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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: 
 March 19: 9:25 - 143; 11:05 - 63 
 Christian Education - 58; Teachers/Guides - 14 
 March 22 (Mid-Week Lenten Service): 54 
 

OFFERING March 19: $8,073.00 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing our 
faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 1:30 Lutheran Church Women Group 1 
 7:00 All Committees meeting 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 10:00 Quilting 
 6:00-9:00 Youth Movie Night 
 7:30 Mid-Week Lenten Service 
Thursday 7:30 Bible Study 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation  
 9:25 Traditional Service with Communion; 
 Sunday School; Sr. Youth/Young Adults 
 Study; Adult Study  
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Communion 
 1:30 Youth Sunday Funday 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

• April 5, Lenten Healing Service, 7:30 pm 
• April 13, Maundy Thursday service with communion, 

7:30 pm 
• April 14, Good Friday Service, 10:00 am 
• April 15, Easter Journey for Kids of All Ages 
• April 16: Sunrise Service with Communion 7:30 am, 

Easter Potluck Breakfast 8:30 am, Traditional     
Service with Communion 9:25 am. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Rejoice! We are half way there! 
 

Half-way through our Lenten 

journey, there is an oasis in the 

desert, when we “lighten up” a 

bit, the strict fast is relaxed, and 

rose-colored vestments are allowed to be worn as a 

mitigation of the usual violet; symbolizing a         

moment of “refreshment” before the final push 

through Passiontide and Holy Week. 
 

Today is often called Laetare (or “rejoice”) Sunday, 

from the appointed entrance Psalm, or Introit, 

which is to be sung as the Pastor approaches the 

Altar. “Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and come together 

with her.” Today is known as “Rose” Sunday, and in 

the Anglican tradition, it is known as Mothering 

Sunday. 
 

May you find refreshment, from our Lord, on this 

day! 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage children to 
share in worship. Even very young children see faith in action 
as we pray and sing and commune together. Children’s lessons 
are available at the side entrance. 
 

Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the sound booth. 
 

Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
 

Washrooms: located on the main floor of the Education Wing 
and downstairs in the Education Wing. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

God feeds and renews us with the presence of Jesus 
Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God for-
gives us and nourishes us for mission. In response to 
the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my sin, trusting 
that the Lord is truly present, believing that to receive 
Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. People of all ages and faith communities are  
welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

JOIN US FOR 
EASTER BREAKFAST 

Easter is just around the corner, and 
as in the past, we want to get together 
for a potluck breakfast on Easter   
Sunday, April 16. Set-up will be on 

Saturday, April 15 at 3:00 pm. Serving will be from 8:00-
9:00 Easter morning and clean-up will start after the meal. 
If you can help out in any of these areas, please call Susan 
Nickel, 204-371-4895, or just show up. This event requires 
many volunteers, and the more hands we have to help, the 
easier it is. Breakfast runs from 8:30-9:25 am. See you 
there. You’ll be glad you came!  
 

MILK DRIVE 2017 
A decision was made at the annual congregational meeting 
to participate in the Southeast Helping Hands Milk Drive 
again this year. For just $8.00/week (or $416.00/year) you 
can reach out in a community project that makes a huge 
difference to those who can use a little extra help. Pledge 
forms are available at the side entrance. Thank you for your 
support! 
 
JUST ARRIVED: Eternity for Today devotion books for 
April, May, June 2017. Available at side entrance. 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 

The quiet waters by. 
 

My soul He doth restore again; 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

E’en for His own name’s sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, 

Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

And staff me comfort still. 
 

My table Thou hast furnished 

In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

And my cup overflows. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore 

My dwelling place shall be. 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL 
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH (and parents of youth): April 
Activity calendars are in your mailbox. Be sure to pick 
one up today to see what’s happening. 
 

CONTRIBUTION REMINDER 
As building expansion construction continues, we extend 
a thank you to all who are supporting the project through 
additional contributions. If you are contributing through 
your regular offering, please remember it is important that 
you clearly mark “Building Expansion” on the enve-
lope. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we 

invite you to sign the guest book located at the 
side entrance. Welcome here. May you be blessed as 
you worship with us. A time of fellowship where coffee 
and goodies are in abundance takes place in the Educa-
tion Wing immediately following the service. Come, all 
are welcome! 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to all who assisted with the service today. 



1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His 
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, 
‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had 
said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 
him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). 
Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8The neighbours and those who had seen him before 
as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used 
to sit and beg?’  9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others 
were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept say-
ing, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how 
were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He 
said, ‘I do not know.’ 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had for-
merly been blind.14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Phari-
sees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they 
said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? 
It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know 
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for him-
self.’ 22His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out 
of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of 
age; ask him.’ 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had 
been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We 
know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What 
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He    
answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.’  30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 

obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 
blind.  33If this man were not from God, he could do noth-
ing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, 
‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I 
came into this world for judgement so that those who do 
not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus 
said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day - printed on back page 
 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Now We Join in Celebration” - # 462 

 “Here Is Bread” - # 483 

 “How Great Thou Art” - # 856 
 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” - # 338 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” - # 545 
 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Jac 
Doerksen, Kathy Doerksen, Bev Falk, Rudolf 
(Roy) Freund, Chris Funk, Katarina Grienke,  

Laura Heckert, Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Marlene 
Klassen, Ben Klassen, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Lena Krentz, 
Emma Kuehn, Henrietta Reimer, Helmuth Renz, Henry 
Schalla, Lee Schmidtke, Joan Schultz and Elsie Schilke. 
 

CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants 

are asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket pro-
vided or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s 
table. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
↓ Welcome & Announcements 
↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
Gathering Song: 

 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” - # 779 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
C. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and 

come among us. By your gracious life and death 
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Kym Martens 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over 
Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill 
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 
his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, 
and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.”  3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.’ 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He said, 
‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the  LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sac-
rifice. 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.’ 7But 
the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ 10Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel 

said to Jesse, ‘The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ 
And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and 
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.’ 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 
said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the pres-
ence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came 
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then 
set out and went to Ramah. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 23 

(Congregation reads the bold parts) 
 

L. 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want 
C.

 2
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

 he leads me beside still waters; 
L. 3   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake.  
C.

 4
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

  I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me.  
L. 5 You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
C.

 6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   my whole life long. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you 
are light. Live as children of light— 9for the fruit of the light 
is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find 
out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the  
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them.12For it is shameful even to mention what such   
people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.’ 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation (sung) - p. 205 
 We are turning, Lord, to hear you; 
 you are merciful and kind, 
 slow to anger, rich in blessing, 
 and with love to us inclined. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 

FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

 

MARCH 26, 2017 

Martin’s Musings 

“Everything that is done in this world  

is done by hope.” 


