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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE December 11: 9:25 - 150; 11:05 - 76 
  Christian Education - 72: Teachers/Guides - 20 
      December 14 Healing Service: 22 
OFFERING December 11: $15,572.10 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 7:30 Young Adults @ Escape Room 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 7:00 Youth Christmas Party 
Saturday Christmas Eve “Journey Through  
 Bethlehem”, 5:00-7:00 pm 
Sunday Christmas Day Worship Service with 
 Communion, 10:00 am, followed by Cake 
 & Coffee 
 

A LOOK AT 2017 

• Sunday, January 1, one service only, traditional    
format with communion, 10:00 am 

• Wednesday, January 4, Quilting Season begins, 
10:00 am 

• Wednesday, January 21, 7:00 pm, Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity Service at St. Paul’s 

• February 17-25 & March 24-April 1, Lutheran Men in 
Mission trips to New Orleans. Sign-up sheets posted 
next to the church office. 

GOODIE BAG TRADITION CONTINUES 
As is a tradition here at St. Paul’s, Goodie Bags will be 
handed out at the Christmas Eve “Journey Through Beth-
lehem”. Please be aware that the bags will contain pea-
nuts. Peanut-free bags will be available for those for 
whom the peanuts may pose a problem.  
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2017 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box     
before taking it home. For omissions or corrections, 
please contact the church office. If you would like to 
make regular offerings through pre-authorized remit-
tance, please call the church office to make arrange-
ments. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-
TIONS FOR THE 2016 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/16. Con-
tributions received after that date will be included in the 
2017 tax year. 
 

A TASTE OF HAITI 
A fund-raising event to rebuild a church in Haiti will take 
place at Pat Porter Living Center, 10 Chrysler Gate, 
Steinbach, on Saturday, Jan. 28, 2017. Doors open at 
5:30 pm, with supper at 6:30 pm. Tickets: $25/person. 
The event includes a silent auction and entertainment by 
Island Breeze. For more information contact Tavia Funk, 
204-371-9193 or Gerry Funk, 204-355-4202 or 204-346-
3113. 
 

CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS (ages 19-30 or so): 
Join us for a “Cypherspace” Escape on Tuesday, Dec. 
20. Be at 940 Lorimar Blvd., Winnipeg, for 7:30 pm. Cost 
$25/per person. Spread the word! 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located at the side entrance. Wel-
come here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. 
A time of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education 
Wing immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are 
welcome! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Christmas Story - 

A Divine Scandal! 

When we understand the 

context of  Mary’s “situation” through the lens of 

1stCentury Jewish traditions, it truly is scandalous. 

For Mary and Joseph lived in an honour and shame 

society, and thus a  pregnant unwed teenager would 

have brought utmost shame upon her family.  
 

According to the Law, the punishment for being  

pregnant before marriage was stoning. Hence Joseph, 

being a righteous and caring man, understood the 

consequences that were facing Mary, and so he chose 

to do what was best for them both - to dismiss her 

quietly. 
 

But, as we know, God wasn’t finished with this lowly 

couple, and thankfully Joseph listened to the angel, 

and fully trusted God by taking Mary to be his wife.   

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

God feeds and renews us with the presence of Jesus 
Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God for-
gives us and nourishes us for mission. In response to 
the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my sin, trusting 
that the Lord is truly present, believing that to receive 
Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. People of all ages and faith communities are  
welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Children in Worship: We welcome and encourage children to 
share in worship. Even very young children see faith in action 
as we pray and sing and commune together. Children’s lessons 
are available at the side entrance. 
 

Hearing Assistance: Devices are available at the sound booth. 
 

Cell phones and pagers should be turned to silent. 
 

Washrooms: located on the main floor of the Education Wing 
and downstairs in the Education Wing. 



KEEP IT REAL! BRING IT HOME! 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to       
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to pub-
lic disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord  
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day (sung to tune of # 249): 
 “Come Thou Redeemer of the Earth - printed on insert 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Let Us Break Bread Together” - # 471 
 “Come to Me All Pilgrims Thirsty” - # 777 
 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” - # 244 
  (sung to tune of # 820) 
 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” - # 275 
 “How Deep the Father’s Love” - printed on insert 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” - # 257 (v. 1-5, 8) 
 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Larry 
Auch, Brad Mehling, Kathy Doerksen, Ken 
Holme, Bev Fender, Jac Doerksen, Joan Schultz, 

Brenda Giesbrecht, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Henrietta 
Reimer, Henry Schalla, Emma Kuehn, Wanda Hoehn, 
Tina Heckert, Chris Funk, Lee Schmidtke, Katarina 
Grienke, Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth 
Renz, Elsie Schilke and Lena Krentz. 
To include a name in the printed prayer list, permission is 
required. Please contact the pastors or the church office. 

 CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 
 

GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE 
The poinsettias on the altar have been placed by Chris 
and Darlene Turner, Charlene and Don Freund, Dorinda 
and Mike Penner and their families in loving memory of 
Gerry Schmidtke, 1944-1992, and all other loved ones 
gone before us. “At this time of year when we cherish  
yesterday, dream tomorrow, live today, let us take a mo-
ment to remember God’s gift to us, Jesus Christ.” 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Remembering what is cherished forever, a gift has been 
received from Grace Lawrence in loving memory of her 
mother, Lydia Block, and her uncle Harry Kowalsky. 
 

In a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have also been received in memory of: 
* Edwood Oswald, who passed away November 7, 2016, 
from Irene Schmidtke and Harry and Mary Ann Harder. 
* Ron James, who passed away November 15, 2016, 
from the Thursday evening study group, and Irene 
Schmidtke. 
* Leonard Freund, who passed away December 18, 
1988, from wife Rose Freund and children: Marilyn and 
Gary Reimer, Brian and Lorna Freund and two precious 
granddaughters, Nicole Reimer and Miranda Freund. 
“No longer in our lives to share, but in our hearts you’re 
always there.” 
 

QUILTERS WELCOME 
In spite of the sounds of pounding hammers and buzzing 
saws, a new season of quilting will begin January 4, 2017 
at 10:00 am. Quilters meet each Wednesday during the 
winter months. Anyone interested in enjoying a day of 
fellowship is invited to join the group. 
 

A BLESSING OF PEACE 
Sharing the peace, often with a handshake or hug, is a 
traditional part of our worship service at St. Paul’s, as we 
extend a blessing and receive one in return. During this 
special time, please be sensitive towards those for whom 
this gesture may be a health concern due to a cold or 
other illness. A simple nod or smile with a greeting is   
appropriate. Peace be with you! 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• Thank you to Sunday School for sharing the joy of the 
Christmas season by singing at the 9:25 am service 
today. A special word of thanks to Brett Zamolski for 
providing the accompaniment. 

• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service  
today. 

 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS ON BACK PAGE 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 

The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 
 

↓ Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

Gathering Song: 

 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - # 283 (v. 1-3) 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING 
The Candle of Love – Kym & Duncan Martens 

 

L. Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
L. Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent and we will light 
 the Candle of Love. Last Sunday we lit the Candle of 
 Joy. We light it and the Candles of Hope and Peace 
 again as we remember Jesus, born in Bethlehem, our 
 hope, our peace, and our joy. 
 

(The Candles of Hope, Peace and Joy are lit) 
 

L. Today we light the Fourth Candle of Advent, the    
Candle of Love. In their old age God gave to Zechariah 
and Elisabeth a son called John. John spoke to the 
people bravely in the desert, denying his own comforts 
and prepared to die for what he believed. John taught 
that we should share what we have with others, treat 
each other kindly and show God’s love. He did this 
because he cared for people and wanted them to    
repent and find God’s forgiveness. 

 

(The Fourth Advent Candle, the Candle of Love, is lit) 
 

L. Love is like a candle shining in a dark place. As we look 
 at the light of this candle we celebrate the love we 
 have in Christ. 
 Let us pray: 
C: Lord God, Your witness John the Baptist grew 
 up strong in spirit and prepared people for the 
 coming of the Lord. He loved your people and  
 baptized them in the River Jordan to wash away 
 their sins. Help us to have the same love, that we 
 would be witnesses to him and spread the good 
 news of your love. As Christmas draws closer day 
 by day, help us to be ready to welcome him. Amen. 
 

Song: # 242 (v. 4 only) 
 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS 
 

↑ Gathering Song: 

 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - # 283 (v. 4) 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
C. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With 

your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may    
receive your promises, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Kym Martens 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of 
the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the 
land before whose two kings you are in dread will be   
deserted. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

(Congregation reads the bold parts) 
 

L. 1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
   you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth  
2   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
C. Stir up your might, 
   and come to save us!  
L. 3 Restore us, O God; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
C. 

4
 O LORD God of hosts, 

   how long will you be angry with your people’s 
prayers? 
L. 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
   and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
C. 

6
 You make us the scorn of our neighbours; 

   our enemies laugh among themselves.  
L. 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
C. 

17
 But let your hand be upon the one at your right 

hand, 
   the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
L. 18 Then we will never turn back from you; 
   give us life, and we will call on your name.  
C. 

19
 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 

FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 18, 2016 


