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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE: November 27: 9:25 - 183; 11:05 - 109 
  Christian Education - 83: Teachers/Guides - 24 
OFFERING: November 27 - $22,210.75 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Today 3:30 Youth @ MNO Service, Winnipeg 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 6:45 Pioneer Girls/Scouts Sleigh Ride 
 7:00 Jr. Youth Bible study 
Thursday 5:30 Church Community Supper 
 7:00 Sr. Youth Bible Study 
 7:30 Bible Study 
Saturday 7:00 am Lutheran Men in Mission, 
 Smitty’s 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Traditional 
 Communion; Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Traditional Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1:30 pm, Lutheran Church 
Women Christmas Gathering 

• Wednesday, December 14, 3:00 pm, Sing-Song @ 
Bethesda Place 

• Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7:30 pm, Healing Service 
• Saturday, Dec. 17, 9:30-12:00 pm, “Journey Through 

Bethlehem” rehearsal 
• Sunday, Dec. 18, 9:25 am, N-K Sunday School 

Christmas Performance 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

In 
 Holy Baptism the triune God delivers us from the 
forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives 

us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us 
members of the body of Christ, the church. 
 

The Christian community at worship celebrates God’s 
gift of baptism in a number of ways. The sacrament  
itself normally takes place in the midst of the worshiping 
assembly as a sign that in baptism we are made one 
with Christ and with the whole people of God. On behalf 
of the whole church, we promise support to new sisters 
and brothers, confess the faith with them, and welcome 
them into the body of Christ. Water connected to the 
Word - God’s saving promise in Jesus Christ - is at the 
center of the baptismal celebration. 
 

Although a person is baptized once, the gift of baptism 
continues throughout a Christian’s life. Instruction in the 
faith for a life of discipleship is part of the preparation of 
those who are to be baptized or their parents and  
sponsors. The ongoing nurture of that faith is part of the 
congregation’s ministries of formation, education,     
service, and evangelical witness. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
As a tribute of love and remembrance, Memorial Gifts 
have been received in memory of: 
* Edwood Oswald, who passed away November 7, 
2016, from Don and Dianne Woroniuk, Seaton and 
Norma Coleman, Ron and Cheryl Andres, and Norm and 
June Holme. 
* Ron James, who passed away November 15, 2016, 
from Rick and Gladys Derksen and Seaton and Norma 
Coleman. 
“The beautiful memory left behind will always remain in 
our hearts.” 
 

EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY 
Our sympathy to Rene and Hilda Giesbrecht on the pass-
ing of Hilda’s mom, Margarethe (Greta) Schroeder, who 
passed away November 26 at the age of 80. May our 
God of compassion grant peace, comfort and strength. 
 

JUST FOR THE LADIES 
A Christmas Gathering will be held at St. Paul’s on Tues-
day, Dec. 13, 1:30 pm. All ladies of the church, no matter 
the age, are invited to attend this wonderful afternoon of 
Christmas carols, devotions, and fellowship. Please bring 
sandwiches or dainties to share, and a guest or two! 
 

HEALING SERVICE 
A Healing Service will be held here on Wednesday,     
December 14, 7:30 pm. We invite everyone to come, to      
receive a word of blessing and prayer as we celebrate 
God’s gifts of strength and comfort in time of suffering, 
God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love 
embodied in the community of faith. 
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
Offering Envelopes for 2017 are in the church mail-
boxes. Be sure to check the information on the box     
before taking it home. For omissions or corrections, 
please contact the church office. If you would like to 
make regular offerings through pre-authorized remit-
tance, please call the church office to make arrange-
ments. 
Take note that the DEADLINE DATE TO MAKE CONTRIBU-

TIONS FOR THE 2016 TAX YEAR IS DECEMBER 31/16. Con-
tributions received after that date will be included in the 
2017 tax year. 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 
Please remember to support the Community Christmas 
Project by bringing a new, unwrapped toy or non-
perishable food item. A box to accept your donations is 
set up next to the mailboxes. 
 

LAMP ADVENT DEVOTION BOOKS are available at the side 
entrance, or may be found online. To download your own 
copy, click on the LAMP link on the home page of the St. 
Paul’s website. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located at the side entrance. Wel-
come here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. 
A time of coffee fellowship takes place in the Education 
Wing immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are 
welcome! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

ADVENT PART 2 

The Symbolism behind the 

Advent Wreath Devotion 

for home or church 

Many churches and homes, in 

our day, for reasons of safety 

and functionality, have resorted to using artificial 

greens to form the base of the Advent Wreath. 

Years ago, the Advent Wreath was constructed using 

various greens native to the area. A traditional        

Advent wreath is made up of various evergreens,   

signifying continuous life. The laurel signifies victory 

over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew 

berries, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. 

Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The 

prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and 

one English legend tells of how the cross was made of 

holly. 

The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or 

end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality 

of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. 

Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate 

the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. 

All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the 

new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, 

the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our 

world becoming true man and who was victorious 

over sin and death through His own passion, death, 

and resurrection.  

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• A big hand to St. Paul’s Youth for hosting the coffee hour 
this morning. This includes providing all the baking, serv-
ing and clean-up. Thank you all! 

 

• Thank you for your thoughts and prayers before and after 
my surgery. I found this so reassuring and your care is 
much appreciated. 

 - Sincerely, Ray J. Schalla 
 

• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service    
today.  



1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilder-
ness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one cry-
ing out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.” ’ 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather 
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees com-
ing for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day - printed on insert 
 “When the King Shall Come Again” 
Holy Baptisms 
Presentation 
Sharing of the Peace 
Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Lamb of God” - # 336 

 “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” - # 492 

 “Beautiful Savior” - # 838 
 “Christ, Be Our Light” - # 715 

 “Peace, Peace, Peace” - printed on insert 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 

Sending Song: “Jesus Shall Reign” - # 434 
 

CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants 

are asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket pro-
vided or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s 
table. 
 

IT’S THE BIG ONE: Happy Birthday to Brad Mehling 
who celebrates his 50th birthday today. Barb and family 
send blessings your way, as does your church family. 

PRAYER REMINDERS 
In your prayers this week, please remember Jac 
Doerksen, Brenda Giesbrecht, Ken Holme, Joan 
Schultz, Bev Fender, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Ray 

Schalla, Henrietta Reimer, Kathy Doerksen, Henry 
Schalla, Emma Kuehn, Wanda Hoehn, Tina Heckert, Lee 
Schmidtke, Chris Funk, Katarina Grienke, Evelyn (Art) 
Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth Renz and Elsie 
Schilke. 
Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (David) 
Falk, Louise (Jake) Falk, Janet Harder, Lena Krentz, 
Rose Rempel and Della Schmitke; at Vita Personal Care 
Home, Jake Falk; and at Rest Haven Nursing Home, 
Hazel Dutchak. 
 

HOLY BAPTISMS 
Received into the Family of the Lord our God 
through Holy Baptisms today are: 
At the 9:25 am service:  

* Eden Lee Beckman and Bryce Anthony Beckman, 
children of Paul and Sherry (Paskaruk) Beckman. God-
parents for Eden are Steven Paskaruk and Cindy  Adams. 
Godparents for Bryce are Brian Beckman and Kim 
O’Brien. 
* Emily Mae Harder, daughter of Marissa Harder and 
Dylan Ritchot. Godparents are Alicia Harder and Brandyn 
Friesen. 
At the 11:05 am service: 
* Bennett Seaton Scott Dyck, son of Karl and Kaely 
(Wiebe) Dyck. Godparents are Chris and Jasmine Dyck. 
“Jesus said: ‘Let the little children come to me and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs’.” 
 

GIFTS OF CELEBRATION 
The Flowers on the Altar and the Bulletin are spon-
sored by grandparents, Robert and Arlene Dyck, and their 
family: Christopher, Jasmine, Emily and Parker Dyck, and 
Mark, Samantha, Simeon and Teslyn Dyck, as they give 
thanks and praise to God for the safe arrival of Bennett 
Seaton Scott Dyck. “God has poured out His love into 
our hearts.” Romans 5:5 
 

The Bulletin is also sponsored by Darrell and Elaine 
Harder in thanksgiving to God for his amazing gift of 
grace, as they celebrate the baptism of their granddaugh-
ter, Emily Mae Harder. “O give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting.” 
 

Rodney and Janice Beckman are also sponsoring the bul-
letin in thanksgiving to God on the baptisms of two of their 
grandchildren, Eden Lee Beckman and Bryce Anthony 
Beckman. Thanks be to God for his wonderful goodness. 
“Children are a gift from God, they are a reward from 
him.” Psalm 127:3 
 

FLOWERS OF REMEMBRANCE 
The Poinsettia next to the lectern has been placed by 
Teena Rempel, Cindi and Brian Patrick, Cora and Len 
Langlois and their families, in love and remembrance of 
Husband, Dad and Opa, Jacob H. Rempel, who passed 
away December 2, 1983. “He lives with us in memory still, 
not just today, but always will.” 
 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS ON BACK PAGE 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 

The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
↓ Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING 
 Rodney & Janice Beckman 
 

L. Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
L. Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we will 
 light the Candle of Peace. Last Sunday we lit the First 
 Candle in our Advent Wreath, and celebrated the     
 patriarchs. This First Candle reminded us of our hope 
 in Christ. We light it again as we remember our Savior, 
 who was born in Bethlehem, and we believe that he 
 will come again to fulfill all of God’s promises to us, to 
 rule the world wisely and bless all nations. 
 

(The First Advent Candle, the Candle of Hope, is lit) 
 

L. Today we light the Second Candle of Advent, the 
Candle of Peace. We remember the prophets who 
spoke of the coming of Christ, of how a Savior would 
be born. The prophet Isaiah called Christ “the Prince 
of Peace”. They told us how he would rule the world 
wisely and bless all the nations. When Jesus came, 
he taught people the importance of being peace-
makers. He said that those who make peace shall be 
called the children of God. When Christ comes to us 
he brings us peace and he will bring everlasting 
peace when he comes again. We light the Candle of 
Peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace 
and that through him peace is found. 

 

(The Second Advent Candle, the Candle of Peace, is lit) 
 

L. Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look 
 at this candle, we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus 
 Christ. Let us pray: 
ALL: Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets 
 said you would bring peace and save your people 
 from trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
 tide. We ask that as we wait for you to come again, 
 that you would remain present with us. Help us      
 today, and every day to worship you, to hear your 
 word, and to do your will by sharing your peace 
 with each other. We ask it in the name of the one 
 who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

Song: 

 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” - # 256 (verse 1) 
 

Gathering Song - # 249 
 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

↑ PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way 

of your only Son. By His coming give to all the 
people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Marilyn Engel 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder’s den.  
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
   as the waters cover the sea.  
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 

SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 4, 2016 


