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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: December 4: 9:25 - 219; 11:05 - 109 
  Christian Education - 72: Teachers/Guides - 21 
OFFERING: December 4 - $22,771.59 
  (includes November direct deposit) 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 1:30 Lutheran Church Women Christmas 
 Gathering 
 7:00 Church Council meeting 
 7:00 Young Adults @ Lecoka 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 3:00 Sing-Song @ Bethesda Place 
 7:00 Pioneer Girls 
 7:00 Youth Christmas Caroling 
 7:30 Healing Service 
Thursday 7:00 Sr. Youth Bowling 
Saturday 9:30-12:00 Rehearsal for “Journey 
 Through Bethlehem” 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Communion 
 & N-K Sunday School Christmas 
 Performance; Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, ”Journey Through 
Bethlehem”, 5:00-7:00 pm 

• Christmas Day, December 25, one service, 10:00 
am, followed by cake & coffee 

 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE LADIES 
A Christmas Gathering for all the 
ladies of the church takes place 
this Tuesday, Dec. 13, beginning 
at 1:30 pm. This is a delightful time 

of sharing the joy of the story of Christmas through read-
ings and carols, followed by a time of fellowship over cof-
fee and dainties. If you wish, you may bring a plate of 
sandwiches or dainties to share, and bring a guest or 
two. Children welcome! 
 

HEALING SERVICE 
A Healing Service will be held here on Wednesday,     
December 14, 7:30 pm. We invite everyone to come, to      
receive a word of blessing and prayer as we celebrate 
God’s gifts of strength and comfort in time of suffering, 
God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love 
embodied in the community of faith. 
 

SING-SONG AT BETHESDA 
St. Paul’s will be hosting the sing-song at Bethesda Place 
on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 3:00 pm. This is a great time of 
connecting with the residents through music, fellowship 
and refreshments. Extra singing voices are always appre-
ciated. Please contact Marieanne Schwarz, 204-320-
1913, to let her know you want to participate.  
 

GOODIE BAG TRADITION CONTINUES 
As is a tradition here at St. Paul’s, Goodie Bags will be 
handed out at the Christmas Eve “Journey Through Beth-
lehem”. Please be aware that the bags will contain pea-
nuts. Peanut-free bags will be available for those for 
whom the peanuts may pose a problem.  
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2017 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box     
before taking it home. For omissions or corrections, 
please contact the church office. If you would like to 
make regular offerings through pre-authorized remit-
tance, please call the church office to make arrange-
ments. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-

TIONS FOR THE 2016 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/16. Con-
tributions received after that date will be included in the 
2017 tax year. 
 
CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS (ages 19-30 or so): 
Join us for a “Cypherspace” Escape on Tuesday, Dec. 
20. Be at 940 Lorimar Blvd., Winnipeg, for 7:30 pm. Cost 
$25/per person. Spread the word! 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located at the side entrance. Wel-
come here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. 
A time of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education 
Wing immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are 
welcome! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

John the Baptist came to    

prepare the way of the Lord.  

He was the one referred to 

when Isaiah said, “the voice of 

the one crying out in the wilderness . . . prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

John was known as a charismatic man who wore 

clothing made of camel’s hair and who ate locusts 

and honey. He was the one the people of Jerusalem 

and Judea came to see as he baptized many in the 

river Jordan. He was the one courageous enough to 

challenge the Pharisees and the Sadducees by calling 

them a “brood of vipers.” But did you know that it 

wasn’t all of these things that made John the Baptist 

great? 

In the gospel reading for the third Sunday in Advent, 

(Matthew 11:2-11), we find the great John the Baptist 

in prison and he is having doubts as to whether Jesus 

is the one who he was to prepare the way for. It 

seems that, for John, Jesus wasn’t acting in the man-

ner that a mighty Savior should be acting. Jesus was 

spending time with the weak, the lowly and the out-

casts, certainly not the movers and shakers of the 

day.     

John the Baptist was so great because even when he 

didn’t fully understand the workings of the Son of 

God . . . even when he had his doubts and fears, he 

still relentlessly pointed to Jesus as the source of true 

joy . . . as the light that shines into the darkness. Even 

when life was hard, he still did what he was called to 

do. 

Jesus speaks very highly of John, saying that, “truly I 

tell you, among those born of women, no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist.” May Jesus 

speak very highly of us as we also strive to point to 

the baby soon to be born in the stable . . . even in the 

midst of our own doubts and fears. As we know 

where our help has come from, may we all help     

others to see this as well. Many Advent blessings to 

one and all!      

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

God feeds and renews us with the presence of Jesus 
Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God for-
gives us and nourishes us for mission. In response to 
the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my sin, trusting 
that the Lord is truly present, believing that to receive 
Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. People of all ages and faith communities are  
welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked to 
fill out a registration card, available in the pews or at 
both entrances, and place them in the baskets at the 
entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,     
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in 
your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply say 
“gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the  
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 



50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, 
he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, ‘Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for an-
other?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at 
me.’ 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 
written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.”  
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “Light Dawns on a Weary World” - # 726 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 

↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “What Feast of Love” - # 487 
 “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” - # 676 
 “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art” - # 863 
  (sung to tune of # 886) 
 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” - # 272 
 “Joy, Joy, Joy” - printed on insert 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 
Sending Song: 

 “Joy to the World” - # 267 
 

TRADITIONAL STYLE COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the TRADITIONAL 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 
 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Jac 
Doerksen, Larry Auch, Brenda Giesbrecht, Ken 
Holme, Joan Schultz, Bev Fender, Rudolf (Roy) 

Freund, Ray Schalla, Henrietta Reimer, Kathy Doerksen, 
Henry Schalla, Emma Kuehn, Wanda Hoehn, Tina 
Heckert, Lee Schmidtke, Chris Funk, Katarina Grienke, 
Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth Renz, 
Elsie Schilke and Lena Krentz. 
To include a name in the printed prayer list, permission is 
required. Please contact the pastors or the church office.  
 

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE 
Remembering what is cherished forever, the family of 
Katarina Grienke has placed poinsettias on the altar 
today and sponsored the bulletin in honor of husband, 
dad, and grandpa, Edwin Grienke, who passed away 
December 11, 2006. “Those we love don’t go away, they 
walk beside us every day. Unseen, unheard, but always 
near, still loved, still missed, and very dear.” 
 

MILESTONE BIRTHDAY 
The family of Roy and Adelaide Freund are sponsoring 
the bulletin today in celebration of Adelaide’s 90th birth-
day on December 15. Husband Roy, children Reg 
Freund, Donny and Charlene Freund, Derrick and 
Gaylene Mehling, and Diana Freund, along with the 
grandchildren and great-granddaughter, are grateful for 
the blessing of having their mom, grandmother and great-
mama with them as their guide and companion. “Give 
thanks to the God of heaven; His love is eternal.”  
 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have been received in memory of Ron James, who 
passed away November 15, 2016, from John and Bev 
Schroeder; Brad, Barb, Johannah and Braden Mehling, 
Danny and Emily Enright. “Your memory is our keepsake, 
with which we’ll never part.” 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to all who have assisted with the service today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 

The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
↓ Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING 
The Candle of Joy - Norm & Robin Paisley 

 

L. Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
L. Last Sunday we lit the Candle of Peace. We light it and 
 the Candle of Hope again as we remember that Jesus, 
 born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfill all of God’s 
 promises and bring us everlasting peace. 
 

(The Candles of Hope and Peace are lit) 
 

L. Today we light the Third Candle of Advent, the Candle 
of Joy. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that a special 
child would be born to her, she was filled with joy. She 
sang a song that began with the words: “My soul mag-
nifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
Just as the birth of Jesus gave great joy to his mother, 
so his presence in the world gave joy to those who had 
none before. He healed them and gave them hope and 
peace when they believed in him. From hope and 
peace grows joy. 

 

 We light the Candle of Joy to remind us that when   
 Jesus is born in us we have joy and that through him 
 there will be everlasting joy on earth. 
 

(The Third Advent Candle, the Candle of Joy, is lit) 
 

L. Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look 
 at this candle, we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus 
 Christ. 
 Let us pray: 
ALL: Thank you God for the joy you give us. We ask 
 that as we wait for all your promises to come true, 
 and for Christ to come again, that you would         
 remain present with us. Help us today, and every 
 day, to worship you, to hear your word, and to do 
 your will by sharing your joy with each other. We 
 ask it in the name of the one who was born in  
 Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

Song: 

 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” - # 251 (verse 1) 
 

↑ Gathering Song: 

 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” - # 815 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord 

God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Robin Paisley 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
   the majesty of our God.  
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees.  
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’  
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert;  
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
8 A highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
   but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.  
9 No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there.  
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Luke 1:46b-55 
 

46 ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 

THIRD SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
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