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THE NUMBERS 
ATTENDANCE: December 24 - 450; December 25 - 79 
  December 27 - 144   

OFFERING:  December 27 - $26,713.00 
 (includes Dec. 24, 25 & 27, plus December direct deposit) 

OUR MISSION 
God’s purpose for 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
Accepting all people through God’s grace, 

sharing our faith in Christ, 
and making disciples. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Terry Gudmundson   
204-380-3293 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Melissa Frankland 
204-293-7930 

DID YOU KNOW? 
WISE MEN THREE, OR FOUR, 

OR FIVE? 

Did you know that we really 

do not know the exact num-

ber of wise men who came 

to worship the child Jesus? 

The number three was thought due to the fact that 

three gifts were brought to the house where the 

Holy Family resided (Matthew 2:11). [Notice, they are 

not in the manger anymore?] 
 

What are the names of these wise men three? The 

Bible does not name them, but according to pious 

customs, the names of the three wise men are:   

Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. 
 

Do you know what each gift represents? 

• Gold: a gift fit for a King (Jesus, King of Kings) 

• Frankincense: burnt in worship of God (Jesus, the 

Son of God) 

• Myrrh: a sign of mortal humanness—it was used 

to bury the dead. (Jesus fully human, and fully  

Divine, who has come to destroy the power of sin 

and death) 

On this Feast of the Epiphany, let us give thanks for 

all who risk their lives to share God’s True Word of 

Grace, Truth, Love and Salvation! 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

God feeds and renews us with the presence of  Jesus 

Christ. In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God  
forgives us and nourishes us for mission. In response 
to the Lord’s invitation I come - confessing my sin, 
trusting that the Lord is truly present, believing that to 
receive Him is to receive forgiveness - to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. People of all ages and faith      
communities are welcome. 
 

Holy Communion is served in a continuous format 
unless announced otherwise. Participants are asked 
to fill out a registration card, available in the pews 
or at both entrances, and place them in the       
baskets at the entrances, or in the offering plates.  
 

Ushers will direct you toward the aisle to come forward 
to the serving stations. If you desire to commune,    
extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer 
in your hand. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply 
say “gluten-free” to the server. Wine is served from the 
chalice or individual cups; white grape juice is served 
from individual cups. 
 

Come and hold in your hand and taste on your lips the 
love we cannot comprehend. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Tuesday 10:00 Moms & Tots 
Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Fellowship 
 10:00 Quilting 
 7:00 Pioneer Girls, Scouts, Jr. Youth 
 7:00 Relational Ministries meeting 
Thursday 2:00 Lutheran Church Women Group 2 
Sunday 9:15 Traditional Service with Traditional 
 Communion; Head to Heart, Sunday 
 School; Adult Study 
 11:00 Contemporary Service with 
 Traditional Communion 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Friday, Jan. 15, 7:00 pm, Asante Children’s Choir    
Concert @ St. Paul’s 

• Sunday, Jan. 17, 11:30 am, Soup & Pie Luncheon 
hosted by Lutheran Men in Mission 

• Thursday, Jan. 21, 7:00 pm, Week of Prayer for     
Christian Unity Service, St. Joachim Roman Catholic 
Parish, La Broquerie 

• Saturday, Jan. 23, Dinner Party hosted by St. Paul’s 
Youth, Friedensfeld Community Centre 

Asante 

Children’s 

Choir 
presents 

Freedom Rising Tour 
Friday, January 15, 7:00 pm 

@ St. Paul’s 
 

No Admission Charge. Freewill Offering 

REMINDER 
THE FIRST SERVICE, HEAD TO HEART, SUNDAY SCHOOL 

AND ADULT STUDY ALL BEGIN AT 9:15 AM 

Psalm 147:12-20 

Last February, my wife and I 

visited our daughter, who 

was serving in the ELCA's 

Young Adults in Global Mis-

sion program in Rwanda. 

When we boarded the 

plane in Kigali for the return 

flight home the temperature was 100 degrees warmer than 

when we deplaned in Cleveland. One doesn't generally think of 

snow storms and Jerusalem in the same sentence. In spite of 

all the snow covered stables we have seen presented on 

Christmas cards, snow and ice in the Middle East cannot    

compete with the higher latitudes of the Northern Hemi-

sphere. So when the snow would fall, the frost coat the trees 

and hail carpet the ground one can understand how the imagi-

nation of the poet might be stimulated. Here is an inspiring 

demonstration of the power of God over the affairs of the   

nations. Who indeed "can stand before his cold?" 
 

This winter storm of Psalm 147 is a metaphor for God's judge-

ment upon wickedness and violence. Yet when the word of 

God blows over the frozen rivers, the landscape is released 

from the grip of cold and the waters run freely again. God's 

word declared of old to Jacob is filled with purpose, grace and 

mercy. To the ears of faith this word comes to us like the 

sounds of spring. And those sounds on our lips become songs 

of praise. Praise the LORD!  
 

Gracious Lord, in the cold and emotional winters of our lives, 

remind us always of the promise of spring. Warm our hearts 

with your love, your healing and your forgiveness. Amen. 
 

Sherman Bishop 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Westlake, Ohio 

Master of Divinity, 1980 
 

Psalm 147:12-20 (NRSV) 
12 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 

For he 

strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within 

you. 
14 

He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the  

finest of wheat. 
15 

He sends out his command to the earth; his word 

runs swiftly. 
16 

He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes. 
17 

He hurls down hail like crumbs-- who can stand before his cold? 
18 

He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, 

and the waters flow. 
19 

He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes 

and ordinances to Israel. 
20 

He has not dealt thus with any other   

nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the Lord!   

www.luthersem.edu/godpause 



seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own coun-
try by another road. 
 

L.   The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

↓ Message 
Hymn of the Day: 

 “We Three Kings of Orient Are” - # 646 (With One Voice) 

↑ Apostles’ Creed - p. 105 
Prayers of the People 
Sharing of the Peace 
↓ Offering 
↑ Offertory - Doxology - # 884 
The Great Thanksgiving - p. 206-207 
The Lord’s Prayer - p. 208 
↓ Communion 
Hymns (sung during the distribution): 

 “Come to the Table” (sung 2x) - # 481 
 “Here Is Bread” - # 483 
 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” - # 802 
 “Healer of Our Every Ill” - # 612 
 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” - # 774 
↑ Prayer after Communion 
The Benediction - Blessing 

Sending Song: “Shine, Jesus, Shine” - # 671 

 
CONTINUOUS STYLE COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is offered in the CONTINUOUS 
FORMAT today. Registration cards are available in 
the pews and at both entrances. Participants are 

asked to fill out a card and place it in the baskets provided 
or in the offering plate. All are welcome at God’s table. 

 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

In your prayers this week, please remember 
Emma Kuehn, Lena Borkowsky, Louise (David) 
Falk, Rudolf (Roy) Freund, Lee Schmidtke, John 

Klassen, Jennifer Krentz, Chris Funk, Katarina Grienke, 
Tina Heckert, Wanda Hoehn, Marlene Klassen, Evelyn 
(Art) Krentz, Helmuth Renz, and Elsie Schilke. 
 

Please also include those from St. Paul’s who make their 
home in care homes: at Bethesda Place, Louise (Jake) 
Falk, Janet Harder, Lena Krentz, Rose Rempel, Della 
Schmitke and Art Schultz; and at Vita Personal Care 
Home, Jake Falk. 
 

GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE 
In a tribute of love and remembrance, a Memorial Gift has 
been received in memory of Leonard Freund, who 
passed away December 18, 1988; John Reimer, who 
passed away November 28, 2010, and Pauline Reimer, 
who passed away May 6, 2014, from Gary, Marilyn and 
Nicole Reimer. “We always have you close to us, forever 
in our hearts.” 

GET YOUR DINNER TICKETS SOON! 
Tickets for the SPY Dinner Party will be on sale Sunday, 
Jan. 10 between services. If you wish to get your ticket at 
another time, they are available from: the church office, 
Sandy Kihn (204-326-4341) or Kalynda Penner (204-381-
1791).This exciting youth event takes place Saturday, 
Jan. 23 at Friedensfeld Community Centre. Don’t miss 
out! Get your tickets soon! 
 

URGENT NEED! 
Head to Heart is still in urgent need of relief guides for the 
Grade 7 boys, Grade 8 girls and Grade 8/9 boys’ classes. 
Sunday School also needs alternate teachers/helpers for 
the N4/K and Grades 3/4 classes. Church programs can 
function only with the help of volunteers. Contact Lisa  
Wilson, 204.261.8718, email lisa23@mts.net. 
 

LITURGICAL STUDY 
The next Liturgical Sound Bite Study will take place Tues-
day, Jan. 19, 7:00 pm. Topic: the liturgical calendar and 
colors. Why do we follow a liturgical calendar? What do 
the different colors represent? Lots of details to enhance 
your understanding of worship and why we do what we 
do. All are invited! 
 

MNO SYNOD SEARCH 
The 2016 MNO Synod Nominating Committee is search-
ing for individuals who wish to serve in the synod in the 
following areas: MNO Synod Council Member, MNO 
Synod Council Program Committees (Candidacy, Mission, 
and Youth Ministry), Rostered Member on the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary Board of Governors. If you or 
someone you know is willing to serve in any of these   
areas, please visit www.mnosynod.org for position       
descriptions and a biographical data form to be completed 
and sent to the Synod office by February 1, 2016. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to our church today, we invite you to 
sign the guest book located in the narthex. Welcome 
here. May you be blessed as you worship with us. There 
is a time of coffee fellowship in the Education Wing follow-
ing the service. All are invited to come, and enjoy. 
 

THANK YOU DEPARTMENT 
Thank you to all who have assisted with the service today.  

Please Note: Small numbers (eg. p. 211) refer to liturgical 
settings at the beginning of the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

Larger bold numbers (eg. # 239) refer to hymn numbers. 
The up arrow means the congregation is asked to stand, the 
down arrow, to be seated. 

 
↓ Welcome & Announcements 
↑ Confession and Forgiveness 
Gathering Song: 

 “The First Noel” - # 300 
 

GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

The Kyrie - p. 203 
 

Canticle of Praise - p. 204 
 

↑ PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
L. Let us pray together: 
ALL: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the 

nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by 
faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring 
us at last to the full vision of your glory, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
↓ GOD’S WORD: Reader Robert Bond 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you.  
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms.  
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 
 you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2for surely you have 
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former genera-
tions this mystery was not made known to humankind, as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and proph-
ets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become     
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the 
gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of 
his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make  
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
 

L. The Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

↑ Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (sung) - p. 205 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior, 
 open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; 
 speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia! Lord, we sing, 
 for the good news that you bring. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Congregational response after the announcement: 
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusa-
lem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had                  
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had  

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
 

JANUARY 3, 2016 

SOUP & PIE  

LUNCHEON 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 11:30 AM 
 

PROCEEDS TO LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION  
 

BRING YOUR FAMILY, 

YOUR NEIGHBORS & YOUR FRIENDS 


