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THE NUMBERS 
 

ATTENDANCE: November 20: 9:25 - 158; 11:05 - 104 
  Christian Education - 58: Teachers/Guides - 15 
OFFERING: November 20 - $11,143.50 

OUR MISSION 
 

God’s purpose for 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

Accepting all people through God’s grace, sharing 
our faith in Christ, and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
 1:30 Lutheran Church Women Group 1 
 7:00 All Committees meeting 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 6:30 Jr. Youth Bake Night 
 7:00 Scouts; Pioneer Girls 
Thursday 2:00 Lutheran Church Women Group 2 
 7:00 Sr. Youth Bible Study 
 7:30 Bible Study 
Friday St. Paul’s @ Soup’s On 
Sunday 9:15 Confirmation 
 9:25 Traditional Service with Communion 
 & Baptisms; Sunday School; Adult Study 
 11:05 Contemporary Service with 
 Communion & Baptism 
 3:30 Youth @ MNO Service, Winnipeg 
 
 

• LOOKING AHEAD: Sunday, Dec. 4, Baptisms: 

∗ 9:25 am, Bryce Anthony Beckman and Eden Lee 
Beckman, children of Paul & Sherry (Paskaruk) 
Beckman 

∗ 9:25 am, Emily May Harder, daughter of Marissa 
Harder & Dylan Ritchot 

∗ 11:05 am, Bennett Seaton Scott Dyck, son of Karl 
& Kaely (Wiebe) Dyck 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

In 
 Holy Baptism the triune God delivers us from the 
forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives 

us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us 
members of the body of Christ, the church. 
 

The Christian community at worship celebrates God’s 
gift of baptism in a number of ways. The sacrament  
itself normally takes place in the midst of the worshiping 
assembly as a sign that in baptism we are made one 
with Christ and with the whole people of God. On behalf 
of the whole church, we promise support to new sisters 
and brothers, confess the faith with them, and welcome 
them into the body of Christ. Water connected to the 
Word - God’s saving promise in Jesus Christ - is at the 
center of the baptismal celebration. 
 

Although a person is baptized once, the gift of baptism 
continues throughout a Christian’s life. Instruction in the 
faith for a life of discipleship is part of the preparation of 
those who are to be baptized or their parents and  
sponsors. The ongoing nurture of that faith is part of the 
congregation’s ministries of formation, education,     
service, and evangelical witness. 

YOUTH FOR CHRIST DISPLAY 
A display highlighting Youth for Christ Stein-
bach and the work they do is set up next to 
the Education Wing this morning. Be sure to 

stop by the table to get more information about this vital 
community ministry. Thank you to Jim Harms and Youth for 
Christ for sharing their vision and purpose with St. Paul’s. 
 

POPCORN HERE! 
Note to all who ordered Scouts popcorn during their recent 
promotion - orders are ready for pick up following the 9:25 
am service. Just head out to the coffee area where you will 
find your order waiting for you. Thank you to all who sup-
ported this fundraiser. 
 

ON THE CALENDAR 
Pioneer Girls and Scouts (except for Cubs) will end the 
year’s activities with a sleigh ride on Wednesday, Dec. 7. 
They will meet at CD Trees at 6:45 pm. The Cubs group 
will have their final meeting of the year on Wednesday, 
Dec. 14. Both groups return to regular programming Janu-
ary 11, 2017. 
 

HAMPER PROJECT UNDERWAY 
* St. Paul’s is again supporting the Community Christmas 
Hamper Project. A box to accept your kind donations of 
new, unwrapped toys or non-perishable food items is set up 
next to the mailboxes. If you or someone you know could 
use a little extra help this Christmas, registration forms are 
available at the church office, or you may register online at 
www.steinbachcommunitychristmas.com. Registration 
deadline is November 30. 
* The Committee is also looking for teams of drivers to 
help with delivery of hampers on December 14 and/or 16. 
These forms are also available at the church office or 
online and should be in the hands of the food bank by De-
cember 4. 
 

FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE 
* Advent Devotion Booklets from LAMP are available at the 
side entrance, or may be found online. To download your 
own copy, click on the LAMP link on the home page of the 
St. Paul’s website. 
* Latest issue of Canada Lutheran highlighting two volun-
teer groups from St. Paul’s. Check it out! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

ADVENT PART 1 

Today we begin the four weeks of   

Advent. The word “Advent” comes 

from the Latin word “adventus” mean-

ing “coming.” During Advent we ask God to stir us up 

in order that we may make room for Him in our lives. 

During these four weeks we celebrate the First       

Advent, when we welcome the King of kings who   

became one of us. We also prepare ourselves by    

living our lives with the hope of the second Advent, 

when Christ will “come again in glory to judge both 

the living and the dead.” (Nicene Creed). 

www.luthersem.edu/godpause 

Romans 13:11-14 
 

How many times don't we ask 

"What time is it?" The question 

may be about an event close at 

hand, but it may also be a ques-

tion about the big picture--about matters of our 

lives and of the future. 
 

Advent invites questions about God's timing and 

God's future. Paul asserts that in God's timing our 

future is both a matter of the big picture and an 

event that is close at hand. The future is now. God's 

salvation in Christ is as close as each day's change 

from darkness to light, as sure as the putting on of 

our clothes at the dawning of a new day. God  

promises today and each day a fresh start in which 

we can trust in God's power to enable us to live in a 

way that our lives match the new clothes of God's 

promising future.  
 

God of power and light, lift our minds to compre-

hend the promise of your salvation; help us to meet 

the Advent of your new day clothed in the light of 

your promises and hope. Amen. 
 

James L. Boyce, '71 

Emeritus Professor of New Testament and Greek 

Luther Seminary 



KEEP IT REAL! BRING IT HOME! 

 “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” - WOV # 783 
 “Bind Us Together” - WOV # 748 

↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 

Sending Song: “Fling Wide the Door” - # 259 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remember Jac 
Doerksen, Brenda Giesbrecht, Ken Holme, Joan 
Schultz, Bev Fender, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Hen-
rietta Reimer, Kathy Doerksen, Ray Schalla, 

Henry Schalla, Emma Kuehn, Wanda Hoehn, Tina 
Heckert, Lee Schmidtke, Chris Funk, Katarina Grienke, 
Evelyn (Art) Krentz, Marlene Klassen, Helmuth Renz, 
Lena Krentz and Elsie Schilke. 
 

To include a name in the printed prayer list, permission is 
required. Please contact the pastors or the church office.  

 
CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at the side entrance. Participants 

are asked to fill out a card and place it in the basket pro-
vided or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s 
table. 
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Received into the Family of the Lord our God 
through Holy Baptism at the 11:05 am service 
today are: 
* Reagan Olivia Janzen, daughter of Paul & Becky 
(Wintoniw) Janzen. Godparents are Jennifer Kowaluk, 
Jennifer Broesky and Brittney Snead. 
 

* Julia Dawn Kowaluk, daughter of Sheldon & Jennifer 
(Wintoniw) Kowaluk. Godparents are Paul and Becky   
Janzen. 
“Jesus said: ‘Let the little children come to me and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs’.” 
 

GIFT OF THANKSGIVING 
The bulletin for today is sponsored by Kathy Wintoniw in 
praise and thanksgiving to God and in celebration of the 
baptism of her granddaughters, Reagan Olivia Janzen 
and Julia Dawn Kowaluk. Thanks be to God for His amaz-
ing gift of grace. “Children are a gift from God, they are a 
reward from Him.” Psalm 127:3. 
 

FLOWERS OF REMEMBRANCE 
The flowers on the altar today have been placed by Cari 
Doerksen and family, Tony and James Sobering and fam-
ily, Mike and Kim Heckert, Chris Sobering and Kevin   
Sobering in loving memory of their dad and grandpa, Ed 
Heckert, who passed away November 29, 1996. “Your 
memory is our keepsake with which we’ll never part.” 
 

BIBLE PRESENTATIONS 
This morning the Grade 5 Sunday School students will be 
presented with a Bible and Catechism during the 9:25 am 
service. May they be blessed upon receiving these gifts 
as they continue their journey of faith. 

MEMORIAL GIFT 
The Fender Family Reunion of July 23, 2005 left a bal-
ance of $130.00 which the committee has graciously   
donated to the St. Paul Cemetery Fund, Hwy. 12 South, 
towards the removal of the concrete pillows on the graves 
of August and Pauline Fender. “Those we love go out of 
sight, but never out of mind; they are cherished in the 
hearts of those they leave behind.”  
 

HEALING SERVICE 
A Healing Service will be held here on Wednesday,     
December 14, 7:30 pm. We invite everyone to come, to      
receive a word of blessing and prayer as we celebrate 
God’s gifts of strength and comfort in time of suffering, 
God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love 
embodied in the community of faith. 
 

JUST FOR THE LADIES 
* We have received a very special invitation from the 
Grace Mennonite Church Women in Mission to join them 
for a Christmas Party Monday, Dec. 5, beginning with 
punch at 7:00, followed by a program at 7:30 pm. All    
ladies of the church are encouraged to come and be part 
of this exciting gathering. RSVP to the church office no 
later than Friday, Dec. 2 by calling 204-326-3758, or email  
office@stpaulsteinbach.org. 
 * Another chance for the ladies of the church to get     
together is a Christmas Gathering here at St. Paul’s on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1:30 pm. All ladies, no matter the age, 
are invited to attend this wonderful afternoon of Christmas 
carols, devotions, and fellowship. Please bring sand-
wiches or a plate of dainties to share, and a guest or two! 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located at the side entrance. Wel-
come here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. A 
time of    coffee fellowship takes place in the Education 
Wing immediately following the 9:25 am service. All are 
welcome! 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 

• A heartfelt thank you for the cards, flowers, kind words 
and prayers offered on our behalf during Ron’s illness 
and at the time of his passing. Special mention to the 
Thursday evening study group for providing rides and 
other support; also a huge thank you to Pastor Terry, Jo 
Penner, Eleanor Wiebe, the ushers, serving groups and 
all who helped in any way to help lighten our load during 
a difficult time. The support of the church family is treas-
ured in our hearts. 

- Linda James and family 
 

• A huge thank you to all who supported the Lutheran 
Men in Mission Soup & Pie Luncheon last Sunday -
those who donated food, volunteers who helped and all 
who attended and supported us through donations.  
Approximately $2,500 was raised. Thank you all! 

 

• Thank you to all who have assisted with the service  
today. 

 

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 

The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
↓ Welcome & Announcements 
 

↑ Confession and Forgiveness - p. 94-96 
 

↓ ADVENT READING/CANDLE LIGHTING - Cliff Falk 
 

L. Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
L. Today is the First Sunday of Advent, in which we recall 
 the hope we have in Christ. God told Abraham that 
 through him all the nations of the world would be 
 blessed, because he trusted and put his hope in God. 
 The Old Testament spoke of the coming of Christ, of 
 how a Savior would be born. He would rule the world 
 wisely and bless all the nations. We, too, believe in 
 God’s promise to send Jesus again to this world to  
 establish his kingdom upon the earth. 
 

(The First Advent Candle is lit) 
 

L. Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look 
 at the light of this candle, we celebrate the hope we 
 have in Jesus Christ. Let us pray: 
ALL: God of Abraham and Sarah and all the             
 Patriarchs of old, you are our Father too. Your love 
 is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God. Help 
 us in preparing to celebrate his birth, to make our 
 hearts ready and to place our hope in you. Help us 
 today and every day to worship you, to hear your 
 word, and to do your will by sharing your hope with 
 others. We ask it in the name of the one who was 
 born in Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

Song: “HARK, THE GLAD SOUND” - # 239 (verse 1) 
 

Sunday School Sings 
 

Grade 5 Bible Presentations 
 

Gathering Song: 

 “People, Look East” - # 248 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

↑ PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By 

your merciful protection save us from the threaten-
ing dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in 
the way of your salvation, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Cliff Falk 
 

FIRST READING: Romans 13:11-14 
 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armour of light; 13let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunk-
enness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.  
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For 
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew noth-
ing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming, 43But under-
stand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 

Hymn of the Day: “O God of Light” - # 507 
↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Eat This Bread” - WOV # 706 
 “Blessed Assurance” - WOV # 699 
 “A New Commandment” (sung 2X) - WOV # 664 

FIRST SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
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