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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE:  July 9 - 154 
OFFERING: July 9 - $8,827.00 
 Operating expense budget 2017 is $12,000 per week, not 
 including anticipated mortgage costs of $3,500 per week. 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 3:00 pm Sing-Song @ Bethesda Place 
Sunday 10:00 am Contemporary Service with 
 Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

• Pastor Terry on Holidays July 1-21 
• Sunday, July 30, 10:00 am, Traditional Service with 
Communion 

DID YOU KNOW? 
One of the most beloved Parables of  

Jesus is the one we hear today - The  

Parable of the Sower. Found in all three 

Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke), it is wisdom filled. 
 

There are many parts we could take and apply to our own lives. 

One of them is the act of planting the seeds. And although the 

farmer seems to be practicing a very unorthodox style of farming, 

there is an important message here. This is the message - that we, 

too, are farmers, called to plant the seeds of the Gospel wherever 

we go, no matter the soil or weather condition. Of course, sowing 

on rocks doesn’t sound hopeful, but if there is just a tiny crack in 

that rock, in that  person’s heart, where light and water may enter 

in, a seed will take root and grow. 
 

Sometimes we may discover the seed growing right away, other 

times not for a while, and other times it may take root after we are 

gone. Whatever the case may be, our ministry is to sow the seeds 

of God’s Word, and then let Him do the rest. May this poem by 

Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw, Michigan, be a reminder of the 

ministry we are called to as His Kingdom builders. 
 

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond 

our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the 

magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 

Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of 

saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that could be said. 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 

No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 

This is what we are about. 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold    

future promise. 

We lay foundations that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in 

realizing that. 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the 

way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the 

rest. 

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 

between the master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not            

messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

G 
od feeds and renews us with the presence of    
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to 

us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In 
response to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my 
sin, trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that 
to receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith        
communities are  welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, 

WHAT A JOY DIVINE 
LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS 

 

T 
he idea for this song came from        

Anthony Showalter, principal of the 

Southern Normal Musical Institute in Dalton, 

Georgia. Showalter, a Presbyterian elder, 

was a well-known advocate of gospel music. 

He published over 130 music books with 

combined sales of two million copies, and he 

became known through the South for his 

singing schools in local churches. 
 

Showalter took a personal interest in his    

students and enjoyed keeping up with them 

as the years passed. One evening in 1887, he 

was leading a singing school in a local church 

in Hartselle, Alabama. After dismissing the 

class for the evening, he gathered his materi-

als and returned to his boardinghouse. 
 

Two letters had arrived, both from former 

pupils. Each of the young men was heart-

broken, having just lost his wife. Professor 

Showalter went to the Bible, looking for a 

verse to comfort them. He selected Deuter-

onomy 33:27 - “The eternal God is your    

refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 

arms . . .” As he pondered that verse, these 

words came to mind: 

Leaning, leaning, 

safe and secure from all alarms; 

Leaning, leaning, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

He scribbled replies to his bereaved friends, 

then, reaching for another piece of paper, he 

wrote to his friend, hymnist Elisha Hoffman. 

“Here is the chorus for a good hymn from 

Deuteronomy 33:27,” his letter said, “but I 

can’t come up with any verses.” Hoffman 

wrote three stanzas and sent them back. 

Showalter set it all to music, and ever since, 

these words have cheered us in adversity: 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near; 

Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 



stand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 
on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields noth-
ing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who     
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundred-
fold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
 

Hymn of the Day: 
 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” - # 733 
 

↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

↓ Offering 
 

Special Music: “The Lord’s Prayer” - Rose Angell 
 

↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
 

The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
 

The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
 

↓ Communion 
 

Hymns (sung during the distribution): 
 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”   - # 818 
 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” - # 592 
 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” - # 609 

 “Blessed Assurance” - # 638 
 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
 

The Benediction - Blessing 
 

Sending Song: 
 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” - # 774 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remember 
Jac Doerksen, Kathy Doerksen, Chris Funk, 
Katarina Grienke, Laura Heckert, Tina Heckert, 

Wanda Hoehn, Marlene Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, 
Lena Krentz, Emma Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth 
Renz, Lee Schmidtke, Henry Schalla, Joan Schultz and 
Elsie Schilke. 
** If you would like to be added to the prayer list, 
please contact the church office. If you know of some-
one you think should be added to the prayer list, please 
note that we need their permission. 
 

CROSS DESIGN VOTE 
Place your vote for the design of the center cross that 
faces Henry Street. Designs are on the bulletin board 
by the office. Get your votes in. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available 
in the pews and at the side entrance. Partici-

pants are asked to fill out a card and place it in the  
basket provided or in the offering plate. All are wel-
come at God’s table. 

 
GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE 

In a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have been received in memory of: 
* Rudolf Freund, who passed away June 8, 2017, 
from Norm and June Holme. 
* Gordon Topnik, who passed away July 1, 2017, 
from John and Doris Thiessen. 
“Their memory we shall cherish with the passing of the 
years.” 
 

SING-SONG AT BETHESDA 
St. Paul’s will host the sing-song at Bethesda Place 
this week Wednesday, July 19 at 3:00 pm. This is a 
great time of connecting with the residents through  
music, fellowship and refreshments. Extra singing 
voices are always appreciated. Please contact 
Marieanne Schwarz, 204-320-1913, to let her know 
you want to participate. 

 
SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

During July, August, and part of September, there will 
be one worship service only, beginning at 10:00 am. 
The service next Sunday, July 23 will be in the Con-
temporary format with Communion. 
 

A service in Woodridge will take place this morning @ 
11:00 am, with Pastor Jim Appleby leading the service.  

 
WELCOME VISITORS 

If you are a visitor to our church today, we  
invite you to sign the guest book located at 

the side entrance. Welcome here. May you be blessed 
as you worship with us. A time of coffee and fellowship 
takes place in the Education Wing immediately after 
the service. Come, and enjoy!  
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
* Thank you to Crystal Lawrance and Rose Angell for 
sharing their gifts of music this morning, and to all    
others who have assisted with the service today. 
* The family of Jacob W. Falk wishes to express their 
gratefulness to all the people who offered their sympa-
thy through flowers, words of encouragement, thoughts 
and prayers. A special thank you to the church family 
and all those who assisted in the funeral service. 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession & Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 
 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” - # 817 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

Canticle of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in you. May we find peace in your service, 
and in the world to come, see you face to face;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD: Reader Kym Martens 
 

↓ FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from 
 heaven, and do not return there 
 until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
12 For you shall go out in joy, 
   and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
   shall burst into song, 
   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he con-
demned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according 
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on 
the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
beside the lake. 2Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty.9Let anyone with ears listen!’ 
 18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not under-

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

 

JULY 16, 2017 

 

Martin’s Musings 

 “The fewer the words, the better 

the prayer” 


