
SPECIAL PRAYER SERVICE 

Every year, between January 18 and 
25 Christians around the world are  
invited to celebrate a week of prayer 
for the unity of all Christians, to reflect 
on scripture together, to participate in 
jointly-organized ecumenical services, 

and to share fellowship. This year’s resources have been 
prepared by an ecumenical team in Germany, represent-
ing various churches and religious organizations. They 
have chosen as their theme “Reconciliation - the Love of 
Christ Compels us,” inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:14-20. 
 

A special service to mark the Week of Prayer for      
Christian Unity will take place at St. Paul’s on Wednes-
day, January 25, 7:00 pm. This is a joint service        
between St. Paul’s and the St. Joachim Roman Catholic 
Church of LaBroquerie. We are invited to celebrate God’s 
reconciling grace and to become ambassadors of Christ’s 
message of reconciliation. 
 

Coffee and dainties will be served following the service. 
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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE December 25: 10:00 - 114 
 

OFFERING December 25: $29,049.25 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 10:00 Quilting 
Thursday Lutheran Church Women Group 2 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Traditional 
 Communion; Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Traditional Communion 
 4:30 Youth @ MNO Service, Winnipeg 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

• Wednesdays, Jan. 11 & 18, & Feb. 1, 7:00 pm, A 
Study about Angels 

• Sunday, Jan. 15, Sr. Youth/Young Adults Bible study, 
9:25 am, Youth Room 

• Thursday, January 19, Church Community Supper, 
5:30 pm 

• Wednesday, January 25, 7:00 pm, Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity Service at St. Paul’s 

• February 17-25 & March 24-April 1, Lutheran Men in 
Mission trips to New Orleans. Sign-up sheets posted 
next to the church office. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Different expressions of worship 

You may be wondering why Reverend 

Melissa makes a slight bow when the 

name of Jesus is mentioned during 

worship. This expression of worship is found in many 

Anglican Churches throughout the world. It is based 

upon our reading from Philippians for today: … “that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow …” This is 

just one of many ways we worship our King. 

Some other examples are: making the sign of the 

cross; kneeling (physically or spiritually) for prayer; or 

bowing at the altar. In other denominations, you may 

find people lifting their arms in prayer. All of these, 

and many more are different expressions of worship. 

We are invited to use our whole selves, our souls and 

our bodies when we worship our Heavenly Father. 

May you be blessed as you worship our newborn King! 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

God feeds and renews us with the presence of Jesus 
Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God for-
gives us and nourishes us for mission. In response to 
the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my sin, trusting 
that the Lord is truly present, believing that to receive 
Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. People of all ages and faith communities are  
welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage children to 
share in worship. Even very young children see faith in action 
as we pray and sing and commune together. Children’s lessons 
are available at the side entrance. 
 

Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the sound booth. 
 

Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
 

Washrooms: located on the main floor of the Education Wing 
and downstairs in the Education Wing. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

JANUARY 31, 2017 

See Kalynda for 

registration form 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION FOR 2017 
 

I 
 have already heard several people talk about their New 

Year’s resolutions for the coming year. If our church’s 

namesake, the Apostle Paul made a New Year’s Resolution, 

I wonder what it would be? Please allow me to make a sug-

gestion . . . a possible resolution of St. Paul’s could come 

from 1 Corinthians 2:2. “For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”  
 

According to Rick Warren, St. Paul’s message is radically 

simple . . . salvation is in Christ alone: 

• It’s not Christ plus your good behavior. 

• It’s not Christ plus the number of verses you memorize. 

• It’s not Christ plus being super active in church. 

• It’s not Christ plus your tithe. 

• It’s not Christ plus wisdom from the latest Christian    

seminar. 

• It’s not Christ plus the years you taught a Bible study. 

• It’s not Christ plus the perfect spouse. 

• It’s not Christ plus well-behaved children. 

• It’s not Christ plus the right job. 

• It’s not Christ plus a good driving record. 
 

A likely New Year’s resolution from St. Paul would be . . . it 

is simply Christ, plus nothing else. 
 

Please allow me to make one other suggestion . . . if you 

already have a New Year’s resolution or not, please         

consider the following. For the coming year focus on Jesus. 

Focus on who he is and what he has done, and is doing for 

us.  Focus on his grace and discover the freedom that is 

found there.  If you do this with renewed zeal and vigor, 

your 2017 will be a happy new year indeed! 

- Pastor Terry  



L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day (sung to tune of # 618): 

 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” - # 295 
↑ Nicene Creed - p. 104 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” - # 772 

 “Day by Day” - # 790 

 “Be Thou My Vision” - # 793 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” - # 536 

 
CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants 

are asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket pro-
vided or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s 
table. 
 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Larry 
Auch, Brad Mehling, Laura Heckert, Ken Holme, 
Kathy Doerksen, Jac Doerksen, Joan Schultz, 

Brenda Giesbrecht, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Henry Schalla, 
Henrietta Reimer, Emma Kuehn, Wanda Hoehn, Tina 
Heckert, Chris Funk, Lee Schmidtke, Katarina Grienke, 
Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth Renz and 
Elsie Schilke. 
 

Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (David) 
Falk, Louise (Jake) Falk, Janet Harder, Lena Krentz, 
Rose Rempel and Della Schmitke; at Vita Personal Care 
Home, Jake Falk; and at Rest Haven Nursing Home, 
Hazel Dutchak. 
 

To include a name in the printed prayer list, permission is 
required. Please contact the pastors or the church office. 
  

QUILTING SEASON BEGINS 
The sound of humming sewing machines and friendly 
conversation will be heard downstairs when the season of 
quilting begins this week Wednesday, Jan. 4, 10:00 am. 
Quilters meet each Wednesday during the winter months. 
Anyone interested in enjoying a day of fellowship is     
invited to join the group. 
 

SOMETHING NEW 
A Bible Study for Sr. Youth and Young Adults will begin 
on Sunday, Jan. 15, 9:25 am. Meet in the Youth Room, 
and spread the word! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
We are looking for volunteer leaders for the youth pro-
gram, especially at the Sr. Youth level. Leaders would be 
asked to help out on an event-to-event basis. If you are 
interested, or know of someone who is, please contact 
Rev. Melissa, 204-326-3758. 
 

PROGRAMS RESUME 
After a few weeks’ break, regular church programs      
resume next week, with Pioneer Girls, Scouts, Jr. and Sr. 
Youth meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 11. Sunday, Jan. 15, 
Confirmation, Sunday School, Sr. Youth/Young Adult 
Study, and Adult Studies begin. All this information and 
more is available on the website calendar at 
www.stpaulsteinbach.org/about/calendar. 
 

A STUDY ABOUT ANGELS 
Both the Old and New Testaments speak of beings called 
“angels.” Who exactly are they? What do they do? What 
do they look like? Are there really guardian angels? 
These questions and much more will be discussed in a 
three-part study where we will look at what the Bible says 
about this topic. Each study will run from 7:00–8:00 pm in 
the board room on Wednesday Jan. 11, Wednesday Jan. 
18, and Wednesday Feb. 1. All ages are welcome. Please 
consider joining Pastor Terry for this informational 
studyQQand please feel free to bring a friend! 
   

REBUILDING HOPE 
A fund-raising event to rebuild a church in Haiti will take 
place at Pat Porter Living Center, 10 Chrysler Gate, Stein-
bach, on Saturday, Jan. 28, 2017. Doors open at 5:30 pm, 
with supper at 6:30 pm. Tickets: $25/person. The event 
includes a silent auction and entertainment by Island 
Breeze. For more information contact Tavia Funk, 204-
371-9193 or Gerry Funk, 204-355-4202 or 204-346-3113. 

 
WELCOME VISITORS 

If you are a visitor to our church today, we 
invite you to sign the guest book located at the 

side entrance. Welcome here. May you be blessed as you 
worship with us. A time of coffee fellowship takes place in 
the Education Wing immediately following the service. All 
are welcome! 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service  
today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 
 

↓ Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 

 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” - # 275 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

Hymn of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
C. Eternal Father, we give thanks for your incarnate 

Son, whose name is our salvation. Plant in every 
heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of 
the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Lisa Wilson 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27 
 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron 
and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: 
You shall say to them, 
24 The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be   
gracious to you; 
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 
27 So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will 
bless them. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 8 
(Congregation reads the bold parts) 

 

L. 1 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
   how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
C. You have set your glory above the heavens. 
L. 2   Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
   to silence the enemy and the avenger.  
C. 

3
 When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, 
   the moon and the stars that you have established; 
L. 4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
   mortals that you care for them?  

C. 
5
 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 

   and crowned them with glory and honour. 
L. 6 You have given them dominion over the works of your 
 hands; you have put all things under their feet, 
C. 

7
 all sheep and oxen, 

   and also the beasts of the field 
L. 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
   whatever passes along the paths of the seas.  
C. 

9
 O LORD, our Sovereign, 

   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise 
the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

NAME OF JESUS SUNDAY 
 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS 

 

JANUARY 1, 2017 


