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CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

DECEMBER 25, 2016 
 

Welcome to Our Worship Service 
 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 203) refer to    
liturgical settings at the beginning of the Lutheran 
Book of Worship. Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) 
refer to hymn numbers. The up arrow means the  
congregation is asked to stand, the down arrow, to 
be seated. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Hymn Sing: 
 “Angels We Have Heard on High” - # 289 
 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” - # 282 
 
 

↑ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS: 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the 

Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made 
flesh, the Lord and giver of life. 

C. Amen. 
P. Let us come into the light of Christ, confess-

ing our need for God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P. God of peace, 
C. we confess that we are not at peace—

with others or with ourselves. We bring to 
you all that tears us apart: discord in our 
families, violence in our world, our own 
conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend 
us. Reconnect us to one another and to 
you. Let peace reign over all the earth, 
through the Prince of Peace, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P. In the Word who has come to dwell with us, 
God has given us grace upon grace: forgive-
ness that is stronger than our sins, love that 
can heal every broken heart. Hear this word 
of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of 
Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your 
sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come. 

C. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song: 
 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” - # 270 
 

↓ CHRISTMAS WREATH READING/LIGHTING: 
 Ed Mantie, Elmer Freund 
 

L. Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

L. Today is Christmas Day, in which we recall 
the hope we have in Christ. Today we light 
again the candles of hope, peace, joy and 
love. 

  

 We speak of hope - because God keeps his 
promises to us. 

   

 We work for peace - because Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace and he calls his children to 
work for peace in his name. 

  

 We share joy - because the Holy Spirit fills 
our hearts and minds with the presence of 
God. 

  

 We show love - because Jesus gave every-
thing for us and led us to know the forgive-
ness of God. 

  

 Now we light our last candle to remember the 
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As 
the prophets promised so long ago, you have 
come to us once again; and with the shep-
herds, we are filled with wonder and amaze-
ment. 

 

 Lord, you come as a tiny, fragile baby; yet we 
know that you are God and you are with us. 
May the flame of this candle remind us that 
you are the light of the world and that, if we 
follow you, we will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the true light of life. 

 

C. Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen. 
 

Song: “Joy to the World” - # 267 

↑ GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise - p. 204 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P: Let us pray together: 
C. Holy God, the coming of your light into 
 our world has brightened weary hearts 
 with peace. Call us out of darkness, and 
 empower us to proclaim the birth of your 
 Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

↓ God’s Word - printed on insert 
 Reader Ed Mantie  
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 1:1-14 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “Silent Night, Holy Night” - # 281 
↑ Nicene Creed - p. 104 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
Special Music: “Mary’s Little Boy Child” 
 Rose Angell, accompanist Eleanor Wiebe 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 
 “The First Noel” - # 300 
 “How Deep the Father’s Love” 
  printed on back page 
 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
 

The Benediction – Blessing 
 

Sending Song: 
 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” - # 290 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remem-
ber Larry Auch, Brad Mehling, Laura 
Heckert, Kathy Doerksen, Ken Holme, 

Bev Fender, Jac Doerksen, Joan Schultz, 
Brenda Giesbrecht, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Henry 
Schalla, Henrietta Reimer, Emma Kuehn, 
Wanda Hoehn, Tina Heckert, Chris Funk, Lee 
Schmidtke, Katarina Grienke, Evelyn (Art) 
Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth Renz, Elsie 
Schilke and Lena Krentz. 

 

CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CON-

TINUOUS FORMAT today. Registration cards 
are available in the pews and at the side        
entrance. Participants are asked to fill out a card 
and place it in the basket provided or in the offer-
ing plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 
 

GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, a         
Memorial Gift has been received in memory of 
Ron James, who passed away November 15, 
2016, from John and Doris Thiessen. “Sincere 
and kind in heart and mind, what a beautiful 
memory he left behind.” 
 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
To celebrate the birth of Christ, cake and coffee 
will be served in the Education Wing after the 
service. Everyone is invited. Thank you to Judy 
Fiebelkorn and company for hosting this special 
time of fellowship. “Joy to the World, the Lord is 
come!” 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• To Rose Angell & Eleanor Wiebe for sharing 
their gift of music today. 

• To the many, many volunteers who helped 
make the Christmas Eve “Journey Through 
Bethlehem” an event to be treasured in our 
hearts for many days to come. 

• To all who have assisted with today’s service.    



DID YOU KNOW? 

Did you know that of the four   

gospels only Mark makes no    

mention of the birth of Jesus or the 

Christmas story? The book of Mark 

begins with the proclamation of John the    

Baptist and the Baptism of Jesus. Matthew and 

Luke go into detail of the birth of Jesus while 

John’s Christmas story can be seen in one half 

of a verse . . . “and the Word became flesh and 

lived among us.” May each and every one of 

you draw closer this coming year to the one 

who became flesh and lived among us. Merry 

Christmas! 

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S 

LOVE FOR US 
 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

how vast beyond all measure, 

that He should give His only Son 

to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss; 

the Father turns His face away, 

as wounds which mar the Chosen One 

bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross, 

my sin upon His shoulders; 

ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life - 

I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything, 

no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom; 

but I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

A TASTE OF HAITI 
A fund-raising event to rebuild a church in Haiti will 
take place at Pat Porter Living Center, 10 Chrysler 
Gate, Steinbach, on Saturday, Jan. 28, 2017. Doors 
open at 5:30 pm, with supper at 6:30 pm. Tickets: 
$25/person. The event includes a silent auction and 
entertainment by Island Breeze. For more information 
contact Tavia Funk, 204-371-9193 or Gerry Funk, 
204-355-4202 or 204-346-3113. 
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2017 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box 
before taking it home. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-

TIONS FOR THE 2016 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/16. 
Contributions received after that date will be included 
in the 2017 tax year. 
 

THE NUMBERS 
Attendance Dec. 18: 9:25 - 160; 11:05 - 50 
 Christian Education: 69; Teachers/Guides: 20 
Offering Dec. 18: $16,706.45 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you 
to sign the guest book located at the side entrance. 
Welcome here. May the peace of Christ and the love 
of God bless you at Christmas and in the New Year. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
Sunday 10:00 Traditional Service with 
 Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2017: 

• Wednesday, Jan. 4, Quilting Season begins, 
10:00 am 

• Wednesday, Jan. 21, 7:00 pm, Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity Service @ St. 
Paul’s 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who            
announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the LORD to Zion.  
9 Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord 
C. Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the prophets, 2but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. 3He 
is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having   
become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord 
C. Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 
 

Response after the announcement: 
 C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to  
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

P. The gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who            
announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
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   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the LORD to Zion.  
9 Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
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10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
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is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
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things by his powerful word. When he had 
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right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having   
become as much superior to angels as the 
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was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
came into being through him, and without him 
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light of all people. 5The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to  
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

P. The gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 


