design of the center cross  
that faces Henry Street. Designs are on the bulle-
tin board by the office.  
 

OUR FUTURE CHURCH 
The children and youth of our church are the fu-
ture of our church.  They need to be taught, led, 
and engaged.  What better way of touching a 
young persons life than to volunteer to be a 
teacher, helper, guide or presenter.  Please sign 
up on the sheets near the office. 
 

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
During July, August, and part of September, there 
will be one worship service only, beginning at 
10:00 am. The service next Sunday, July 30 will 
be in the Traditional format with Communion. 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, 
we  invite you to sign the guest book 

located at the side entrance. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. 
A time of coffee and fellowship takes place in the 
Education Wing immediately after the service. 
Come, and enjoy! If you can help with the coffee 
hour, be sure to sign up on the poster displayed in 
the Education Wing, or contact the church office, 
204-326-3758. 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to our Standing Stone Band for leading 
the music this morning, and to all others who have 
assisted with the service today. 

 

 

Gathering Songs 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Song 
 

The Call to Worship 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
All. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you 

care for your children with firmness and 
compassion.  By your Spirit nurture us who 
live in the fields of your kingdom, that we 
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Lesson 
 

Prayer of Confession & Forgiveness 
 

Apostles Creed 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Spencer Teetaert 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 44:6-8 
 
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
   and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
   besides me there is no god.  
7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
   let them declare and set it forth before me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to 
come? 
   Let them tell us what is yet to be.  
8 Do not fear, or be afraid; 
   have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
   You are my witnesses! 
Is there any god besides me? 
   There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 
SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:12-25 
 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, 
not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God.15For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will but by the will of the one who sub-
jected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labour pains until now; 23and not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
24 He put before them another parable: ‘The king-
dom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while eve-
rybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, 
“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28He 
answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves 
said to him, “Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?” 29But he replied, “No; for in gather-
ing the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reap-
ers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bun-
dles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 
barn.” ’ 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the 
house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.’ 37He answered, ‘The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the  

SEVENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

 

JULY 23, 2017 

Martin’s Musings 

“All the cunning of the devil is exercised in try-

ing to tear us away from the word.” 


